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INTRODUCTION TO VOL. II. 
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The popular favor with which the first volume of my 
fugitive communications to the Gazette and Register 
was received, is my apology for giving to the public 
this second issue. In these communications, as in those 
that preceded them, I have aimed to present a fair and 
impartial ''scrap" history of some of the most important 
political, financial, social and religious events of our 
country, as they have occurred under my observation 
or what I believed to be reliable authority. 

From age and infirmities I cannot much longer be a 
witness to the rapidly occuring events around us, and 
in presenting these communications my only object has 
been to give to those who will soon enter upon public 
life the record of my experience and observation, which 
will reveal to them much of our National and local his- 
tory not to be found in other books. 

I have tried not to record any thing under political 
or other prejudice, and if I have done injustice to any 
one 1 sincerely regret it. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Hillsdale, N. Y., 1881. 



MASSACHUSETTS STATISTICS. 



» ♦ • 



How the Agricultural have been Sacrificed 
to the Manufacturing Interests. 
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In 1820 the population of Mavssachusetts was 523,287. Its 
laborers were 185.766, of whom 63,460 were engaged in agricul- 
ture. In 1840 the population was 737,699, of whom 207,520 
were laborers, including 87,837 farmers. In 1870 the popula- 
tion was 1,457,851, of whom 490,069 were laborers, including 
only 32,916 farmers. Next to Vermont, Massachusetts was the 
finest grazing State in the Union. The products of the manu- 
facturers, which were less than one thousand millions of dollars 
in 1850, had increased to over four thousand three hundred 
millions of dollars in 1870, thereby increasing the home market 
to those grazing productions over three fold. And railroads 
had lessened to those grazing farmers the price of the western 
cereals which they had ever had occasion to purchase. It be- 
came a desirable object to know why agriculture was loosing 
caste among the other industrial interests of Massachusetts. 
Therefore a Legislative Bureau was appointed under a law 
approved on the 23d of June, 1869, whose duty it was to inves- 
tigate in respect to the several industrial interests in the State, 
divided into their appropriate classes. Upon the subject of 
agriculture they got reports from two hundred and ninety-five 
of the most intelligent farmers in the State, who represented one 
hundred and ninety-five towns and each county in the State, 
and in their reports for the years 1870, 1871 and 1872, they re- 
ported that high taxes and injudicious laws had ruined the 
2 
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agricultural interests of the State. On the 41st page of their 
report for 1873 they say that, dark as they had drawn the pic- 
ture in respect to the agricultural industrial interests, it is not 
as dark as the facts would warrant Notwithstanding it was one 
of the best grazing States in the Union, its horses had diminished 
14 per, cent, its cows 20 percent, oxen 36 per cent, other cattle 
17 per cent, sheep 30 per cent, swine 33 per cent, wool 18 per 
cent, peas and beans 45 per cent, butter 20 per cent, cheese 57 
per cent, hay 10 per cent, clover seed 80 per cent, grass seed 
90 per cent, &c. As an industrial interest, therefore, agricul- 
ture has ceased to be of any consideration with the Bureau. It 
is not even indexed since 1873, except in a few words quoted 
from an English paper in the report of 1877. But over five 
hundred pages are occupied in respect to manufactures, and yet 
the report of the Bureau admits that their statements are very 
imperfect, as the employers refuse to answer questions and make 
even false reports, and dismiss employes if they answer, and 
advertise them to prevent their getting employment elsewhere. 

On the tenth page of the report of 1873 it states that the 
manufacturers actually formed an association and made an active 
canvass for the discontinuance of the researches of the Bureau 
and for its abolition. On the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth 
pages of the report of the Bureau is the following: " When I 
" read the record of the wrongs and oppressive laws and customs 
" under which the laborer and the poor of old Massachusetts are 
" groaning in this enlightened age, I am made to blush for my 
"own native State. May the time speedily come when justice 
" shall be meted out to all, and when it shall no longer be true 
"that * man's inhumanity to man makes countless thousands 
" mourn.* " 

On the thirty-second page of the report it reads : " We know 
" whereof we affirm when we say that it is the practice to circu- 
"late names and descriptions of employes to prevent their 
" obtaining employment in other places, and this for a lawful 
"and rightful expression of opinion." On the same page it 
reads : " The eternal truth is that labor is never so prosperous 
" and happy under any other system of taxation as it is under 
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"such system as impose taxes for revenue alone, and distribute 
** ihera among the citizens according to their ability to pay. 
'* Protection of necessity defeats thousands. In our country the 
** condition and reward of labor have always been most satis- 
" factory when we have had the least of protection, when our 
** taxation has been most nearly for revenue alone." 

When we read such expressions as these from a Massachu- 
setts official Bureau, it does something towards dispelling the 
indignation we feel towards a people who had taxed the country 
many millions of dollars by way of bounties and drawbacks to 
enable them to produce a surplus of fish, and for that purpose 
had cost the government this very year five millions five hundred 
thousand dollars to pay for encroachments upon the fisheries 
of others ; and to dispose of those surplus fish had procured the 
means for the annual distillation of sixty thousand hogsheads 
of Boston rum, which by chemical operations has been made to 
resemble all other liquors and used to demoralize and poison the 
people, and particularly the Indian tribes, and to carry on the 
horrid African slave trade. And to punish those who were op- 
posed to this peculiar policy, have plunged the country into a 
most deplorable civil war, and are now seeking to change our 
constitutional Union into a reconstructed Union under bayonet 
rule. When ihey shall have succeeded in that object the agri- 
cultural and all other industrial interests will have an opportu- 
nity of realizing to the fullest extent what evils man's inhumanity 
can inflict upon them. If to gratify their avarice they have for 
centuries inflicted unrelenting war upon the poor inofifensive 
Africans, and made the poor Indian ten fold more barbarous, 
and demoralized the people of the country with their countless 
thousands of hogsheads of poisoned rum, and provoked civil 
war, and drenched fields in blood, and wrapped cities in fire, and 
robbed the government of all the choicest of the public domain, 
and ruined the agricultural interests of their own State, and re- 
duced the whole industrial interest of that State to a condition 
worse than common slavery — what but the wildest plunder have 
the people of the whole country to expect when, under the ope- 
ration of their corrupted ballot-box, they shall have got the 
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unlimited control of the sword and purse of the nation, and put 
them in the hands of Ben Butler, or one of his obedient satellites, 
and shall have converted our constitutional Union into a govern- 
ment of force and fraud ? 
January 1, 1880. 



EQtriTr IN TAXATION. 9 



EQUITY IN TAXATION. 



NUMBER ONE. 

It is the duty of town assessors to impose the tax on real 
estate within their towns upon principles of equity. It is the 
duty of supervisors to equalize those taxes between the towns 
in the county upon principles of equity. It is the duty of the 
State assessors to equalize those taxes between the counties of 
the State upon principles of equity. In the discharge of their 
duties the town assessors have to encounter very serious diffi- 
culties. The condition and fluctuation of the markets have 
made for a time half difference in the market value of lands. 
The man, too, whose family can perform all his labor can fix a 
much higher value upon land than one who from infirm health 
or a variety of other causes has to pay for all his labor. Then 
again other interests than farming constitute a large portion and 
sometime a majority of the real estate in the towns, and by their 
numbers control the election of assessors and supervisors in their 
towns, and through them would very naturally seek to avoid the 
burden of taxation by imposing it upon the farming interest 
They would of course ally themselves with a political party, and 
by either forming a majority or by holding a balance of power, or 
by other corrupt means, attain their object of being exempted 
from the burden of taxation. They not unfrequently resort to 
the corrupt means of a bargain with their political opponent to 
insure his election provided he will show them special favor, and 
in all else may be zealous and true to the party nominating him. 
Under these influences assessors and supervisors become entirely 
neglectful of law or equity in the discharge of their duties upon 
the subject of taxation, and not only extend great favor to cor- 
porate and manufacturing interests, but the latter they almost 
entirely exempt from taxation. 
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In the town of Stockport, of three hundred voters, one hun- 
dred and nineteen were the employes of manufacturers. In the 
raanufacturing towns assessors and supervisors were controlled 
by numbers. In other towns they were controlled either by a 
corrupted ballot box or a corrupt bargain. In consequence, 
assessors paid no regard to law and equity, and almost entirely 
exempted manufactures from taxation, and supervisors were 
equally neglectful of their legal obligations. Instead of keeping 
their valuations up to the average of the assessor as the law 
absolutely required, they reduced it to ten millions of dollars 
below. The State assessors becoming conscious that some six 
millions of dollars manufacturing capital in the County of Col- 
umbia was exempted from taxation, took occasion to impose 
that tax over and above the average of the town assessors, and 
the supervisors in their valuations have thrown a large portion 
of that excess upon the farming towns of the county, imposing 
three hundred and seventy-seventy thousand of it upon the town 
of Hillsdale. 

As the board of State assessors have been the appellate tri- 
bunal for redressing this wrong, it is well to look at some of the 
facts to be presented to that board. Preliminary to this exhibi- 
tion it is well to observe that a legislative bureau in Massachu- 
setts in 1873 reported that the farming interest in that State was 
ruined by the burden of taxation heaped upon it That the 
manufacturers refused to answer or made false statements to 
their inquiries, and to those of the marshals taking the census, 
and dismissed their employes and advertised them to prevent 
their getting employment elsewhere if they presumed to answer 
any of these enquiries, and thereby concealed a capital from 
which tbey annually received near six hundred millions of dol- 
lars worth of productions. In like manner the manufacturers of 
Columbia County manage to conceal their capital. As far as 
the assessment is concerned, there appears to be little or no 
manufacturing capital in the town of Stockport, notwithstand- 
ing they have some of the finest water power in the State upon 
which several flourishing villages have sprung up, and the cen- 
sus of 1840 showed one establishmenti,with a capital of seven 
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hundred and fifty thousand dollars', and a county paper pub- 
lished the income of another establishment to have been sixty- 
five thousand dollars in fifteen months. In addition to this the 
assessors report over seven hundred thousand acres of the most 
valuable land in thecountv, and two hundred and four thousand 
dollars of railroad selling weekly in the stock market at thirty per 
cent premium, and yet all that property, manufacturing villaga««, 
land and railroad, was assessed at only $584,840, and yet the Board 
of Supervisors, deeming that assessment too high, took off $119,- 
756. The other manufacturing towns in the county were shown 
similar favors, the assessors leaving out the manufacturing capi- 
tal and the supervisors reducing their valuations below that of 
the assessors. In the city of Hudscm the assessors were more 
generous and the supervisors adopted their valuation. But even 
there there appear acts of special favor to manufacturers. The 
Hudson Iron Company, organized in 1848 under a general law, 
now having a capital of $375,375, producing annually over 
twenty thousand tons of iron and making during the last year a 
semi-annual dividend of twelve per cent., was reduced in the 
assessment over a hundred thousand dollars. And the Colum- 
bia County Iron Company with a legally organized capital of 
$750,000, was assessed at only $300,000. The railroads in Co- 
pake to the amount of $306,000, though selling weekly in the 
stock market at a premium of thirty per cent, was assessed at 
half their corporate value ; and the Copake Iron Company, with 
an annual income of $93,000, was taxed but sixty dollars higher 
than persons in Hillsdale with an income of $1,500. And yet 
the supervisors reduced their valuation $182,000 below that of 
the assessors. In Hillsdale sales made under mortgage fore- 
closures and bequests made in real estate to some and as an 
equivalent to personal property to others, all show that the 
assessors' valuation was above what capitalists would estimate it, 
and yet the supervisors raised their value of real estate in that 
town $371,000 above that of the assessors. The per centage tax 
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shows also the great injustice done by the supervisors^ valuation. 
The favored towns are — 

Claverack 6.5 mills. 

Copake 5.9 ** 

Ghent 5.2" '* 

Greenport 6.2 " 

Hudson 6.2 •' 

Kinderhook 6.5 " 

Stockport 6.1 ** 

Stuyvesant 5.2 " 

The oppressed towns are — 

Ancram 10.0 mills. 

Austerlitz 9.3 " 

Germantown 9.3 " 

Hillsdale 11.3 " 

Livingston 8.1 " 

♦New Lebanon 20.6 ** 

Taghkanic 8.2 ** 

'*'New Lebanon Increased by Interest on town bonds. 

January 12, 1880. 
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NUMBER TWO. 

In 1824 the thirty fifth Board of Supervisors in Columbia 

County consisted of the following members : 

Frederick I. Curtiss Ancram. 

Abraham P. Holdridge « Austerlits. 

Di^vid Warner Canaan. 

Pliny Hudson Chatham. 

John Martin, Jr Claverack. 

John T. Broadhead Clermont. 

William Murray • . .Copake. 

George Rockefeller » Germantown. 

Teunis G. Snyder Ghent. 

William Jordan, Jr Hillsdale. 

Paul Dakin , .Hudson. 

Thomas Bay Hudson. 

John P. Beekman Kinderhook, 

John Van Dusen , Livingston. 

George Cornwall New Lebanon. 

Peter I. Vosburgh Stuyvesant. 

Henry Avery Taghkanic. 

Taghkanic having been divided and the town of Copake just 
established, the Board of Suver visors with great care revised the 
equalization table of the county, which was so satisfactory that 
it was continued unaltered for thirteen years. In 1837 the 
Board consisted of the following members : 

David K. Tripp Ancram. 

Uriah Mallery Austerlita. 

Henry C. Barnes Canaan. 

Levi Pitts Chatham. 

Stephen Storm Claverack. 

Henry H. Feller Clermont. 

WiUiam T. Trafford Copake. 

Loddwick Snyder Gallatin. 

Andrew Hover Germantown. 

3 
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William M. Bunker Ghent. 

Hugli McClellan Greenport 

Jotn P. Collin Hillsdale. 

Lovitt B. Mellen Hudson. 

James Mellen Hudson. 

Lawrence Van Buren Eanderliook. 

Henry Baker Livingston. 

Henry Harrington New Lebanon. 

Thomas Sedgwick Stockport. 

John S. Vosburgh Stuyvesant. 

Hiram Lapham Taghkanic. 

Greenport .haying been set off from Hudson and formed into 
a town, involved the necessity of another revision of the equali- 
zation table, which was done with much care, and in consequence 
the assessors in several of the towns met and revised their 
assessments. That equalization continued until 1852, when it 
was revised but not materially altered. The Supervisors of that 
year were: 

Peter P. Hossman. Ancrani. 

^muel D. Dean '. Austerlitz. 

Kussell Cady Canaan. 

Daniel Reid Chatham. 

Peter Poucher Claverack. 

Peter Potts Clermont. 

John Miller Copake. 

John S. Fulton Gallatin. 

Elias Becker Germantown. 

James Van Dusen Greenport. 

James I. Leggett Ghent. 

John H. Overhiser Hillsdale. 

Philip K. Burger Hudson, 

Edwin C. Terry Hudson. 

William H. Snyder Livingston. 

Aaron Huyck Kinderhook. 

Ira Hand New Lebanon. 

Henry W. Reynolds Stockport. 

Lucas B. Schermerhom Stuyvesant. 

Whiting Sheldon Taghkanic. 

The valuations of real estate established by that Board was 
essentially the same as had existed for long previous and some 
subsequent years. The average tax imposed upon the people 
was two and seven-tenths mills on the dollar, loq^l causes 
making some a trifle higher and others a trifle lower than that 
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average. That and some previous and some subsequent years 
may be considered the halcyon days of the Eepublia Such ven- 
erable statesmen as Webster in the East, Clay in the West, and 
Calhoun in the South, had embraced and formed the compro- 
mii?e of 1850. The people in the States began to consider them- 
selves as members of a great political family, knowing no North 
or South, East or West. The legislatures of Massachusetts and 
New York and Congress in the transfer of Boston Corner had 
fully recognized sovereignty and jurisdiction in the States over 
all their territory. Though Congress possessed sovereignty over 
commerce and diplomacy by the precedent;6f all time, it never 
claimed a right to exercise those prerogatives within States 
without the consent of the legislatures of the States, even in the 
erection of forts or light houses, or to suppress insurrection ; 
having, however, the concurrent right to impose and collect taxes 
for commercial and diplomatic purposes. By the purchase of 
Florida and the annexation of Texas, the States had extended 
their Eastern border from the Gulf of St Lawrence to that of 
Mexico and the Eio Grande river. By the purchase of Louisi- 
ana and the treaty with Mexico, they had extended their pos- 
sessions thousands of miles from the Mississippi river to the 
Pacific oceart, and along that coast thousands of miles from 
Puget Sound to the Gulf of California, embracing some of the 
richest mineral regions in the world. In the obtaining of those 
territories and gifts from Virginia and North Carolina, the States 
had obtained a property interest in many hundreds of millions 
of acres of land with which to pay the expenses of the govern- 
ment Those lands when organized into territorial governments 
by the constitution and the compromise of 1860, possessed all 
the sovereign prerogatives of States, the government retaining a 
property interest in the lands, and before being organized the 
government exercising aside of its property interest only the pre- 
rogatives that it possessed over the people and their property on 
the ocean, being that of protection. The compromise of 1850 
recognized only a constitutional right in the government to im- 
pose duties solely for revenue, which however would give 
incidental protection to manufactures equal to all their labor 
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expended, and would yet leave to agricultural productions all 
the benefits of a growing foreign market 

Under this policy the government was out of debt and the 
products of agriculture, which is ever the source of national 
wealth, to exceed that of all other industrial interests by a thou- 
sand millions of dollars annually. The State of New York was 
out of debt and had built and enlarged the Erie canal, and was 
striped with railroads opening to its commercial city the prospect 
of becoming the most important city in the world, being the 
outlet of the products of the mighty West No necessity exist- 
ing for contracting debts or incurring expenses except for the 
enforcement of the judicious laws then existing. The County 
of Columbia out of debt and requiring no other expenditure 
than such of the past for which a tax of less than three mills on 
the dollar was abundantly sufficient In this state of things, I 
can repeat that these were the halcyon days of our Republic. 

January 19, 1880. 
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NUMBER THREE, 



At a meeting of the taxpayers of Hillsdale on the 17th of 
January inst, upon the eloquent representation of an ex-Super- 
visor, the meeting came to the conclusion that the people of 
Hillsdale was not unreasonably oppressed with taxation and 
should not therefore incur the expense of seeking redress. Had 
my health permitted me to have been present) I should have had 
the stupidity of submitting certain facts for consideration, one of 
which is the following : 

Assessed value of railroads in the county outside of Hudsoti. . . .$ 4,062,000 

Assessed personal property in the county, including banks 6,276,000 

Hudson T^sl estate, including railroads 4,414,000 

Manufactures) including cotton, woolen, iron, paper, mills, 

drugS) brick, liquot^ hosiery, &c » . * * . 5,033,000 

- 

Total.. $18,785,000 

By deducting the above from $29,737,000 it will leave to be 
taxed upon the farm lands $10,690,000, which divided by 282,000, 
the number of acres of land in this county, would show the 
average valuation of farm lands to be a fraction over $28 per 
acre. And I. sbould have submitted to the intelligence of the 
meeting whether an average tax of $33 an acre upon Hillsdale 
•was not a grievance worthy their attention, and would justify 
the trifling expense of calling the State assessors' attention to 
those facts. They certainly would have lent an intelligent ear 
to that complaint, for on the fifth page of their annual report for 
1879 they say : " The owners of land have good reason to com- 
" plain that they have to bear the greater portion of all taxes 
"levied for local and State purposes." And they proposed to 
relieve them by having such taxes imposed upon incorporated 
companies. 
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Oa the nineteenth page of their report the State assessors 
represent as a grievance that the same railroad is assessed twice 
as high in some towns as it is in others. Had I attended the 
Hillsdale meeting I should have advised that the State assessors' 
attention should be called to the fact that on one road crossing 
the county, the stocks of which were selling in the market at a 
premium of 30 per cent, was assessed twice as high per mile as 
another road crossing the county whose stocks were worth 60 
per cent, in the market ; and that if the latter road was assessed 
as high as the former it would relieve the farm lands of the 
county $600,000 tax on capital annually; and in consequence 
the farms of both Copake and Hillsdale would share in the bene- 
fit I would have called the attention of the meetmg to the fact 
that it was not the assessment of farm lands that formed the 
ground of complaint to the people of Hillsdale, but the neglect 
to assess corporate and other real estate, which was a grievance 
to the landholders of both Copake and Hillsdale. But since 
the eloquent gentleman has seen fit to make a comparison be- 
tween certain farms in the towns of Hillsdale and Copake, I 
would have called the attention of the meeting to the fact that 
near half a century ago, in the capacity of executor, I had occa- 
sion to hold mortgages on those farms, and as a matter of secu- 
rity the Copake farm was considered a better security per a<;re, 
under a leasehold title, than the Hillsdale farm with the title in 
fee: the Copake farm being inexhaustible in fertility, enjoying 
the wash from a large portion of the town of Hillsdale. In short, 
I considered the Copake farm to be worth twice as much per 
acre as the farm in Hillsdale. It seems that the assessors of Co- 
pake have come to the same conclusion, and have assessed the 
Copake land twice as high as the land in Hillsdale has been 
assessed. While the Copake farm contains sixteen acres more 
than the Hillsdale farm, and is assessed twice as high, yet it pays 
only six dollars more tax than the Hillsdale farm. That forms 
another subject for investigation by the State assessors. If the 
eloquent gentleman is aggrieved because the people of Hillsdale 
find fault with that state of things, and is pleased to arrogate to 
himself as being the author, he is welcome to the responsibility. 
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I would have called the attention of the meeting to the fact 
that in 1876 the assessors' valuation of the county was $21,433,- 
261, and in consequence of neglecting to assess corporate property 
as shown by the census of 1870, the State assessors raised their 
valuation upon the county up to $30,707,243, and only one vote in 
the board of State assessors saved the county from being assessed 
$3,000,000 higher. As the assessment of that corporate property 
to a great extent is still neglected, and the State assessors are 
now invested with the prerogative of granting redress, and have 
signified their belief that great injustice is done the farmers, I 
would have signified to the meeting the propriety of humbly 
asking them to grant that redress. The town assessors are only 
partially to blame for neglecting to assess manufacturing capital, 
as they are kept in almost total ignorance in respect to it. The 
Massachusetts Legislative Bureau of Statistics on labor report 
that the farm interest in Massachusetts is ruined by high 
taxes and injudicious laws. It reports that not having the 
power to compel answers they could not get information from 
manufacturers, and they would not allow their employes to 
answer under a penalty of being dismissed and advertised to pre- 
vent getting employment elsewhere. Under the same circum- 
stances there is nothing in the New York State census of 1875 
in respect to the capital and operation of manufacturers. In the 
Massachusetts Bureau report on the 50th page for the year 1873, 
they say that when compelled to answer the government mar- 
shals, establishments that were known to have made excessive 
profits, reported a decided loss for their year's work. Yet from 
that government census the State assessors must have learned 
that there was from nine to twelve millions of dollars of un- 
assessed manufacturing capital in the county. They could not 
have included farming capital, for on the fifth page of the report 
they say the farmers have good reason to complain that they had 
to bear too great a proportion of the taxes levied. 

If our ex-Supervisor claims to be the author of having farm 
lands raised in their valuation so as to fill the vacuum made by 
the non-assessment of manufacturing capital, and is exultant 
over it, I cannot participate in his exultation. If he is aggrieved 
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because the people do not approbate his conduct in that respect, 
I cannot join in his grief. He may be jubilant in getting nine 
or twelve millions of manufacturing capital taxed upon the farms, 
but like -^sop's frogs they can truly say that though sport to 
him it is death to them. The county historians, with their limit- 
ed means, discovered that there was over five millions of dollars 
of untaxed manufacturing capital in the county, and the State 
assessors, with their much broader means of observation, discov- 
ered that capital to be from nine to twelve millions of dollars, 
and therefore felt it their duty to raise their assessment upon the 
county from twenty-one to thirty millions of dollars, and to fill 
that vacancy the supervisors saw fit to impose it upon the farm 
lands, thereby raising the valuation of Hillsdale from fifteen to 
over thirty-three dollars per acre ; and as the late meeting in 
Hillsdale has approbated that increase and her ex-Supervisor has 
exulted in claiming to be the author of that increase, the ^tate 
assessors seeing that that manufacturing capital still remains un- 
taxed, will doubtless be disposed to add another ten millions of 
dollars to their valuation, thereby increasing their assessment 
upon the county to forty millions of dollars, and giving the ex- 
Supervisor another opportunity to exult. 

On the 41st page of the annual report of the State assessors, 
it appears that before the nine million increase, the county paid 
into the State school fund near four thousand dollars annually 
more than it received from that fund. The large increase of that 
balance which the action of the State assessors has impose^ upon 
the county, must make the philanthropic heart of the ex-Super- 
visor even swell with exultation when arrogating to himself the 
fame of being its author. 

January 26, 1880. 
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Bad Laws and Corrupt Government. 
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In 1852 the United States, bound together by mere commer- 
cial ties, were existing in most perfect friendship and harmony 
with each other. All the great industrial interests were flourish- 
ing under the natural laws of trade, with the products of agri- 
culture greatly in the ascendant. Men of sterling integrity filled 
official positions. The ballot box was pure. The National and 
State governments were out pf debt The annual national ex- 
penditures were less than sixty millions of dollars. And the 
tax upon the people only the nominal sum of from two to three 
mills on the dollar. 

At the expiration of another quarter of a century a national 
debt had accumulated of thousands of millions of dollars, with 
nothing to show for it but half a million of grave-stones and 
an annual pension list of thirty-five millions of dollars; a na- 
tional annual expenditure of over two hundred and fifty millions 
of dollars. The State of New York had contracted a debt of 
many millions with nothing to show for it but an immense 
marble folly at Albany. The county of Columbia had contrac- 
ted a debt of many thousands with nothing to show for it ; and 
the taxes upon the people had been raised from an average of 
less than three mills on the dollar to an average of ten mills on 
the foliar, and that tax imposed to a great extent on farm lands. 
The productions of agriculture had sunk to a second-rate inter- 
est; the commerce of the country thrown into foreign ships; 
the whole industry of the country deranged ; the political and 
religious press subsidized ; the ballot-box corrupted ; a majority 
4 
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of men in office were proverbially knaves ; and wickedness and 
crime rampant everywhera The cause ofctliis degeneracy shoald 
be ascertained and the people should apply the remedy. 

By the census of 1870 it was found that it required $9,599,- 
682,230 of capital and 5,922,471 laborers in agriculture to create 
$2,447,538,658 products ; while in manufactures it required only 
$2,118,208,769 of capital with 2,053,996 laborers to create 
$4,232,325,442 products. From this it woald appear that it 
would reqijire over eight times as much capital and four times 
as mucb l^bor to produce a given amount of products in agricul- 
ture as was required in manufactures. And yet the great bur- 
den of taxation was imposed upon the farming interest, and the 
manufacturers were protected from foreign competition by an 
average duty of fifty per cent imposed upon imports. It can 
not escape the most obtuse mind that laws producing such effects 
would naturally produce all the degeneracy, wickedness and 
crime existing in this country. 

Now we will look at the state of things in Columbia county. 
On the 137th page of the County History it appears that in 
manufactures $5,033,505 of capital with 3,551 operatives created 
$6,737,568 products; while in agriculture over 8,000 operatives 
with farm land amounting to $19,130,749, according to the 43d 
page of the report of the State assessors, produced only $2,444,- 
012 of products, and yet upon that agricultural capital is imposed 
nearly two-thirds of the taxes of the county. Would not such 
a state of things account for national degeneracy and wicked- 
ness and crime ? That $5,000,000 capital and its products men- 
tioned in the County History doubtless constitutes but a small 
portion of what is existing in the county, and it almost entirely 
escapes assessments, notwithstanding their enormous profits. 
Banks are very fairly assessed, but we will look a little at rail- 
roads. The Hudson Eiver is 144 miles long. Its incorporated 
capital is $12,391,363, of which over $9,000,000 is real estate. 
Its personal over and above its debts is taxable in the city of 
New York. Its real is taxable in the towns through which it 
runs, at the rate of sixty-two thousand dollars per mile. It runs 
twenty-eight miles in Columbia county a double track, and is 
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assessed only forty-eight thousand dollars per mile. The Harlem 
road is 130^ miles longj with a coporate capital of $8,127,388, of 
which over $5,500,000 is real estate taxable at the rate of forty* 
two thousand dollars a mile, being only a single track. It runs 
twenty-eight miles in Columbia county, and is assessed at only 
twenty thousand dollars per mile, though its stock is worth a 
premium of sixty per cent in the market Such is the char- 
ficter of assessments upon railroads in the county. 

Now in respect to the towns in Columbia county. At the 
census of 1840, Stockport had over $800,000 of manufacturing 
capital, and has doubtless increased it four fold since. It has 
$204,000 of railroad, 164,000 personal property, and all of which, 
including its farm lands, was assessed $649,280, and the Super- 
visors in their valuation reduced it to $529,624, a reduction of 
$120,000. An eX'Supervisor of Hillsdale and the editor of 
an obscure country paper make a mighty effort to convince the 
public that that is right The town of Hillsdale has the largest 
territory of any town in the county except two, and has the 
smallest population except five, and that population has re- 
cently diminished one-quarter, and is still diminishing. Its 
lands were assessed for all they would sell for in the market, and 
the Supervisors in their wisdom added five hundred thousand 
dollars to that assessment, and the eloquent ex-Superarisor is 
hilarious upon the subject, and is trying to instill into others 
the same spirit Of near a hundred and ninety farms in that 
town, there are not thirty that would sell at mortgage sale for 
the supervisors' valuation. Outside of the city of New York 
there are only five counties that pay into the State School fund 
more^ money than they draw out, and Columbia is one of these 
counties. Its people pay thousands of dollars annually that is 
not returned to them, and the farm lands bear the burden. 

February 5, 1880. 
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THE MATTER OF TAXATION. 
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By a typographical error in one of my late communications, 
Hillsdale was substituted for Hudson, and that error of the 
printer has been taken advantage of by a local paper, in its issue 
of the 6th of February inst, and he has expended quite a mathe* 
matical and editorial argument upon it He would have saved 
something of an argument upon the subject of railroads if he 
had read the Huoson Register of the 5th inst I will therefore 
call his attention more particularly to it : 

The grading and masonry of the Hudson River Railroad cost. . . . $5,142,811 

Bridges. ." 262,595 

Superstructure, including iron 2,218,977 

Buildings, including passenger and freight stations 715,960 

Land and fences 876,538 

Superstructure, including iron for second track 2,500,000 

Real Estate $11,716,381 

Personal assets 3,100,000 

The personal assets over and above debts are taxable in the 
city of New York ; the real estate taxable in the towns in pro- 
portion to distance. The stock is worth a premium of thirty 
per cent in the market, and the distance run 144 miles, making 
the real estate value $72,000 per mile. It runs twenty-eight 
miles in Columbia county and is assessed only $48,000 per mile, 
being a gross undervaluation in the county of $796,000. The 
real estate of the Harlem road is $5,508,989 ; its length one hun- 
dred and thirty miles, twenty-eight of which is in Columbia 
county. Its cost value is $42,000 per mile. It is the most val- 
uable railroad stock in the market, being at a premium of 
sixty per cent, and yet it is assessed at only $20,000 per mile, 
being a gross undervaluation in the county of $616,000. These 
facts are submitted to the candid consideration of the editor 
aforesaid. 
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In 1875 farmers could not realize that the market value of 
their farms had been reduced one-half. Or if they realized that 
fact they trusted that it was only temporary and would soon 
recover from the depression. They were also the homes of their 
deat ones, and frequently the places of their birth, and unless 
compelled by necessity they would not sell them at even the 
late inflated pricea In almost every instance the marshal taking 
the census suggested those inflated valuations, and they did not 
feel disposed to waste words with him upon the subject And 
I have been greatly mistake^ in my opinion of the generosity 
of the said alleged editor, or he would not insist that those valu- 
ations should form the basis upon which to assess those lands, 
when he, as a lawyer, knows that the market value under a 
forced sale of lands, is the basis of assessment contemplated by 
law. If the editor knew that the State debts had been con- 
tracted under the influence of incorporated companies, and prin- 
cipally for their benefit, he would nof feel greatly shocked if 
the payment of the interest on that debt was imposed upon 
those .companies as suggested by the State assessora If the 
editor should insist upon the census of 1875 being the basis 
upon which to assess farms, it would lead to a conclusion differ- 
ent from what he anticipates, I had estimated stock, &c., among 
the raw material of the farmer. He is pleased to include it in 
the capital stock, amounting in all to the sum of $26,636,168. 
By the State sssessors' estimate, taken from the census, that 
capital produced a gross saje of $2,444,012. 

By the county history, on the 137th page, it appears that 
manufacturing capital amounting to $5,033,505 produced $6,737,- 
568, and at vastly less expense in labor than that expended by 
the farmera And yet the editor would impose upon that agri- 
cultural capital three-fourths of the expense of the State and 
county. It is just that policy that a legislative bureau in Massa- 
chusetts, in four successive years had reported as ruining the 
agriculture of that State. It is just the policy that has ruined 
the agricultural interests in the State of Connecticut Gov. 
Andrews in that State in his late message says : " It is a mat- 
" ter of serious concern that year by year our agricultural popu- 

• 
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" lation grows less and less. Here there are houses and barns 
" already built, farms enclosed, land broken, fruit trees in bear- 
" ing, markets at the doors, social, intellectual and religious 
** privileges, convenient — all these in a healthy climate and amid 
" beautiful scenery — ^yet those to the manor bom are leaving 
** them, and there are none to fill their places. We doubt if 
^Hhere is a town in the State where good farms are not for sale 
" at prices that would scarcely pay for the buildings upon them." 
The policy that is doing that mischief in Connecticut has recent- 
ly diminished the agricultural population of Hillsdale one-fourth, 
and will soon be general throughout the State if the policy of 
said editor is allowed to prevail 
February 10, 1880. 
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For over a half century the agricaltural lands of Columbia 
county were as-essed at an average of $85 per acre ; those of 
Hillsdale being at about $17 per acre. In 1878 the Supervisors 
raised their equalized valuation of those lands in the gross to 
about $53 per acre ; those of Hillsdale being at $38 per acre. 
The farmers of Hillsdale feeling aggrieved at that valuation, a 
death blow was given to their complainings at a meeting on the 
17th of January, as an ex-Supervisor in an eloquent speech 
demonstrated to them that they had no cause for complaint, and 
a debt of gratitude was due to him for not having their valuation 
fixed much higher, as an intelligent lawyer who had taken the 
census of 1875, and knew nothing about farm lands, had fixed 
the average valuation of those lands in Hillsdale at $48 per acre. 
Those farmers whose homes were endeared to them, and would 
not sell at any reasonable price, allowed him to fix such value 
as he pleased ; and those farmers whose circumstances made a 
sale of their lands desirable, were pleased to have him fix such 
price as would enhance their valua Of course, his valuation 
would be of the smallest account in fixing the legal valuation of 
those lands. The fluctuations in the value of farm lands would 
make actual sales a poor criterion for fixing the legal taxable 
valuation of those lands. 

During the last fifty years a continuous line of lands through 
the most valuable portions of Hillsdale, from the Austerlitz to 
the Copake line, have sold from five to thirty dollars per 
acre. One of the most valuable of these farms has sold once for 
thirty, once for thirty-five, twice for seventy dollars per acre, 
and now, at forced sale, would not probably sell Ibr over thirty- 
five dollars per acre. A farm bounding it on two sides that had 
been twice sold for sixty dollars per acre, has recently, at mort- 
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gage sale, brought only twenty-eight dollars per acre. A farm 
in the same vicinity that had once sold for seventy dollars per 
acre, subsequently sold for thirty-three dollars per acre. An- 
other farm that had four times sold for forty dollars per acre, 
subsequently sold for twenty dollars per acra Another farm, 
upon which in 1842 a mortgage had been put for $3,500 to 
secure a part of the purchase money, in 1879, when that mort- 
gage had been reduced to $2,200, a part payment was demanded 
for no conceivable reason than the sinking value of lands, 
making the security insufficient • The true legal value upon 
which to assess farm lands is their net annual income, which is 
one third of their actual income, according to time atd immemo- 
rial usaga The gross income of the farms in Columbia county 
by the census of 1845 was $2,152,118. Their gross income in 
1875, as will appear upon the 48d page of the late State assess- 
ors' report, was $2,444,012. The one fixing the taxable value 
of these farms, by the rule suggested, at twenty-seven dollars 
per acre, the other fixing the value at twenty-eight dollars per 
acre. The gross income of the lands in Hillsdale in 1845 was 
$I52,70p, which, according to the rule suggested, would fix the 
assessable value of those lands at sixteen dollars per acre. This 
rule prevailed for over half a century, and until men in ofiice 
represented a corrupted ballot box rather than the people. It 
was a rule equitable 'and satisfactory as between the towns in 
the county, and as between the counties in the State. In respect 
to railroads, the annual report of the State Engineer and Sur- 
veyor is a sure and equitable guide for their assessment Being 
a body corporate their locality embraced their whole length as 
far as real estate was concerned ; their local value at any point 
only affecting their gross value, and as inseperable and import- 
ant in that valuation in the poorer towns as the head is to the 
goose that laid the golden egg. Such in fact is the settled policy 
of assessing those roads, the same price per mile in the one town 
that it is in the other, throughout its length. If such laws as 
prevail in respect to railroads were made applicable to manufac- 
turing establishments and money investments, accompanied by 
penalties and forfeitures for false reports, and a judicious scruti- 
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ny pto those reports, it would add immensely to the taxable 
property of the State, and the great injustice of assessing some 
in part and some in full, and some not at all, would cease to 
prevail The State assessors having submitted this subject for 
the consideration of the legislature, it is to be hoped that they 
will make a judicious disposition of it 

To illustrate the matter of assessments as now existing, we 
will take the town of Stockport as an example : 

Its assessed value is $649,280. Its equalized valuation is $529,524 

It has five miles of H. R. Railroad, which at $72,000 per mile is. . $360,000 

6.194 acres of farm lands at $31 per acre 192,014 

Personal property 63,000 

Total $615,014 

Now let Die ask where is that $800,000 of manufacturing capi- 
tal that existed by the census of 1840 ? If that has got to be a 
myth, as insinuated by the editor of a local paper, let me ask 
where is that manufacturing capital which a few years since was 
a newspaper boast as having produced $65,000 net income in 
fifteen months ? Where are the four villages estimated with 
their four of the most valuable water privileges in the State ? 
And where are the factories estimated that according to the 
County Directory employ one hundred and nineteen men as 
laborers, being over one-third of the male population of the 
town? 

Can the ex-Supervisor of Hillsdale, whose eloquence gave a 
death blow to the solicitude of the farmers upon this subject, 
answer these questions ? I can ask equally pertinent questions 
in respect to the neighborhood of the aforesaid editor. Can he 
answer them ? Will he explain to us why farmers ought not to 
feel some solicitude upon the subject? 

February 16, 1880. 
5 
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By law, real estate is to be assessed at such price as the assess^ 
ors in their discretion would appraise it in the payment of a just 
debt against a solvent debtor. Therefore, the price at which 
that property would sell under all the provisions of a mortgage 
foreclosure should, in my opinion, be the basis upon which it 
should be assessed. Since I have been made the subject of a 
sneer by the editors of a couple of country papers in respect to 
that opinion, I presume they are in sympathy with those wha 
composed a meeting in Hillsdale who thought farmers ought 
not to complain if assessed twice as high as that provision of 
law contemplated. Let me therefore call their attention to the 
fact that a legislative bureau in Massachusetts has reported that 
it is just this view of the subject of assessment and taxation that is 
ruining the agricultural interest in Massachusetts. It is just that 
policy which, according to the late annual message of the Gov- 
ernor of Connecticut, has reduced the price of lands so low that 
there is- not a town in the State in which farms cannot be bought 
for just the cost of the buildings erected upon them. Instead of 
being sneered at, my opinions have been so far respected that I 
have received from some of the most respectable citizens of that 
State pamphlets containing important information on the subject 
of taxation and other subjects upon which I have treated in my 
communications to the Eegister and Gazette, Among these pam- 
phlets just received is one from legislative commissioners con- 
taining over 480 pages upon the subject of railroad taxation. 
It appears to have been a subject of sufficient importance to 
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Tuamse the executive department of the United States to corres- 
pond with all the States in the Union and most of the govern- 
ments in Europe. The established conclusion come to is that 
roads should be taxed upon their whole capital in towns in 
proportion to the distance run as a matter of equity between 
town and town, county and county, and State and State. The 
only open question is whether the assessment should be upon 
the whole capital, or gross income, or net income, and whether 
injustice to roads in debt the personal assets ought not to be 
added to the real estate, particukrly in those cases where the 
debts of the corporation exceed the amount of their personal 
assets. 

In respect to farm lands, the conclusion is that they should 
be assessed upon their net income, being one-third of their gross 
income, as practiced for half a century when men in office repre- 
sented the people rather than a corrupted ballot box. The con- 
clusion is that manufacturers should no longer be exempted 
from taxation. By the census of 1870 their productions amount- 
ed in the State of New York to $787,776,218. As a given 
amount of those productions required only one-eighth the capital 
And one-fourth the labor required in agriculture, if agriculture is 
assessed on one-third of its productions manufactures should be 
assessed on two-thir^ of . its productions. An addition of five 
or six hundred millions of dollars to the assessed property of the 
State would give a very sensible relief to the oppressed agricul- 
tural interest. In order to impose the tax judiciously, manufac- 
turers should be required, to make as thorough reports as are 
required of railroads. Should they make false reports, as the 
Massachusetts bureau suggests that they do in that State, the 
oensus of 1870 would aid very much in detecting that falsehood, 
and for which the law should impose severe penalties and for- 
feitures. This subject having been submitted to the legislature 
by the State assessors, it is to be hoped that they will make a 
judicious disposition of it. 

Among the pamphlets sent me from Connecticut is one in 
respect to the settlement of the boundary line between that 
State and New York, in which the doctrine of State sovereignty 
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is recognized, as in the cession of Boston Corner to New York, 
and that of certain lands ceded by the State of Vermont Other 
very important subjects are presented in pamphlets received, 
which I will notice in some future numbers. Editorial sneers 
will not prevent me from giving my candid opinion upon those 
subjects. My attention has been called to the fact that 800,000 
gallons of rum with one missionary has just been shipped from 
the city of New York. Eeports upon commerce and navigation 
show that no such case ever occurred before in New York. If 
to conceal their operations the Boston rum distillers now send 
their ships to New York to obtain their manifests,, it is their 
privilege to do so. 
February 23, 1880. 
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The Unjust Burdens of Agriculture. 



A sale of lands under a mortgage foreclosure requires some 
months of time and some hundreds of dollars expenditure, with 
both debtor and creditor interested in the attainment of the 
highest price. By law lands are to be assessed at the appraised 
value of the same in payment of a just debt due from a solvent 
debtor. Because I had expressed an opinion that the price ob- 
tained under such mortgage sale was generally the price con- 
templated in the law in respect to assessments, I have beea 
sneered at by the Kinderhook paper, and the Columbia Bepvhlir 
carij and now another country editor expresses his doubts upon 
the subject I shall not waste words with these gentlemen upon 
the subject, and will submit the matter to an intelligent com- 
munity. I most heartily concur with the editor of the Philmont 
paper in his declaration that " other considerations than taxes 
"enter into the question of the ruin of agriculture in the States 
"of Massachusetts and Connecticut, as described by a legislative 
"bureau in one and the Governor in another State." On the 
46th page of the report of the bureau for the year 1872 it reads 
that "there is much truth in the complaint that the increase of 
" taxation is the cause of the decline of agriculture, and that the 
" farmers are the heaviest taxed of any class of the community." 
The same declaration is made in the same words on the 41st 
page of the report for 1878. 

But wicked laws, among which is the imposition of high du- 
ties upon certain imports and a free list in respect to others, have 
been the greatest cause of the decline of agriculture over the 
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whole country, and has in fact been the parent and producing 
cause of those high taxes. I most heartily concur with that 
editor in his intimations of the prosperity of other interests in 
those States in comparison with other periods. In 1840 in Mas- 
sachusetts 87,837 laborers were employed in agriculture, pro- 
ducing $16,065,627 of products, while 85,170 laborers were 
employed in manufactures, who produced $63,903,617 of these 
products. In 1870 there were only 32,885 laborers employed in 
agriculture in Massachusetts, producing a little over $6,000,000 
of products, while 216,258 were employed in manufactures, 
producing $551,855,067 of products. That extraottinary change 
of circumstances was produced by laws which imposed the 
heaviest burden of taxation upon agriculture, and also imposed 
upon it the burden of conferring special favors upon manufac- 
tures. The same policy has produced the same eflfects in all the 
other States. From 1840 to 1870 the products of the manufac- 
turers increased in Massachusetts from $255,515,922 to $551,- 
805,067. In New York they increased from $378,870,999 to 
$787,776,218, while the products of agriculture in both States 
were greatly diminished. In accounting for these circumstances 
I must beg leave to differ ma.terially from this scribbler. He says 
those laborers went west to cultivate more fertile soils. I say 
those laborers were driven by necessity to become tramps, and 
that they did not go west to cultivate more fertile soils is proved 
by the fact that agricultural products have not been sensibly on 
the increase. Those products formerly exceeded all others by a 
thousand million of dollars annually, while now in a boasted 
prosperous year they but a little exceed half the products of the 
manufacturers, and but little exceed what they were twenty 
years ago. 

The products of agriculture in Columbia county in 1878 were 
$2,444,072, and but a little exceeding those products of 1845. 
Those agricultural products do not exceed one-fifth of the in- 
oome of other industrial interests in tfie county, and yet two- 
thirds of the taxes of the county are imposed upon the agricul- 
ture of the county. The assessors* attention should be called 
apecially to the untaxed property in the county. Mr. Phillips, 
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witli his formidable reform association, perhaps might exert a 
salutary influence upon the subject If they could not purify the 
ballot box they may be able to purify the assessment roll. But 
seriously, a mighty effort will be made in the coming year to 
fasten forever that policy upon the country which has built up 
such mighty monied interests at the expense of agriculture, and 
to that end cunning and corruption will be put in requisition 
beyond anything before witnessed in our country, and in my 
opinion every one who takes a bribe for his vote may find it the 
price of his future liberty. How can farmers and laborers be so 
blind as not to make perhaps the final effort now to save them- 
selves from degradation and slavery ? 
March 1, 1880. 
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SLAVERY AND THE WAR. 



Who are Responsible for them ?~ Authority 
from an Unexpected Source. 
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I have just received a pamphlet of 172 pages, published at a 
theological institution under the patronage of the Freedman's 
Aid Society. It is entitled " Negro Civilization in the South." 
It first gives the moral, political and financial effect of slavery in 
the South ; then a glance at African history ; next the ethno- 
logical status of the negro, and then the progress of negro edu- 
cation, and closes with a history of the literary institutions 
established for their benefit. I will therefore refer to the pages 
where this pamphlet corroborates important statements in my 
lately published "Political History." 

On the eighth page it cites a speech of Gen. Garfield, at Cam- 
bridge, Ohio, August 27th, 1879, in which he candidly confessed 
that " the institution of slavery was one of the first causes of the 
" late civil war, and those who fought on the side of that insti- 
"tution were not responsible for that cause, as they were born 
"to it" He admitted that "the North first stole the slaves and 
"sold them to the South." 

On page ninth the pamphlet states that the English began to 
introduce negro slavery into Yirginia in a Dutch vessel in the 
month of August, 1620. On the eleventh page the pamphlet 
states that in 1787 four-fifths of the American, people earnestly 
desired the immediate abolition of the African slave trade, but 
all the New England States and four of 'the Southern States, 
under the influence of Mr. Pinckney, prevented such abolition. 
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It must be borne in mind that for that service of Mr. Pinckney 
he and his brother for sixteen years received the united support 
of all the New England States for the highest offices in the na- 
tion, executive and diplomatic ; while Mr. Madison and others 
who sought to abolish the Afriqan slave trade were as univer- 
sally execrated by those New England States. On page seven' 
teenth it reads: "The aristocracy overthrown at the South, 
" was succeeded by a dangerous aristocracy at the North ; bonded 
" wealth began to enslave the poor white man — soul, and brain, 
"and body." On page nineteenth it reads: "National, State 
"and other debts have piled up to a huge pyramid of debt, its 
"crushing weight resting on the tender shoulders of the people." 
On page twenty-third it reads: "In 1772 the legislature of 
"Virginia addressed the King of Great Britain, exposing the 
"inhumanity of slavery. The King in reply said that upon 
"pain of his displeasure the importation of slaves should not be 
"obstructed." On page twenty-fourth it reads that the Hon. R 
W. Thompson, now United States Secretary of the Navy, at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, August 11th, 1855, said: "The people 
"of New England and not those of the South fixed the blot of 
"slavery upon our institutions. In the convention that made 
" the constitution New England favored the slave trade, while 
"Virginia opposed it with all the power of her great men. 
"Had JN'ew England voted with Virginia then, slave impor- 
" tation would have been cut off, and bv this time but few if 
"any slaves would have been in the United States." On page 
twenty-fifth it reads that only about one man ili twenty in the 
South were slave holders. On the same page it reads that, 
" though by a law of the United States and the laws of most 
"civilized nations the' African slave trade was made piracy, no 
" conviction was obtained until November 1861, when Nathaniel 
** Gordon was convicted of that crime." 

It will be remembered that the trade was prosecuted with im- 
punity under the law of 1793, passed by the influence of Massa- 
chusetts statesmen. On page twenty-eight it quotes from the 
new American Cyclopedia, page 710, where it reads that " the 
"whole number of Africans taken for slaves is estimated at 
6 
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" forty millions," a portion of whom perished in the passage, and 
the Kving were distributed to different sections of the country* 
The average was of course over.100,000 a year for three hun- 
dred years. On page forty-seven it reads that " the South in the 
" act of secession committed a-rash and thoughtless but surely 
" not a guilty deed. The right they exercised was inexpressibly 
" injudicious, but it is a right that pulsates at the very core of 
"American institutions." On the same page it reads, "Now 
" that slavery is gotfe, let us look to it that our government 
" becomes a £overnm;ent of consent and ndt of force. Let us 
" look to it that the spirit of American liberty be not crucified 
" in her own temple." On page forty-ei^ht it reads that the 
civil war cost the United States $9,700,000,000, while the Cri- 
mean war and Italian war of 1859, the Schleswig-Holstein war, 
Austrian and Prussian war of 1866, Franco-Prussian war and 
Turco-Eussian war cost the European governments only $5,066,- 
000,000— leaving the balance against us of $4,635,000,000. 
On the forty-ninth page it reads that the Southern people com- 
plain that it was dishonorable in the North to raise the cry 
" Preservation of the Union," while the freedom of the negro 
was their real object On the same page it reads that Abraham 
Lincoln had sworn to obey and protect th« constitution and did 
not dare to violate his oath. When the Southern States had 
thrown off the allegiance and refused to return to the compact 
of their fathers, then came the moment of action, and on the 
fifty-first page it cites the declaration of Andrew Jackson, " The 
Federal Union it must and shall be preserved." 

From these quotations it will be seen that in reciting facts the 
pamphlet is truthful, but in drawing the final conclusion we dis- 
cover the priest rather than the statesman or the lawyer. Lin- 
coln's oath, like that of all other officers in towns, counties, 
States and nation, was to discharge his constitutional duties 
under the prerogatives that the law conferred upon him. He 
had no judicial or legislative powers, and he certainly did not 
possess the war power, or the power to raise armies and declare 
blockades, or invade States. Andrew Jackson after making the 
declaration quoted, submitted the matter to Congress for its 
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action, and it removed the cause of grievanca Had Mr. Lincola 
done so he would have saved all the terrible consequences that 
have accrued. Had he acted upon his own convictions and that 
of his own cabinet, as described in the North American Review 
of November, 1879, he would have saved all the terrible conse* 
quences that have accrued- If he had doubts upon the subject 
and had submitted the matters in controversy to the courts, he 
would have saved the bitter consequences. If our government 
is not one of force, as admitted by the author of the pamphlet 
tinder consideration, he certainly shouM not have used force till 
authorized by the war power. If the Southern States in seceding 
merely committed a rash act and not a guilty deed, as admitted 
by the author of the pamphlet, Mr. Lincoln certainly should 
not have acted till authorized by the war power. And his inva- 
sion of Virginia certainly was without excuse, for that State had 
done no act complained of, and only used force to defepd her 
constitutional rights. But yielding to the wicked influence of a 
Governor of Massachusetts, Mr. Lincoln brought one of the 
greatest calamities upon his country, and it will require a mighty 
effort of intelligence and patriotism at our coming elections, or 
the people will have lost their liberties. And in place of those 
liberties the most despicable despotism that ever existed will be 
substituted. That 40,000,000 of Africans had been sacrificed 
may shock the credulity of some, but the fact is easily suscepti- 
ble of proof to which I may hereafter call attention. I will now 
only cite one authority. Dr. Livingston stated that " 90,000 of 
" those slaves were exported annually, and that the slaves borne 
" away represented but a small part of the misery which the traffic 
*' entailed upon the people. The slaughter in the capture of 
" those slaves was most frightful." The Bishop of Winchester 
fixed it at ten killed to one taken ; and he fixed the gross num- 
ber of the killed and captured at from 350,000 to 500,000 
annually. The Eev. Jeremy Belknap, of Boston, as early as 
1780, stated that Boston rum was the main-spring to that trade, 
and history confirms his statement And yet because of those 
slaves Boston rum distillers and Lowell shoddyites formed the 
Republican party and plunged the States into the civil war. 
March 8, 188a 
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A TIMELY WARNING. 



Stubborn Facts for Reflective Readers. 



Could the natives- of Australia get control of the lightning or 
some other means as much superior to the war guns of the pres- 
ent day as the Belgian musket is superior to the war spears of 
the African, and should they with such means destroy thirty 
millions of our people, and carry .ten millions ironed in malari- 
ous ships to slavery, leaving ten millions of helpless children to 
perish around the ashes of what had been their homes, it would 
be too inhuman to be believed. But during the past three hun- 
dred years, forty millions of mild, inoffensive Africans have 
suffered in just that way, and with no higher motive than to 
sell a few thousand hogsheads annually of Boston rum. Under 
these circumstances it is not surprising that the same rum has 
been used to brutalize the Indians and annihilate them, and to 
corrupt and brutalize the people of the United States, and under 
a professed philanthropy to involve them in civil war costing a 
million of lives and ten thousand millions of treasure ; and by 
wicked laws to crush the agricultural interest of the country in 
order to build up a manufacturing aristocracy, who would de- 
prive the people of the States of their reserved sovereignty, such 
as the people of Canada are allowed to enjoy ; and through, 
crushing debt and taxation throw the lands of the country into 
the hands of that aristocracy and reduce the people to the con- 
dition of those in Ireland. It cannot escape the eye of the 
intelligent observer that such is our tendency, and that that 
object has almost been attained. Unless the people this very 
year, through their su&ages, shall burst the chain that is bind* 
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ing them, that chain will doubtless be riveted upon them forever. 

One-third of the nominal wealth of the country consists of 
debts held principally by that aristocracy. Nearly two-thirds of 
the products of the industry of the country goes into the pockets 
of that aristocracy, and while its value is enhanced by an inexora- 
ble tariff upon imports, its capital to a great extent is exempted 
from taxation for the support of the government That aristocra- 
cy, through corrupt legislation, has acquired the title to all the 
most valuable of the public domain, and by that means have 
acquired the control of the States springing into existence upon 
that domain. That aristocracy by fraud have seized the executive 
branch of the government; it has corrupted the ballot box, 
causing most official positions to be held by knaves ; it has 
subsidized the pulpit and the press through which all the purest 
men of the nation are assailed and their reputations are black- 
ened, while as the abject tools of knaves they misrepresent and 
oppose every measure which has a tendency to promote the 
interests and preserve the liberties of the peopla The men that 
that aristocracy are presentingr as the future executive in the 
government are characteristic of the party. The one is the 
representative of the fishing, rum-distilling interests of New 
England. The other, their bull-headed tool in a war wickedly 
provoked and unlawfully commenced. Though supplied with 
men and means beyond that of almost any military commander 
in history, ne never gained a brilliant victory. He often suffered 
most humiliating repulses, and human life was most recklessly 
sacrificed under his command. It i^only his readiness of being 
the doggedly subservient tool of the knaves who control this 
aristocracy that commends him to the position it is sought to 
have him occupy. Another of their favored candidates recently 
fled before the shot gun of an incensed husband. Another 
should blush at the name of Mrs. Surratt. And still another is 
the author of that reconstruction policy which is intended to 
revolutionize the government and reduce the people to slavery. 

From such a party with thdr antecedents and such leaders, 
nothing humane can be expected. The same beastly cruelties 
that they have been for centuries and are still inflicting upon 
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the poor inofEensive people of Africa, they would not hesitate to 
inflict upon the people of their own country to gratify their 
avarica Under the influence of their subsidized press and pul- 
pit, and their corrupted ballot box and executive patronage, 
and their control of the public lands and the monopolized wealth 
of the nation, that aristocracy are sanguine in their ability to* 
confer arbitrary power upon either of their favorite candidates. 
But the people have one more chance through their suffrages to 
preserve that liberty conferred upon them by their ancestors. It 
would be strange and lamentable indeed that the American 
people should lose those liberties in a single century which other 
people have enjoyed for thousands of %eara A glance at the 
history of that corrupt aristocracy for the last twenty years may 
possibly inspire the people to an effo^ that may save their sink- 
ing liberties. 
March 15, 1880. 
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REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATES. 
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Genuine and Artificial Wealth. 



• »■» 



In 1850 the value of the real and personal estate of the people 
of the United States was $7,135,780,228. In 1860 it was $16,- 
150,614,068, most of which was capital which gave employment 
to the industry of the country. In 1870, notwithstanding ten 
thousand millions had been expended in the civil war and three 
thousand millions more in the freedom of the slaves, the real 
and personal property of the people of the States amounted to 
$30,068,518,507, a large portion of which consisted in corpora- 
tion stocks or in national, state or individual indebtedness, and 
held by those who had wickedly fomented dissensions among 
the people of the States and then influenced the President to 
plunge into the civil war without the authority of the constitu- 
tional war power. 

The same means that were used to transfer the wealth of the 
nation to the pockets of the few still continue, varied only by 
the difference in expenditure between war and peace. The 
expenses of the war and other extravagant expenditure produced 
an artificial wealth of not less than fifteen thousand millions of 
dollars. Now extravagant salaries to be paid for necessary and 
sinecure offices and salary grabs, credit mobiliers and stealing 
by official knaves, and a corrupt and unconstitutional system of 
internal improvements, will create an artificial wealth for the 
few knaves which will be shown in the census of 1880 to have 
increased the national wealth to forty thousand millions of dol- 
lars. As soon as the industry of the people shall have increased 
capital enough to excite the cupidity of the fishing, manufaotur- 
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ing and rum-distilling interests of New England, some knavish 
Ben Butler may be employed to excite insurrection among some 
.white or black population somewhere, and some thick headed 
President may be induced to commence a war again without the 
authority of Congress, and he would be able to find a precedent 
for doing so, and if necessary he could have Judges like Bradley 
and Strong to produce plausible reasons in favor of his action. 
In a war thus commenced the knavish few will pocket again a 
large portion of the real wealth of the nation and at least a 
thousand millions of that which is artificially created. 

Had Mr. Tilden been permitted to occupy the official position 
to which the people had elected him in 1876, all this would 
have been obviated and our government would have been re- 
stored to its original principles. I should be happy to see him 
elected to that position in 1880, notwithstanding he was active 
in the prosecution of William M. Tweed and may not have paid 
as much interest tax as he might have dona I should be happy 
to see Thomas F. Bayard elected to that position, notwithstand- 
ing he may at some time have expressed sentiments in accordance 
with those who made our federal constitution. I should be 
happy to see any of a score of names that I could mention elected 
to that position, notwithstanding all that a subsidized press and 
pulpit could say to their prejudice. Could I see any of those 
men inaugurated in the Presidential chair to be sustained by a 
congenial Congress in both its branches, I would consent, if 
necessary to such consummation, to (no, not to be crucified, that 
is too horrible to be conceived,) but I would consent to part 
from life with as little physical suffering as God in His niercy 
would allow. 

March 22, 1880. 
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Examples of Unjust Assessment and 

Taxation. 



♦ ♦' '• 



In 1864 the resources of the Southern confederacy in the civil 
war had become exhausted and they were suing for peace. 
Those people of the North who had wickedly provoked and 
commenced the war had created a debt, national, State and cor- 
porate, of ten thousand millions of dollars. They had possessed 
themselves of that debt and called it "a national blessing," and 
they sought to increase that "blessing." They had at the head 
of their armies and the commander-in-chief of them all, a most 
obsequious tool of knaves, and though having at his command a 
million of men he was prevailed upon to call for a half million 
more; and a most willing Eepublican Congress authorized the 
call. Those troops were never raised, but commuted for gener- 
ally at the rate of $800 each. Towards that commutation 
Hillsdale was taxed over $40,000. Towards the taxes of that 
year, civil and military, the writer of these lines paid $1,351.85, 
viz: He paid $72.38 June 18th, 1864, and $651,97 October 17th, 
1864, and $627.50 January 6th, 1865. His income of that year 
was $2,385.55, of which $1,127.12 was received Irom Frederick 
Miles for wood and timber. Besides the ordinary answer to the 
United States assessor he was required to report specially what 
funds he held for the benefit of others, from which it appeared 
that he held large trusts for the benefit of widows and orphans, 
and those funds were also proportionately taxed. Had the same 
proportionate tax been imposed upon those who had wickedly 
7 
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provoked and commenced the war and created the debts, natioflal, 
State and corporate, and possessed themselves of it, it would 
have paid the national debt and the enormous acruing expenses 
of 1864 in that single year. To see how that petted interest was 
assessed that year I will cite a single example : 

THE COPAKE IROK WORKS. 

8,700 tons of iron manufactured annually, at $70 per ton 9250,000 

6,000 tons ore from ore bed. at $4 per ton ^ . . . 00,000 

Use of Whitbeck farm 500 

$279,500 

This estimate is upon the prices prevailing in 1864, and the 
gross income exceeds by $100,000 that of all the farms in the 
town of Hillsdale, and the assessment rolls will show that the 
tax paidion that furnace property in that year was about $1201 
It was all assessed at $15,000, paying a tax of eight mills on the 
dollar. No doubt something was paid to the United States 
collector, but if no more than was paid by that petted interest 
generally it was scarcely worth the noticing or vastly less than 
it should have been. 

This showing may- shock the credulity of some, so we will 
come down to the present time. The income at present prices 
are doubtless reduced near one-half, although the net profits are 
now published at twenty-four per cent. We will therefore put 
the annual income of that furnace at'one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. The annual tax as shown by the assessment 
rolls are as follows : 1872, $150.45 ; 1873, $274.11 ; 1876, $249. 76; 
1877, $270.58 ; 1878, $255.57 ; showing that the annual*average 
tax during the last three years was $258.63 on an annual income 
of $150,000, while the writer of these lines was taxed annually on 
the averaage $192.37 on an annual income of only $1,302. Such 
has been the treatment of that petted interest in respect to taxation 
in Columbia county. Such has been the treatment of that petted 
interest in respect to taxation in the whole country. The whole 
revenues of the government in 1865 was a trifle over $322,000,- 
000, three-fourths of which was derived from customs, land^ 
liquors and miscellany, and the balance accrued from a per cent. 
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cliarged upon the income of all the property in the country. 
How mucl^the $4,000,000,000 of manufactural income contribu- 
ted towards that fund must be left to conjecture. It must have 
been comparatively small indeed, and a continued congressional 
legislation has been in its favor ever since. 

An act of July 13th, 1866, favored that and certain other 
interests $65,000,000. Another act of March 2d, 1867, conferred 
benefits of $40,000,000. Another act of February 3d, 1868, 
conferred benefits of $23,000,000. Two other acts of July 20th, 
and March 31st, 1868, conferred benefits of $45,000,000. Two 
acts of July 14th, 1870, conferred benefits of $55,000,000 and 
$30,000,000. Three acts of May and June, 1872, conferred 
benefits of $21,000,000 and $31,215,000. In the benefit of none 
of these acts was the interest of agriculture allowed to partici- 
pate. On the contrary, they entailed everlasting burdens upon 
that interest With such antecedents what could the people 
expect should a corrupted ballot box and a subsidized press and 
pulpit succeed in electing a Butler or a Grant or a Blaine or a 
Conkling to the Presidency, with a congenial congress, with a 
Bradley and a Strong to put judicial construction upon their 
acts ? Those people could be cheered by the sight of an armory 
in every town if necessary, and men who could vote such exist- 
in^axation to be all right, as in the town of Hillsdale, would 
delight in being the guardians of those armories. 

March 29, 1880. 
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FRUITS OF GRANTISM. 
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Favors for the Rich and Oppression for 

the Poor. 



■ > •■ 



If it was on account of slavery that Virginia was invaded in 
April, 1861, that cause did not exist in 1864, for slavery had 
ceased to exist not only by the proclamation of the President, 
but by the deliberate action of Congress. If it was to create ten 
thousand millions of debts to be held by Massachusetts fisher- 
men and rum distillers, African slave traders * and shoddyites, 
that Virginia was invaded in April, 1861, that cause did not 
exist in 1864, for that object had then been attained.. If it was 
because Virginians believed they possessed sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over their territory that their State was invadecftn 
April, 1861, that cause did not exist in 1864, for the sword had 
cured them of that pestilential idea, as is now declared by the 
subsidized political and religious press, and by the public declar- 
ation of the Secretary of War, and by a recent decision of the 
U. S. Court as declared by Chief Justice Bradley. But in 1864 
Benjamin F. Butler had not been sufficiently compensated for 
his services in dividing the Democracy and thereby putting the 
national sword into Bepublican hands ; and Gen. Grant had not 
been sufficiently compensated for his use of the sword in the 
attainment of Bepublican objects. And though the wealth of 
the nation had been exhausted, its credit remained. He was at 
the head of an army of a million of men, and his exhausted 
opponents were suing for peace ; yet he was instructed not to 
have communication with them, but to push his military advan- 
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tages to the utmost His call for a half million more men had 

• 

been authorized by Congress, and had been commuted for gen- 
erally at eight hundred dollars per head, producing near eight 
hundred millions of dollars, the avails of which by special 
arrangement went into the pockets of himself and Gen. Butler 
and their political and military associates. In pursuance of that 
commutation the writer of these lines was called upon by the 
government deputy district assessor to report his incoma In 
making that report he stated that about half that income had 
been derived from property held for charitable purposes or was 
devoted to that object, and particularly aiding drafted poor men 
to commute, and suggested the propriety of having such income 
exempted from government taxation. The deputy submitted 
this suggestion to the collector, who replied that such object of 
charity is no reason why the government should be deprived of 
its share of that income. This declaration was accompanied by 
the following: 

" November 18th, 1864. 

**Dear Sir: — Enclosed I send you blank for income returns 
as trustee for property held by you for others. In making your 
return please give me a detailed statement of income of such 
property as is held by you, and the nature and proceeds of in- 
vestments made by you as trustee. 

" Yours truly, 

"George S. Snyder, 
" Ass't Assessor 13th Div., 12th Dist, N. Y." 

It was not material what was the object of the income or who 
the recipient (except favored Kepublicans), the tax had to be 
paid to that commutation fund which accrued from the call for 
the half million of troops in 1864. As a sample I give the fol- 
lowing: 

The use during life of four thousand dollars was bequeathed 
to a widow Truesdell, and I have before me her receipt for 
$105.16 paid in consequence of that commutation and the other 
taxes of that year. In contrast with that I will again cite the 
case of the Copake furnace, its annual income then averaging 
over $270,000. It being real* estate, it was all taxable in the 
town of Copake, and the whole tax imposed in 1864 was only 
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$120. The widow, on a capital of $4,000, was taxed $105.16 ; 
and the furnace and its appendages of ore bed and farm, pro- 
ducing an income of $270,000, was only taxed $120. Its accrued 
profits from preceding years then doubtless exceeding a millipn 
of dollars, and exempted from taxation either because it was in- 
vested in government bonds, or was a part of that $4,000,000,000 
of annual manufacturing income which was exempted from tax- 
ation through the forbearance of government assessors in 1864, 
and was subsequently exempted by special legislation. The 
same favoritism extended to manufacturing and corporate capi- 
tal in 1864 still continues, and those who were most active in 
promoting that policy then are the special objects of political 
favor now at the hands of the Kepublican party. 

General Grant has been one of the most efficient tools of the 
Kepublican party. In his military career he was most unscru- 
pulous in his expenditure of blood and treasure. In his civil 
capacity he employed men almost without exception who were 
subsequently sent to the penitentiary or who deserved to ba 
With his ill-gotten gains he has with a retinue traveled through 
a large portion of the world, receiving from the aristocracy 
almost as much attention as a troop of Tennessee negro min- 
strels, but, as in Mexico, requiring government troops to protect 
him from an indignant populace. But through the puflFs of a 
subsidized political press and a corrupted ballot box he is still 
sought to be the instrument for revolutionizing our government, 
and establishing bayonet rule over the States and the peopla 

April 5, 1880. 
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HORE INEQUALITIES. 
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The income of the Copake furnace in 1864 was a hundred 
thousand dollars more than the whole net agricultural income in 
the town of Hillsdale in that year, and exceeding one-tenth of 
the whole agricultural income of the county of Columbia in the 
year 1879, as published on the 43d page of the State assessors' 
report In addition to the furnace real estate, Copake had its 
Harlem Eailroad, now assessed at $240,000. ^ 

On the 27th page of the published proceedings of the Board of 
Supervisors for 1865, for war bounties Copake had been taxed on 
all her property, including corporate and manufacturing real 
estate, $67,295, whereas the property of Hillsdale had been taxed 
for that purpose $77,592, and Stockport $34,277. The tax on 
Hillsdale exceeding that of Copake by $10,297, and exceeding that 
of Stockport by $43,319, and yet the income on the property in 
Copake was more than twice that of Hillsdale, and the income 
on the property in Stockport was more than twice that of Co- 
pake. The same injustice has been continued to the present 
time, varied only by the excess of war expenses to those of peace. 

The real estate income of Copake, including corporate and 
manufacturing, more than doubling that of Hillsdale, while th'kt 
of Stockport more than doubles that of Copake ; and though the 
assessments on both corporate and manufacturing capital are 
ridiculously too low in both Copake and Stockport, yet the 
Supervisors in their equalization have reduced the assessment in 
Copake $181,463, and in Stockport $119,756, and raised the 
valuation in Hillsdale $377,458. The assessed valuation of the 
lands in Hillsdale was about nineteen dollars per acre on the 
average, and two-thirds of the farms in that town would not 
under mortgage foreclosure sell for that amount 

The war was commenced by the President without the 
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authority of Congress. Virginia was invaded because slaves were 
there, or because it was desirable to bestow upon the people the 
blessing of a debt of ten thousand millions of dollars, to be held by 
the few and paid by the sweat and toil of the mapy ; or because 
it was desirable to reconstruct a Union of States possessing sov- 
ereignty and jurisdiction over their territory, into nominal States 
with no prerogatives that the government was bound to respect 
In that war Columbia county was called upon for 5,310 men, or 
about an equivalent to half her voting population. Some went 
to the war many of whom never returned, but the larger portion 
was commuted for, most of whom was under the requisition of 
1864. That commutation was made at Poughkeepsie with the 
agents of Generals Grant and Butler, and at the price of $800 
per n^n. No draft was ever made and no men were ever raised 
under that requisition. If some were commuted for for less than 
$800, the reason should be given by Generals Grant and Butler. 
If all were commuted for at that sum, it would have amounted 
to four hundred millions of dollars, and Generals Grant and 
Butler should be called upon to account for the money. I have 
before me the national revenues of that year, and they amounted 
to $322,031,158, of which about $85,000,000 was from duties 
upon imports, $1,200,000 direct taxes, $996,000 from lands,- 
$118,000,000 from liquors, tobacco, &c., and $25,400,000 from 
miscellaneous sources, leaving only $92,000,000 from that inter- 
nal tax, towards which this writer paid $1,351.85 and the widow 
Truesdell paid $105.16. 

I take occasion to state that it was Mr. Carpenter, the govern- 
ment assessor (and not as erroneously stated the collector) who 
upon an appeal to him decided that this writer must pay the tax 
for the benefit of the government, notwithstanding a part of the 
income taxed was obtained for charitable purposes and been 
applied for government uses, it being commutation for poor 
men drafted. Now it must be observed that the tax imposed 
upon this writer in 1864 and also upon the widow Truesdell 
amounted to near half their income. Had the same proportion- 
ate tax been imposed upon the $4,000,000,000 of manufacturing 
income of that year it would have paid the national debt Had 
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the same proportionate tax been imposed upon the $6,000,000 
of manufactaring income in this county it would have saved the 
tears of some widows and orphans. Barnum drew a revenue 
from the exhibition of Gen. Tom Thumb to the aristocracy of 
Europe, and so did the Jubilee Negro Minstrels of Tennessee ; 
but Gen, Grant's exhibition of himself must have been paid for 
from the commutation fund of 1864, and foreign governments, 
as in Mexioo, paid the expenses of protecting him from an in- 
dignant populace. April 12, 1880. 
8 
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A STRIKING PARALLEL. 
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British India and the United States. 



On the 223d page of a "History Around the World," by E. 
D. G, Prime, it reads as follows : ** For two centuries and a 
" half India was ruled for the benefit of the East India company. 
" It did not pretend to establish itself for the purpose of doing 
"good to the inhabitants. Trade and gold were the objects 
"sought, while the welfare of two hundred millions of people 
" was among the last things considered. Even the claims of 
"religion, humanity and justice were treated as if they had no 
"binding force. The splendors of successive conquests cannot 
" blind the world to the wrongs and crimes which marked the 
"progress of British empire in the East It is a dark record 
" unworthy of a christian or a Hoble people." 

This is just the history of the moral, political and financial 
occurrences in the United States for now near twenty years, as is 
evident to the common sense of all intelligent people who may 
refresh their memories by referring to the communications pub- 
lished in the Register and Gazette. But England has just 
established an empire in India, The Viceroy has a salary of 
$250,000, with another sum of $250,000 for incidental expenses. 
Also, an extensive palace and complete establishment at Cal- 
cutta, with a country residence and summer capital on the 
Himalaya Mountains, to which the Governor-General and Su- 
preme Council remove during the hot season. The salaries of 
officers are large, and there is an immense army of office-holders 
employed in all the departments, the revenue for their payment 
being drawn from the country itself. It is the sourqe from which 
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a large representation of the higher and middle classes of Eng- 
land obtain their support The younger sons of the aristocracy 
are sent to India to fill the offices in the military and civil ser- 
vica Some officials receive enormous salaries with a promise 
of pensions after their term of service has expired, and furloughs 
with the expenses of a journey home are allowed. This rule is 
allowed to clerks in banks and other private corporations. The 
aristocracy of England have possessed themselves of all the 
railroad and corporate property of India. They have the entire 
control of the public press, and they have completely subsidized 
the Brahmin and Mohammedan clergy. It is not strange, there- 
fore, that India is regarded in England as a sort of Eldorado. 
Now that is just the state of things that is aimed at in the United 
States, and only waits the result of the elections of 1880 to be 
accomplished. The people of India are only half civilized. But 
how astonishing it would be to see the land of Washington and 
Hamilton reduced to such a deplorable condition I But if Grant 
was President and a congenial Congress with a Supreme Court 
composed of Strongs and Bradleys, what source of redress would 
there be left were an infinitely worse state of things to be estab- 
lished in the United States than ever existed in India ? Under 
the reconstruction policy any interference by individual States 
would be denounced as rebellion, and a corrupted ballot box 
with a subsidized press and pulpit would be an efficient means 
of riveting chains upon the people. 
AprU 19, 1880. 
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CANADA RECIPROCITY. 



'• » »» 



Injustice to the Agricultural Interests. 



■ ■ • • ^ 



The Canada reciprocity arrangement is again before Congress 
and is represented to be receiving favorable consideration. The 
* advocates of that policy represent that during the thirteen years 
of its former existence our trade with Canada increased from 
$14,000,000 to $80,000,000 annually, with a balance of trade 
in our favor. A reference to official documents will give us a 
better understanding of that subject In the year ending on the 
80th of June, 1868, our exports to Canada were $7,972,416, and 
our imports were $5,278,110, leaving a balance of trade in our 
favor of $2,694,299, accruing under the natural laws of trade* 
On the 30th of June, 1866, the closing year of the Can%da recipro- 
city arrangement, our exports to Canada were $16,456,145, and 
our imports were $46,199,470, creating a balance of trade against 
us of $29,743,325, largely composed of agricultural products 
admitted under the reciprocity arrangement free of duty, and 
which in consequence of our overwhelming taxation and op- 
pressive tariff upon imports, the Canadians were enabled to 
undersell us in our own market The reciprocity consisted in 
giving to Canadian farmers this free access to our market in 
exchange for giving to New England fishermen free access to 
their fishing grounds. On the 30th of June, 1878, our exports 
to Canada were $27,049,737, and our imports were $22,091,003, 
leaving a balance of trade in our favor of $4,958,784, accruing 
under the healthful, natural laws of trade. 

Now can it be possible that our statesmen and our farmers can 
consent to go^back to the state of things existing under that 
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Canada reciprocity arrangement? In retaliation for our restric- 
tive tariff policy the Welland canal is now being enlarged so aa 
to admit vessels drawing fourteen feet of water from Lake 
Ontario into Lake Erie, opening ship navigation to the whole 
lake coast of Canada, and railroads now in contemplation will 
open thousands of miles of fertile agricultural country contiguous 
to Canada to the whole agricultural markets of the world. Under 
these circumstances would it be wise while our farmers' hands 
are tied by taxation and tariffs to allow Canadians to compete 
with us even handed in our own agricultural markets ? Would 
it not be the grossest violation of that justice which the consti- 
tution was made to establish, and can the violation of the prin- 
ciple of justice be one of the objects contemplated in the boasted 
reconstruction of our government ? If that be one of the objects 
of reconstruction — if it is intended to divest the States of sover- 
eignty and jurisdiction over their civil and industrial interests, 
and to invest the general government with those prerogatives — 
if it is intended to create an aristocracy composed of the fishing, 
manufacturing, rum-distilling, African slave-trading population 
of New England, reducing the people of the agricultural States 
to the condition of the Hindoo peasantry — if it is intended to 
pamper that aristocracy with pensions, high salaries, and palaces 
in cities and on mountains, and at bathing places — if it is in- 
tended to heap upon the agricultural population the burden of 
not only paying the extravagant expenses of the government, 
but the means of gratifying that aristocracy in their voluptuous- 
ness — their Canada reciprocity policy would be a famous means 
for attaining those objects. Fishing vessels in seasons of leisure 
having access to the whole lake coast of Canada, could supply 
New England with the cheap agricultural products of Canada 
free of duty, and by way of the Canadian Pacific Railroad they 
could overwhelm the country with a Chinese peasantry, while 
millions of our own countrymen are thrown out of employment 
by injudicious laws. 

One-half of the boasted wealth of our nation consists in our 
debts, held by the few to be paid by the sweat and toil of the 
many, and under bayonet rule are mortgages upon their homes, 
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and at no distant day the aristocracy may be their landlords, and 
the people in, the agricultural States be reduced to a worse con- 
dition than the peasantry in Ireland, for they will either have to 
starve or contend in the field of labor with imported Chinese. 
Coming events cast their shadows before. The intelligent eye 
cannot fail to discover that the object of reconstruction is to 
produce the results that I have suggested, and that object will 
be attained unless the people now wake up to the subject One 
effort can yet avert those consequences. The people must unite 
and not waver, or all will be lost Aristocratic wealth is already 
beginning to shadow its effects from the press and the pulpit 
April 26, 1880.' 
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"EQ^UALIZATION." 



♦ • 



More Facts for Honest Men to Consider. 



• » • 



As spirits distilled from molasses have been productive of 
more mischief to mankind during the past few centuries than 
any other cause, I trust that the editors of the Kinderhook 
paper and Columhia Republican will indulge me in a future 
number in giving a summary of its history. I cannot easily 
find a substitute for the word equalization^ and as that has been 
productive of great injustice, crime and mischief in the country, 
they must indulge me in calling public attention to it under 
that nama And I think I will not leave the subject to the 
ephemeral characteristic of the newspaper columns, but will send 
it down to posterity in a book, that they may judge of us and 
our patient endurance of their impositions. 

** Perhaps as they shall read of us they 11 boast 
Their parents were of that enlightened host — 
Perhaps in sack-cloth mourn that they must trace 
Their lineage to such dull degenerate race. 

If the ^assessments of real estate in all the towns in the county 
were uniformly right, the only difference in the percentage of 
taxation would consist in the different amounts of town expendi- 
tures — the percentage highest on those towns whose local 
expenditure were greatest With this understanding I will pre- 
sent the following tables as a sample of equalization as practiced 
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by our Supervisors in long years of .the past and up to tlie 
present time : * 



Town. 



Assessed Value 
Real £state. 



Austerlitz 

Kinderhook 

Stockport 

Aggregate County. . 



$ 346,595 

1,358,535 

392,731 

14,857,589 



Equalized Value 
_ R^ Estate. 

i 360,200 

8^5,000 

185,820 

10,287,646 



Town 
Expenses. 

$ 869 
8,337 
3,802 



Rate of 
Taxation. 



1.5 per ct. 

1.3 

1.5 



i( 



cc 





1871. 






Austerlitz 


$ 344,345 $ 345,792 

1,393,885 815,560 

500,462 195,111 

16,738,803 10,681,625 

1S7S. 


$ 856 
6,832 
9,253 


1.7 per ct. 
1.3 " 
2.2 " 


Kinderhook 

Stockport 


Aggregate County. . 




Austerlitz 


9 402,970 

2,022.150 

584.840 

24,460,431 


$ 521,155 

1,973,365 

465,084 

24,460,431 


$ 969 
3,450 
1,185 


1.9 per ct. 
1.6 '* 
1.6 " 


Kinderhook 

Stockport 


Aggregate County. . 





The characteristics of Austerlitz and Hillsdale are the samCi 
Both are exclusively agricultural towns in which rocky hills 
vastly preponderate. Whereas in Kinderhook and Stockport 
are $344,000 of real estate, railroad, and large and flourisliing 
manufacturing villages on some of the finest water privileges in 
the country, and which produce millions of dollars worth of 
income annually, and their farm lands are the best in the county. 
The assessed value of the real estate both in Austerlitz and Hills- 
dale is all that the law contemplates, whereas that of Kinderhook 
and Stockport is vastly below. The Supervisors in their equali- 
zation increased the value of real estate in Hillsdale $377,458 
above the assessors' valuation, and reduced that of Kinderhook 
and Stockport below. The reduction in Kinderhook in 1865 
was $153,170, and in 1871 it was $578,325. The reduction in 
Stockport in 1865 was. $305,351, and in 1871 it was $106,911. 
In 1865 the tax was imposed for the fund of $400,000,000, under 
Gen. Grant's requisition for a half million of troops. That fund 
went into the pockets of Generals Grant and Butler and the 
official Eepublicans throughout the country, not one dollar of 
it ever having gone to the national treasury. Through the 
equalizing process of the Supervisors, Kinderhook paid but a 
little more towards that fund than Hillsdale, and through the 
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discretionary f)ower of the government assessors on the internal 
tax, widows with an income on $4,000, paid about as much tax 
as a manufacturer having a yearly income of $250,000, the proof 
of which is in my possession and I have before referred to. 

In 1871 the Supervisor of Austerlitz moved in the Board that 
a committee of nine be appointed to see that justice should be 
done and the provisions of the law be complied with. This 
motion of the Supervisor having been entered upon the record, 
the Supervisor of Stockport moved that it be stricken off, and 
by a majority of the Board it was done. The Supervisor of 
Kinderhook moved that no further action be taken upon the 
subject, and the Board sustained his motion. The Supervisor 
of Austerlitz then carried the question before the court and ob- 
tained a decree in which the county had to pay damage to the 
town of Austerlitz for the injustice sustained under the process of 
equalization. Under these antecedents it is not wonderful that 
the word equalization should worry the editors of the Kinder- 
hook paper and Columbia Bepublican, The same injustice 
is operating now against the town of Hillsdale, and it meets the 
approbation of some who would fain be the "conscript fathers" 
of the town. It has ever been the boast of the people of Kin- 
derhook that when it rained porridge their dish was always right 
side up. The reverse is the policy of those political aspirants 
in Hillsdale, who at a public meeting in Hillsdale village lav- 
ished their eloquence in an effort to convince the people that 
they had no cause to complain. It is evident to the common 
sense of every man that real estate in the manufacturing towns 
is grossly undervalued, notwithstanding known undervaluation 
is by law made perjury. It is evident to all who have any sense 
that the Supervisors' valuations not only violate law, but every 
principle of honor and justice. The law calling for a half 
million of troops in 1864, and allowing government assessors 
discretionary authority, could not be justified as a war necessity, 
as the war was virtually closed or only prolonged from malig- 
nant or ambitious motives. It was only prosecuted for the 
purpose of reconstructing or revolutionizing the government and 
plundering the people, therefore the imposition of the internal 
9 
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tax at the discretion of the government assessor, ar as their per- 
sonal or political prejudice might dictate, was an outrage. The 
imposition of that tax upon the trust funds of widows and or- 
phans, while virtually exempting the $4,000,000,000 of the 
manufacturers, was one of the greater pieces of knavery that 
ever occurred among a civilized people. The great motive of 
reconstruction is to perpetuate just that kind of knavery. When 
through the process of reconstruction the general government 
shall have usurped the prerogatives of sovereignty and jurisdic- 
tion reserved to the States under the constitution, and when 
those usurped prerogatives shall be put under the protection of 
a half million of bayonets in the hands of Asiatics brought here 
by New England cupidity, or those of Africans brought here 
by Boston spirits distilled from molasses, the word equalization 
will become a misnomer, and the nice sensibility of the editors 
aforesaid will no more be wearied by its use* 
May 3, 1880. 
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The Origin of Slavery, and who are 

Responsible for It. 



<• ♦'♦ 



In Harper's Weekly of May 1st Geo. W. Curtis reiterates the 
Republican doctrine that the slave question caused the Republi- 
can administration to plunge into the late civil war, and that the 
preservation of the Union which the war put to hazard was the 
Republican policy of 1864, and that the destruction of the Union 
by reconstruction was the Republican policy of 1868* Of course 
all the direful consequenceis that have been visited upon the 
country since 1860 are chargeable to those who have been the 
authors of that slavery. In 1794 the boasted pure and highly 
gifted Fisher Ames, of Massachusetts, said in Congress that fish 
were exchanged in the West Indies for molasses and the molasses 
was distilled into rum, and if a high duty was imposed upon 
that molasses it would be scarcely possible to maintain the fish- 
eries, und it would carry devastation throughout New England. 
In the history of slavery in Massachusetts, by the Rev. Jeremy 
Belknap, of Boston, it says that Boston rum was the main-spring 
to the African slave trade, and official history sustains that de- 
cliiratioB. Therefore in giving a summary of the history of the 
fisheries, Boston rum and the slave trade are inseparable : 

1620. — The first immigrants to Massachusetts, while fishermen 
in Holland, sent the first cargo of slaves into the United States. 
They were lauded in Virginia. 

1636. — The ship Desire^ of Marblehead, Masa, landed a second 
cai^o of slaves at Salem, Mass. 
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1641. — The General Court of Massachusetts passed an act 
authorizing slaves to be made of negroes. 

1658. — Lawrence Southwick and wife, for being Quakers, 
were whipped and banished, and their children were ordered to 
be sold as slaves in Barbadoes. 

1676.-^The grand-children of Massasoit were sold as slaves 
in the West Indies. 

1703. — The Massachusetts legislature passed an act forbidding 
the freeing of a slave ; and also forbidding slaves being abroad 
after nine o'clock at night 

1705. — The Massachusetts legislature passed an act forbidding 
marriage between negroes and white persons, and making such 
marriage void, and fining the acting clergyman fifty pounds* . 

1761. — Several copies of instructions from owners to com- 
manders of slave ships are preserved, in which the slaves were 
to be purchased with rum, and old slaves were to be oiled and 
close shaved to improve their appearance. 

1768.— Isaac Eoyal and his son-in law, William Pepperill, the 
great slave traders of Massachusetts, engaged the Eev. George 
Whitfield to take forty slaves to Georgia, though Governor 
Oglethorp and the Trustees in that State did all they could to 
prevent the introduction of slaves and Boston rum there. 

1771. — Under the mandates of the King, Massachusetts mer- 
chants imported slaves into Virginia, in violation of twenty- 
three acts of the Virginia legislature, forbidding such importation* 

1776. — In Mr. Jefferson's draft of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence he made the action of the King in forcing slavery 
upon them one of the grievances, and Massachusetts delegates 
caused it to be stricken out. 

1788. — Through the influence of Massachusetts an irrepeal- 
able clause was inserted in the Federal Constitution, protecting 
the African slave trade for twenty years ; and in the same year 
the Massachusetts legislature passed a law expelling all negroes 
from the State under a penalty of being whipped every ten days 
they remained. And under the operation of that law they sent 
all the negroes in or near Boston to the West Indies, and sold 
them as slaves, and courtesans were employed to decoy negroes 
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there for that purpose. Captaia Snell, the father-in-law of Wil- 
liam Cullen Bryant, had a negro called AUeck, who was decoyed 
to Boston for that purpose. 

1793. — Under* the influence of the pure and highly gifted 
Fisher Ames, an act of Congress was passed exonerating Massa- 
chusetts' African trade from the commercial regulations of 
nations, by which she has carried on a piratical slave trade ever 
since. And also an act paying bounties to Massachusetts fisher- 
men, and drawbacks on fish and rum exported. 

1800. — Negroes grown to maturity who had been too young 
for the slave market, who, with some fugitive slaves amounting 
to two hundred and fifty, were under the act of 1788 sent to the 
West Indies and sold as slaves ; and in the language of Edward 
Everett, they were " transferred from the cool breezes of New 
" England to gasp under the lash beneath the burning sun of the 
" tropica'* 

1812. — Because the war interfered with the fishing, rum- 
distilling, African slave trading population of Massachusetts, 
they made common cause with the enemy. 

1842-43-44.— In-a serie^^ official communications, George 
W. Slacum, American Oo^R at Eio de Janeiro, informed the 
government that for long years Massachusetts fishermen were in 
a habit of selling their superanuated vessels which came there 
with false invoices, and under the American flag and the* act of 
1793, were converted into slavers, and the American cre^s left 
on the coast to perish, were substituted by Spaniards or Bra- 
zilians. 

1850. — ^For his interference with the slave trade George W. 
Slacum was removed, and Edward Kent, of Maine, was appoint- 
ed in his place. 

1861. — Up to this date in every year of our history Masachu- 
setts has sent thousands of hogsheads of rum and thousands of 
muskets and tons of powder to Africa to be invested in the slave 
trade ; and in that year, by the report upon commerce and navi- 
gation, they sent there 1,045,645 gallons of rum, 2,533 muskets, 
822and 987, pounds of powder to be invested in the slave trade. 

1861. — In April of this year a Eepublican President, on 
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account of slavery, plunged the country into a civil war, and, 
backed by Massachusetts troops, invaded Virginia ; and a 
Methodist conference of three hundred members, amidst boister- 
ous shouts of " Glory to God," called tlie war unspeakably 
glorious. 

1865. — Philanthropic men had established the colony of Li- 
beria with forty thousand people. They had schools, mills, 
cultivated fields, a respectable, well established government, and 
a numerous church with a Bishop at its head ; but in their greed 
to sell their rum which had been excluded, the colony was taken 
out of the control of the society which established it, and diplo- 
matic relations created with the government under Bepublican 
rule, and 39,000 gallons of Boston rum wias carried there in a 
single year. The consequence has been that all that is left of 
that colony are drunken vagabonds who are calling for protec- 
tion against the surrounding natives. 

Twenty-three times Virginians sought by legislative enact- 
ments to prevent the introduction of slaves into that State while 
under the crown. In the Declaration of Independence the most 
able me\i of Virginia vainly tried ^have the action of the King 
in favor of slavery expressed as dre of our national grievances. 
Virginians in Congress unitedly declared the African slave trade 
to be a national. disgrace, and opposed the clause in the constitu- 
tion protecting it. Virginia, without consideration, ceded to the 
government one hundred and thirty thousand miles of territory, 
and provided in the act of cession that slavery should be exclu- 
ded from it, and Virginians had voluntarily freed sixty thousand 
of their slaves. And yet war was made upon them on account 
of slavery, and hundreds of clergymen called that war "an evi- 
"dence that Christ was about to establish his kingdom upon 
"the eartL" Gen. Eobert E. Lee supposed that Virginia pos- 
sessed sovereignty and jurisdiction over her territory, and when 
that territory was wantonly invaded he led his countrymen in 
its defence. In that defence he gained immortal victories and 
treated his opponents with unexampled generosity, setting at 
liberty ten thousand prisoners at a time without equivalent, and 
when compelled by overwhelming numbers and resources to 
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surrender, his beautiful home has been confiscated and his 
splendid park converted into a soldiers' cemetery. Under these 
circumstances Gen. Grant was enabled to carry the sword of 
Gen, Lee to Washington, and his having done so having twice 
elected him to the office of President of the United States with 
a fair prospect of a third term, was so unspeakably glorious 
that it was difficult to restrain the New York Conference from 
giving the same expressions of applause that characterized them 
in 1863. 

Then, too, the mission of Boston rum seems not to have been 
fulfilled. It is now near a half century since this writer saw a 
hogshead of that rum doubled by the aid of a few gallons of 
what was called pure spirits and the classic waters of the Green 
river. The adulteration was so complete that Mr. Gorham, the 
veteran vender, by either the taste or the proof glass could not 
distinguish the genuine from the spurious, and he paid seventy- 
five cents per gallon by the barrel for what cost the merchant 
less than twenty cents. That rum is now protected from 
foreign competition by a duty of two dollars per gallon, and from 
domestic competition by an internal tax of seventy cents per 
gallon imposed upon the distillation of other liquors. From our 
earliest history it has been used to drive Indians into indiscre- 
tions and causing those indiscretions to produce^ their annihil- 
ation. It has been applied to people this country with Africans^ 
who, after having been used as an excuse and instruments for 
reconstructing our government, may, like the Indians, be made 
its victims. When the subsidized steamships shall have deluged 
our country with the imported Chinese, after having used them 
to aid in the policy of reconstruction, it will not be difficult to 
convert them from inveterate opium eaters into inveterate runa 
consumers, to share in the fate of the Indians and negroesi 

May 10, 1880. 
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LINCOLN'S ADMINISTRATION. 



♦ ♦■ 



How it was Brought About, and What it 

Resulted in. 



■♦ » » 



For two hundred and forty years the people of Massachusetts 
had been engaged in the African slave trade. It was an insepera- 
ble branch of her most cherished interests. In 1860 the Gov- 
ernor of that State brought forward Abraham Lincoln as a 
candidate for the Presidency of the United States, and he was 
elected, and of course felt himself under great obligations to that 
Governor, and under his personal dictation commenced the civil 
war a few weeks after his inauguration. The existence of African 
slavery was the imputed cause of the war, notwithstanding Mas- 
sachusetts slave traders had then on the slave coast of Africa 
slave ships loaded with 1,045,640 gallons of rum, 4,424 muskets 
and 987,322 pounds of powder. In 1864 Abraham Lincoln was 
again a candidate for the Presidency. As the avowed object of 
his first election was opposition to slavery, the avowed object of 
his second election was the preservation of the Federal Union. 
That union consisted of sovereign States united under the pro- 
visions of a constitution, and its preservation consisted in a strict 
adherence to the provisions of that constitution and the specific 
objects for which it had been made. As President, Abraham 
Lincoln had usurped the prerogatives of Congress by a call upon 
the States for troops, and by commencing upon his own volition 
the civil war, and by declaring a blockade, and by suspending 
the writ of habeas corpus^ he also usurped prerogatives that even 
Congress did not possess, by. prohibiting the liberty of speech 
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and the press and a refusal to obey the mandates of the Supreme 
Court, and by the imprisonment of individuals without legal 
process. And he had openly violated every object for which 
the constitution was mada Of course th^ avowed object of 
preserving the Union in 1864 was just as ridiculous as the 
avowed object of opposition to slavery was in 1860. 

In 1860 it was the unanimous expression of mankind that 
our government was the best that Heaven had ever blest a 
people with, with the exception of a few like William Lloyd 
Garrison and Wendell Phillips, who called the constitution 
"a covenant with hell," and our flag " hate's polluted rag." But 
after eight years of Kepublican rule the avowed object at the 
election in 1868 was the reconstruction of our government On 
the 8d of March, 1865, in cabinet council President Lincoln 
avowed his intention of restoring the Union under the constitu- 
tion, to which his secretary of war replied that if such was his 
intention he had better never be inaugurated. Under the writ- 
ten dictation of the President the surrender of Gen. Robert E. 
Lee's army was upon conditions preserving the principles of the 
Federal Constitution. * As a consequence within one week after 
that surrender that President was assassinated. In attempting 
to carry out the same principles his successor was divested of 
all his prerogatives by a Congress two-thirds Republican in both 
branches; and for attempting to remove that secretary of war 
who had manifested such a repugnance to the Federal Constitu- 
tion, a most unscrupulous attempt was made for the impeach- 
ment of that President In defence of that secretary of war 
Gen. U. S. Grant exhibited a most lamentable want of veracity, 
as will appear on the 282d and a few succeeding pages of Mc- 
Pherson's " History of Reconstruction," and for that effort of 
Gen. Grant and other kindred acts he has become the favorite' 
candidate for even a third term for the Presidency. 

Through the usurped military prerogation of a President 
elected in 1872, one has been inaugurated in 1877. He had 
never been elected, and who, by keeping Congress in perpetual 
extra sessions, and vetoing all their acts not in accordance with 
the policy of reconstruction, has so far fixed that policy upon 
10 
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the country as to need only the election of 1880 to perpetuate 
it in the future and establish imperialism. On the 855th page 
of the second volume of " Elliot's Debates on the Federal Con- 
stitution," is recorded the declaration of Alexander Hamilton, 
" that the States cam never lose their powers till the whole 
"American people are robbed of their liberties." This usurpa- 
tion of the prerogatives of the States is the whole object of the 
policy of reconstruction. 
Mayl7,1880. ' 
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DEBTS, TAXATION, ASSESSMENTS. 
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For three-fourths of a century the estimated wealth of the 
people of the United States consisted in their property. One- 
half of it now consists of their debts, individual, corporate, State 
and National. By the great national financier those debts are 
considered a great blessing, and their payment a great national 
evil, though held by the few to be paid by the sweat and toil of 
the many. Those debts are the consequences of a war com- 
menced on account of the existence of slavery, and the authors 
of that war had enjoyed the monopoly of the African slave trade 
for two and a half centuries. That war was prosecuted for the 
preservation of the Union by those who had not only destroyed 
the bonds of that Union but the very objects for which that 
Union had been made. They are now claiming that the bonds 
and objects of that Union have in consequence of that war be- 
come unnecessary, as under certain principles of reconstruction 
our government has become consolidated, and all the preroga- 
tives of the States are exercised by its mere permission. 

For three-fourths of. a century the State of New York was 
comparatively out of debt Its debts now amount to immense 
millions and have made a board of State assessors necessary, 
consisting of three persons in the past to be now increased to 
eight Upon that board arbitrary powers have been conferred 
and particularly the appellate power formerly exercised by the 
Courts. That board has submitted certain propositions for 
legislative action. It has submitted as a fact that the real prop- 
erty of the State is over $40,000,000, and is assessed at only about 
$24,000,000. By this estimate after deducting the city and 
corporate real estate, would leave that of agriculture at over 
seventy dollars per acre. That board has also submitted to the 
consideration of the legislature the fact that in other localities 
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the farmers are required to report under oath the number and 
value of their horses, cattle, mules, asses, sheep, hogs, wagons, 
household goods of every kind, books, farming utensils, agricul- 
tural productions, watches, musical instruments, value of all 
monies in possession or in deposit, and all monies invested in 
bonds, stocks, joint stock companies, annuities, or otherwise. It 
is for the legislature to consider whether upon the real and per- 
sonal property thus estimated the one or two per cent tax shall 
be imposed to pay the town, county and State debts and accru- 
ing expenses, to which should be added the school and road 
expenditures. A future legislature may be called upon to take 
other subjects into consideration. 

It is a historic fact that a pure and perfect christian religion 
has raised the civilized above the heathen world, and it is a mat- 
ter for consideration whether the wickedness and crime that is 
now rampant in this country is not the fruits of the boasted 
prosperity of a corrupted church. A corrupted church, of course, 
will be grasping at the root of all evil, and we learn by the pub- 
lic papers that a committee has already reported to a general 
conference the propriety of having taxes imposed upon assessed 
property to pay the following expenditures : The salaries of 
bishops, presiding elders, clergymen, church edifices and super- 
annuated ministers. These salaries and expenditures are to be 
fixed by certain church regulations or by committees specially 
appointed, and are to be collected by stewards who must be able 
to show due dilligence in order to escape personal liability. 
These expenditures if imposed by law in a town of large extent 
but of limited wealth and population, and where eight church 
edifices are erected, is a matter for serious consideration. The 
legislature and the State assessors may be the creatures of a cor- 
rupted ballot-box, and a corrupted church might be their most 
efficient tools. Of course those who replenish that corrupting 
ballot-box will be among the favored few whose feet will be 
upon the necks of the peopla 

Let us look at the past and we can easily discover who are 
intended to be favored in the future. In the county directory 
published nine years since we can read the history of the towns, 
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in one of which having a railroad valued at $204,000 ; one fac- 
tory producing an income of over $25,000 annually ; one factory 
converting annually 250 tons of husks into mattresses; another 
making 5,000 heddles per hour; a paper mill producing 1,000 
tons annually ; another producing 8,500 pounds per day ; an- 
other producing 450 reams daily ; a cotton factory producing 
6,000 yards daily; three mills manufacturing satinettes and 
flannels, quantity not given ; a cotton factory in which 1,200,000 
yards are made annually; a brick work in which 50,000 bricks 
are daily made; and also a tannery and candle factory. All 
this manufacturing capital and railroad and $65,000 personal 
property and farm lands, was long under supervisors' equalized 
valuation assessed at $195,000 ; while, as an example of super- 
visors' equalized valuations, another town in the county with 
personal and corporate property less than $150,000, and real 
estate which demonstrated by recent mortgage sales would not 
exceed $500,000, is by the supervisors' equalized valuation esti- 
mated at over a million of dollars, to which a third will be added 
if the State assessors' policy shall be adopted. It may depend 
upon the election of 1880 whether all the farms in that town 
will not be in the market for less than the expense of the build- 
ings erected upon them. Its population within a few years has 
been reduced nearly one-fourth, and if the State assessors' policy. 
shall be allowed to prevail most of the residue will be, in the 
language of Fisher Ames, " too poor to stay and too poor to get 
away." For it will not only be the policy of all the corrupted 
official creatures of a corrupted ballot-box to put an exorbitant 
valuation upon every item of farmers' property, but to increase 
sinecure offices and salaries to an unlimited extent 

To impose duties upon molasses taken in exchange for fish 
exported was represented by Fisher Ames as producing devasta- 
tion throughout all New England, for the fisheries was their 
most cherished interest, and certainly the imposition of fifty per 
cent duty upon all imports taken in exchange for all the ex- 
ports of the agricultural States is the greatest cause for reducing 
agricu]^re to a second-rat^ interest, from which it will never 
rise while a corrupted ballot-box shall control our elections, and 
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from which it will never rise till farmers shall give assurance to 
men in our legislative halls that they will stand by them in their 
efiEorts to secure to them their just rights, and until by their 
patronage they shall give encouragement to the press which 
shall devote its columns to the advocacy of those rights, and from 
which it may never rise if they allow a corrupted ballot-box to 
control the election of 1880. 
May 24, 1880. 
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THE THREE CURSES. 



• • 



Opium, Rum and the Slave Trade. 



• » •■ 



" Man's inliumanity to man 
Makes "Countless millions mourn." 

On the 176th page of E. D. G. Prime's history of " Arou'nd 
the World," it reads: "The Chinese are prejudiced against 
" missionaries who come from the same lands with ahips of war 
" that battered down their cities. That force was employed ta 
" open China expressly to the receipt of opium, the greatest 
" curse ever thrust upon any people, and is a dark blot upon the 
" history of the British government No one can visit the cities 
" of China and witness the debasing and destructive effects on 
" multitudes of miserable victims ; no one can read the piteous 
" words in which the Chinese commissioners have besought the 
" British representatives not to force that destructive drug upon 
" the nation ; no one can recall the heartless manner in which 
" such appeals were answered with threats and then broadsides 
" from ships of war until the way was made open for the whole- 
" sale introduction of opium into all parts of the empire^ and 
" wonder that the Chinese do not seem well disposed to accept 
" the christian religion, and that Prince Kung should have said 
" to the British Embassador : * JTow that you are about to re- 
" turn to your own country we wish you to take with you your 
" opium and your missionaries.'" 

On the 240th page it reads that "in 1773 the British East 
" India Company assumed a monopoly of the production and 
" sale of opium, and it has ever since been under the directioa 
" and for the benefit of the government The amount exported, 
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"nearly all to China, in 1870 was in value $58,466,650. The 
" merchants talk of it in London as they do of consols, just as 
" if it were not an unmitigated curse to the Chinese, who were 
" compelled at the cannon^s mouth to take it. The government 
" auction sales at Calcutta are a scene of more excitement than 
" the Paris Bourse or the brokers* sale in New York. The 
" crowd of thousands of Mohammedans, Hindoos, Parsees and 
" Europeans, are wild with excitement and appear as though a 
" riot had broken out" 

Now all the evils that a monopoly of the opium trade has 
inflicted upon the people of China is of the smallest possible 
account with evils produced in Africa and America by the 
Boston monopoly of spirits distilled from West India molasses, 
taken in exchange for exported fish. It has been the main- 
spring to the African slave trade. It has been the sole cause of 
the existence of slavery in this country. It has been the sole 
eause of the destruction of Liberia. It has been the sole cause 
of the continued barbarism and the degeneracy of the Indians. 
It has been the most prominent cause of our late civil war, and 
is the prominent cause of the danger to which civil liberty is 
' exposed through the policy of reconstruction. As the venders 
of Boston rum fire not permitted to compete with the British 
vendera of opium in the Chinese market, as a substitute they 
are now attempting to introduce some portion of the 300,000,000 
Chinese into our country. To that end they have procured the 
Burlingame treaty and have subsidized a steamship line, and are 
enjoying the vetoes of a Presidential usurper, and are availing 
themselves of all the influence of a subsidized press and pulpit, 
and of a corrupted ballot box. Bribery and clerical representa- 
tion that bringing African slaves into this country would be the 
means for christenizing Africa, were the means used to induce 
the King to force slaves into Virginia and Georgia in opposition 
to the legislative enactments of the one and the edicts of Gov. 
Oglethorp and the trustees in the other State. Even the Rev. 
John Whitfield was taught that excuse by CoL Royal of Massa- 
chusetts, and used it when forcing forty slaves into Georgia by 
the authority of the crown, and in opposition of the laws of the 
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State. Clergymen are just now standing in the pulpit and 
advocating the policy of introducing millions of Chinese here for 
the purpose of christenizing China. Of course their arguments 
are specially gratifying to the distillers of Boston rum. It will 
open a new market for their commodity. It will procure for 
them tenants for their 295,000,000 acres of land they have 
filched from the government. It will supply them with subjects 
to enforce bayonet rule under their policy of reconstruction. It 
will supply them with cheap laborers in their factories and 
cheap subjects for theft corrupted ballot-box. 

It is lamentable that a majority of clergymen are no longer to 
be relied upon to sustain the political institutions made by our 
ancestors, and long relied upon as the hope of the world. The 
author of the resolutions that declared war to be " unspeakably 
glorious " and " an evidence that Christ was about to establish 
his kingdom upon the earth " has now been made a Bishop. 
The clergyman who expressed himself in conference assembled 
as being " in fevor of the war before a gun was fired," and ex- 
pressed a wish to " have even women punished with shot and 
shell for their prejudices," is now a Bishop. The clergyman 
who compared the joy created by the existence of the civil war 
to be of the same character of that of the new birth, is a Bishop. 
The clergyman who drew the resolution inviting a religious 
conference to unite in a day of prayer, and subsequently ad- 
mitted that he did it to ** smoke them out," has been placed 
by the General Conference at the head of one of the religious 
papers. The clergyman who in one conference declared that to 
invite another conference to unite in a day of prayer was laying 
the foundation of a great quarrel, has long by conference ap- 
pointments been at the head of religious papers, and was a 
late prominent candidate for Bishop. The^dergyman who by 
conference appointment has been at the heai^ipa religious paper 
and was a late candidate for the position of Bishop, has made it 
a late editorial boast that the civil war had deprived the States 
of that sovereignty and jurisdiction which was the first declared 
object of the Federal Union, and which has been frequently 
affirmed in all our history, of which the transfer of Boston Cor- 
11 
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ner from Massachusetts to New York is a sample. The clergy* 
man who received the rapturous applause of a conference of 
three hundred clergymen for his boast that for carrying the 
sword of Gen. Bobert E. Lee to Washington had made Gen« 
Grant President and would make him President in the future^ 
is receiving the laudations of the whole subsidized political press 
of the country, when it is a historic fact that the sword of Gen* 
Lee was only used to defend the constitutional sorereignty and 
jurisdiction of the State of Virginia* With such a clergy it is 
not surprising that wickedness and crime prevail in our country 
beyond all precedent A few months must decide whether all 
that is left to us of civil liberty will be lost, and the worst tyranny 
that was ever inflicted upon a people will not be imposed 
upon u& May 31, 1880. 



m 
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UNION OF THE STATES. 



■» » • 



An Illustration that Radical Republicans 
Cannot fail to ApjM-eciate. 



'• » » 



To illustrate the union of the States let ns suppose it consisted 
solely of the States of New York and Massachjjpetts, the cher- 
ished interests of the one being agriculture, and the fisheries that 
of the other. It was first formed for military purposes and for 
all other pur{)oses. The States expressly reserved their sover- 
eignty. For the purpose of establishing justice and insuring 
domestic tranquility, the union was subsequently made to em- 
brace diplomacy and commerce, the government being sovereign 
'm military, diplomatic and commercial relations, and the States 
sovereign in all other respects. But the military and commercial 
prerogatives of the general government did not allow it to build 
a iort or a light house within a State without the consent of the 
State, and it had no prerogatives within States except in respect 
to patents and copyrights and a concurrent right in the imposi- 
lioa of taxes. These prerogatives are expressed by the poet in 
title iwrords— 

"Distinct as the waves, yet one as the sea." 

This uoion, however, embraced one disgraceful provision se- 
curing to Massachusetts a monopoly of the African slave trade, 
which she had already enjoyed for two and a half centuries, and 
for twenty years it placed that monopoly beyond the reach of 
even an amendment of the constitution. In the first Congress 
under the Union, Massachusetts presented herself in the capacity 
ol a sturdy beggar. Her incorruptible and highly gifted Fisher 
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Ames presented her cherished interest (the fisheries) as being 
carried on in despair, and those employed in it being " too p]Dor 
to remain and too poor to go away"; and although it was a 
violation of that justice which the union was made to establish, 
,the agricultural population was taxed to pay tonnage bounties 
to the fishermen of Massachusetts. Mr. Ames also represented 
that it was impossible to dispose of their fish except for molasses 
in the West Indies, and to impose duties upon that molasses 
" would carry devastation throughout all the New England 
States." 

And though again in violation of justice that molasses waa 
exempted from duty, and subsequently the duty on the annual 
importation of eight millions of bushels of salt used in curing of 
those fish. As the only market for sixty thousand hogsheads 
annually of th^ molasses was a distillation into Boston rum, 
which with the infusion of a few gallons to the hogshead of a 
chemical preparation called pure spirits, would enable that rum 
to be doubled by the use of water without changing its taste or 
its intoxicating properties, admirably qualified it for the African 
slave market, and to encourage which bounties was allowed upon 
the exportation of that rum. 

The British government had ever favored Massachusetts in 
monopolizing the African slave trade, even .making provisions 
to that end in her treaties with other nations, and from motives 
of policy was extending that favor in 1803. By her naval 
supremacy she was about to take possession of the Louisiana 
territory, to prevent which France sold it to the United States 
for fifteen millions of dollars. To favor England, Massachusetts 
opposed that purchase. And though she contributed very little 
to the treasury herself, she pretended to begrudge the money 
paid for a territory now extending from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific Ocean, and in their zeal her statesmen shouted, "millions 
for defence, but not a cent for tribute." When England had 
wantonly captured six hundred of our ships and twelve thous- 
and of our seamen, and it became necessary to take up arms in 
our defence, Massachusetts gave aid and comfort to the enemy, 
though national 'defence was the first great object of the union 
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of the States. When England had sent a mighty fleet and army 
to take possession of the Louisiana territory, to aid in the ope- 
ration a Massachusetts Governor, with denunciation against our 
government, called an extra session of the legislature which 
organized the Hartford convention^ after putting twenty thous- 
and troops in the field as a diversion in favor of that enemy. 
This is a sample of Massachusetts history up to 1860, when, by 
employing traitors to divide the Democratic party, she got the 
control of the government, under which she has managed to 
filch from the people 295,000,000 of acres of the choicest portion 
of that Louisiana territory she so zealously sought to have be- 
stowed upon the British government Her future history shall 
be reserved for future consideration. Suffice it to say she has 
got a usurper at the head of the government, and is seeking to 
get another, who, with a judiciary already secured, are, like bull 
dogs, ready to serve those best who feed them best She has 
got possession of the wealth of the nation, which largely consists 
of its debts ; she has already arranged to have the agricultural 
and laboring portions of the people taxed to pay those debts and 
the accruing interest, and the census takers will soon be investi- 
gating the henneries, piggeries and cabbage yards as additional 
basis of taxation. June 8, 1880. 
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THE CENSUS TAKING. 



< ♦ • 



Wealth of the Country Falsely Presented. 



■♦ ♦ 



To ascertain the actual wealth of the country and the relatire 
income of the different industries are the avowed objects of the 
minute census now being taken. But in both respects the law 
will be found to be defective and fallacious. It is defective for 
not including investments outside of the industries. It is falla- 
CJous, for there are many inducements for the owners to over- 
estimate the value of farm lands. Debts are one inducement, 
and farmers are generally in debt. Home attachments are an- 
other inducement. Ornamental improvement in buildings on 
farm lands, to encourage which, by judicial construction is not 
taxable, is another inducement Buildings erected to accommo- 
date large farms, when subsequently a large portion of the lands 
shall have been sold, are sources of extra expense and are liable 
to cause the farm to be over-estimated in the censua From such 
causes the census now being taken in a single neighbornood has 
estimated the value of farm lands above what the law contem- 
plates for assessments to over seven thousand dollars. This 
excess in the Supervisors' valuation is liable to be assessed upon 
the town, and yet to be assessed upon the individuals would be 
a great grievance. The net proceeds of property used in the 
different industries is the just basis for their assessment, and 
upon no other basis should the State assessors be allowed to 
adjudicate upon that subject A President in his vetoes, and 
United States Judges in their decisions, notoriously now seize 
upon plausible sophistries in order to favor party policy. Should 
State assessors be invested with those prerogatives, redress for 



THE CENSUS TAKING- SJ- 

wrbtigs would be very precarious, however great To illustrate 
the net income of farm lands I will submit the figures in the 
census just taken on one of the most highly assessed farms per 
acre in the town : 

Rye, 150 bushels, w $90 

Oats, 125 bushels. 62 

Com, 60 bushels 36 

Potatoes, 30 bushels 12 

Butter, 500 pounds 75 

Hay 200 

Eggs 13 

Pork 85 

Miscellaneous 162 

$685 

Labor $300 

Fertilizers 12 

Fencing , 5 

MiflcellaneouB « 50 

867 

Ket proceed by the census $318 

But in order to ascertaia the actual net proceeds the follawing 
items should be taken in the account : 

Oatfi fed to teams $ 60 

Com fed to swine. 20 

Hay fed to stock. 175 

$257 

Leaving the actual net proceeds of the farm to be $43. 

The county tax on that farm was $8^ 

School tax S 

Road tax 5 

$50 

This estimate does not include the labor and board of the 
farmer and his wife which bad been exclusively devoted to the 
cultivation of that farm. Nor does it iaclude some seventy-five 
dollars appropriated to church and charitable objects. 

This showing explains why by the report of an official bureaa 
in Massachusetts and the annual message of the Governor of 
C!onnecticut, it is asserted, that there is not a town in those 
States where farms cannot be bought for the cost of the build* 
ings erected upon them. 



• 
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How different the state of things from what it was in 1850 
when the different industries of the county were under the 
natural laws of trade. Then farms could be bought and half the 
consideration for their purchase paid for from their avails. And 
manufactures were even more prosperous. By the census of 
that year the capital invested in the manufactures of the country 
was $530,000,000 ; the amount paid for labor $240,000,000 ; 
cost of raw material $550,000,000 ; value of goods produced 
$1,020,000,000, leaving a net income of $230,000,000, or about 
forty-two per cent For that compromise such men as Henry 
Clay and Daniel Webster were shut out of Faneuil Hall. And 
to do away with that compromise the Eedublican party was 
formed and has been in the ascendant for twenty years, during 
which it has not left an uncommitted crime. For the condition 
of the farming interest now I refer to the example here shown. 
For the condition of the manufacturing interest the census of 
1870 showed a net income of near fifty per cent, and the pub- 
lished dividends are from fifteen to twenty-four per cent, an 
example of which may be seen in the Columbia Bepvhlican of 
June 3d inst Yet under the supervisors' valuation the farming 
towns are taxed from ten to twelve mills on the dollar, while the 
manufacturing towns are taxed only from six to seven mills on 
the dollar with a vast proportion of their property unassessed 
The manufacturers of the country are vastly amassing their 
millions while farmers in debt are swiftly going to ruin. Those 
who have formerly accumulated suplus means are yet able to 
sustain themselves. But the day is not distant when even they, 
.like Fisher Ames' poor fishermen, will be too poor to stay and 
too poor to get away if Eepublican policy in respect to industry 
and finance is to continue. To avoid these consequences the 
people must no longer sleep upon this subject, and they must 
give to statesmen by enthusiastic assurances, and to the press by 
a liberal patronage, an assurance that they will stand by them 
in the faithful discharge of their duties, and not leave them to 
suffer at the hands of official knaves and their favored constitu- . 
ents. For those knaves and their constituents the country has 
been deluged in blood and tears ; for them half of the wealth of 
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the nation consists of its debts ; for them enormous expenses are 
incurred and sinecure offices are created, and enormous salaries 
paid. They have been the cause of creating a pension list of 
thirty-five millions of dollars annually, and by proposing in 
Congress to pension more who have long held office under the 
government, they are opening the way to pension the past Ee- 
publican office-holders, and they have already had limitation 
laws passed t6 screen them from the consequences of their 
crimes. 

There are many very interesting matters connected with these 
subjects which, if health will permit, will be noticed in the 
future. June 24, 1880. 
12 
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THE BURDEN OF DEBT. 



-» ♦ 



The Legacy the Republican Party has 

left to the People. 



■♦ ♦ 



We have a national debt of $2,000,000,000. The bayonet 
rule under which that debt was contracted gave evidence that 
"Christ was about to establish his kingdom upon the earth." 
The clergyman who made the joyful discovery has been made 
a bishop. The counties in the State of New York have con- 
tracted debts amounting to about $212,000,000. If there is 
nothing else to show for it the State has marble fantastically piled 
on three acres of ground in Albany. Columbia county has a debt 
of $746,578, and if she has nothing else to show for it she has an 
armory at which may occasionally be heard the thrilling fife and 
pealing drum and crashing horn and festive fiddle. 

Now while a majority of office holders during the last twenty 
years have escaped penitentiaries through a statute of limitations, 
we read in Forney's Chronicle of May 23d that a bill is before 
Congress to commence the process of pensioning them. The 
New York Times thinks the expense thus involved would be in- 
significant We read on the 118th and succeeding pages in 
Harpers' Magazine of June 1880, under the caption of **The 
Ingratitude of the Eepublic," that the neglect of our military 
officers in the late civil war has been borne with patience and 
, without complaint, under an impression that justice would be 
done them in time. Their share in the four hundred millions of 
dollars commutation steal at the close of the war was too ephe- 
meral. Generalships and other military offices were merely 
military rewards. 
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The election of Gen. Grant twice to the Presidency was of 
small account in comparison to his merit. The position should 
have been made permanent to him. And he and his associates 
should have pensions of hundreds of thousands of dollars annu- 
ally, with palaces in the cities and by the sea and on the moun- 
tains like oflScers in the British East Indies, and like the British 
East Indies, all taxation should be imposed upon the farming 
and industrial population. 

By a little observation it will be seen that that system of tax- 
ation has to a great extent akeady been adopted here. Then again 
that portion of the clergy who have made the discovery that civil 
war was unspeakably glorious and an evidence that Christ was 
about to establish his kingdom upon the earth — and that shot and 
shell was an efficient means in punishing women for their pre- 
judices — and that prayer to Almighty God was an appropriate 
way for smoking out a cotemporary religious conference — and 
that the tendency of prayer might be to create a great quarrel. 
Such clergy should be specially provided for. The means 
already suggested for that purpose may be left for future coAid- 
eratioru But should the next legislature be Eepublican the 
English system of tithes might be adopted for the benefit of 
that peculiar clergy. One-tenth of all the productions of the 
farmers might quiet them for a time during which they might 
be relied upon in a variety of emergencies — 

To sing the praises of the regicide, 
And then the praises of aU kings whatever, 

And write for the Republic far and wide. 
And then against it bitterer than ever. 

They'd turn to hearty anti- Jacobin^ 

Then turn their coats, and if they could, their skins. 

July 1, 1880. 
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PETTED STATES. 



' • ■» 9»* 



A Fair Sample of Republican Rule. 






From the first settlement of this country up to the revolution, 
the people of Massachusetts, including Maine, enjoyed a mo- 
nopoly of the fisheries from which they excluded even the 
Indians. They enjoyed a monopoly of the African slave trade, 
and for objecting to it on the score of humanity Ehode Island 
was excluded from the New England confederacy. Under the 
authority of the crown they forced their slaves into Virginia and 
Georgia in violation of the legislative enactments of the one and 
the edicts of Gov. Oglethrop and the trustees in the other State. 
Under the constitution they are the only people who have asked 
and enjoyed favors for their special industries, which other 
industries did not enjoy, and at the expense of other industries ; 
and they are the only people who have asked for favors to their 
State to be bestowed at the expense of the people of other States. 

In the constitution itself they secured a monopoly of the slave 
trade for twenty years. In the first Congress they procured 
from the National treasury tonnage bounties on their fisheries 
and drawbacks on their fish and rum exported. In the war of 
1812 they secured a monopoly of the fisheries and the slave 
trade by making common cause with the enemy. 

Under Eepublican ascendancy they have secured a protective 
tariff of fifty per cent, upon imports for the special benefit of 
near five thousand millions of dollars worth annually of manu- 
factured goods, and haye procured a free list on some hundred 
and sixty millions annually of imports taken in exchange for 
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manufactures exported or for the raw material for those manu- 
factures. 

Under this reciprocity arrangement they were supplied with 
Canadian agricultural products Iree of duty in exchange for a 
free access to the Canadian fisheries, and for continuing that free 
access since the expiration of that arrangement the government 
has just had to pay in damages awarded the sum of five millions 
five hundred thousand dollars. And now they are enjoying 
drawbacks on the duties of eight millions of bushels of salt 
annually imported and used in the curing of their fish. 

In the earliest history of our country Virginia and North 
Carolina gave near two hundred thousand miles of their terri- 
tory to the government to aid in paying the expenses of the 
Revolution* Massachusetts, with some of her New England 
associates, claimed to own the northern portion of Ohio, which 
they retained and peopled with their dependents, who spawned 
a Joshua R Geddings, who, with negro on the brain, occupied 
a seat in Congress for twenty-one years, during which he was 
continually striving to stir up hatred between the people of the 
States, and making use of the slaves of the South for that pur- 
pose, though well knowing that Massachusetts was the author of 
that slavery. 

The same section has now spawned a James A» Garfield, who 
has followed in the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor, and 
he is charged by his own constituents with the commission of 
the grossest crimes,, among which is false swearing and the credit 
mobilier steal and bribery, and a participation in all the crimes 
which have characterized the Republican party during its whole 
history. James A. Garfield is now the Republican candidate 
for the Presidency, and is a very fit subject for that party. 

Gen. Arthur is the Republican candidate for the Vice-Presi- 
dency. He has recently been turned out of the office of collector 
in New York under a charge of incapacity. He was a pupil of 
Erastus D. Culver, and doubtless wears his political mantla 
Erastus D. Culver had the same infirmity with Joshua R. Ged- 
dings, and he strove to be his imitator. They were both mem- 
bers of the twenty-ninth Congress. As a sample of their joint 
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action, they with twelve others on the 11th of May, 1846, voted 
against sending provisions to the army in the Mexican war, Mr. 
Culver in a set speech claiming that ** Te^cas belonged to Mexico 
and should be restored to her." Of course Gen. Arthur is a 
very appropriate candidate for the Republican party. 
July 8, 1880. 
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WAR PLUNDER. 



» »' 



Garfield and Butler as the Engineers. 



• * • 



In January, 1864, the civil war was evidently drawing to its 
closa The resources of the confederacy was becoming exhaust- 
ed and its government had signified its wish for peace, and 
President Lincoln with all his cabinet but one was taking the 
subject into favorable consideration. The government, with 
ample resources, had a million men in the field, and it was' evi- 
dent that the time was approaching when the people could no 
longer be plundered under the excuse of war, and, therefore, an 
enormous grab must be made for the benefit of the leaders and 
tools of the Eepublican party. To that end Gen. Ulysses S, 
Grant, being at the head of all the armies of the government, 
made a call for 500,000 men. Gen. James A. Garfield, repre- 
senting in Ohio the reservation of the rum distilling African 
slave trading district of Boston, being chairman of the military 
committee in Congress, reported a bill for the purpose of raising 
that 500,000 men, and an obsequious Congress passed the 
bill, but unlike former acts it made no provision for commu- 
tation, but designedly left the subject to the discretion of the 
general officers. To Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, the commander 
of the army of the Potomac, was delegated that discretion. He 
at first asked nine hundred dollars, but subsequently consented 
to take eight hundred dollars commutation for each recruit, 
making the gross amount of that commutation to be four hun- 
dred millions of dollars, not a particle of which ever reached the 
national treasury, as official documents in my possession will 
show. 



92 POLITICAL HISTORY. 

An ample proportion of it has been used to enable the nations 
of the world to stare at a live President as they would at a troupe 
of Negro nninstrels. Another large proportion has been used to 
enable a general officer to sport at Lowell, in Massachusetts, the 
voluptuousness of a millionaire princa Another portion will be 
used to supply marshals and other party tools with "barrels" 
for corrupting the ballot boxes all over the country. [For using 
that expression perhaps I should apologize for dirtying my 
fingers with the mud which Republican editors have long been 
throwing at the worthy son of the venerable Elam Tilden.] 

Towards that $400,000,000 commutation money Columbia 
County, including her accruing expenses, paid $444,584, to- 
wards which Hillsdale contributed $25,666, only four other 
towns in the county contributing an equal sum. In the gross 
Columbia County paid in war bounties and expenses $1,687,126, 
towards which Hillsdale contributed $77,592, only four other 
towns in the county contributing an equal sum. The town of 
Stockport contributed less than half that sum, when if the pres- 
ent census shall be fairly taken it will be shown that she pos- 
sessed over four-fold greater capital. In 1864 a surplus of four 
recruits was assessed at $800 each upon the towns of Hillsdale 
and Copake, but "good land," as Josiah Allen's wife would say, 
that $3,200 never reached Gen. Butler. In its transit it was 
stolen, and a "fellow feeling makes us wonderous kind.'' Gen. 
Butler never complained of it, and the theft was never discov- 
ered till 1872, when it taxed all the ingenuity of a Eepublican 
Board of Supervisors to exonerate the thief from the conse- 
quences of the crime. Like Logan, Stanton, Grant, Butler and 
Tweed, that thief wore the mantle of the Democracy, and like 
them that thief took shelter behind the shield of the Eepublicans. 

Since that commutation fund is to be used to pave the way 
for James A. Garfield to the Presidency, and possibly to a throne, 
it may be well in a future number to notice his qualification for 
those positions as taught by his antecedents and as described 
by his Eepublican admirers. So ample a means for corrupting 
the ballot box, with other abundant Eepublican facilities, give so 
strong assurance of his election that those who desire to fatten 
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in the imperial kitchen are already making pilgrimages to Wash- 
ington to look upon his person and to touch the hem of his 
mantle, and to bring away the marshal's baton or other Eepub- 
lican considerations. Had Mr. Garfield's bill for raising the 
500,000 troops contained a provision for commutation, it would 
have carried that commutation to the National treasury. But 
from motives then well understood it made no such provision, 
and to conceal the object to which the money was to be applied, 
Gen. Butler pretended to get a negro substitute in each case of 
commutation, those negroes to be obtained at Newbern, in North 
Carolina. Five hundred thousand negroes to be obtained in a 
city containing 4,600 inhabitants, and in a State containing only 
40,000 adult male negroes ! That sham commutation comprises 
a large portion of the debt now existing, not only in Columbia 
County, but in the State of New York and other States. The 
money thus plundered from the people Tias since been used 
among other things to corrupt the ballot box, and will be • 
liberally used to fix upon us a President who was the author of 
the bill calling for the half million of troops, and who is the^ 
representative of the Massachusetts reservation in Ohio. 

For the commutation of the four recruits obtained at New- 
bern and charged to Hillsdale and Copake, reference may 
be had to the published proceedings of the Board of Supervisors 
in 1872. July 13, 1880. 
13 
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THE SKIES BRIGHTEN. 
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What the Republican Party has Done 

and is trying to Do. 
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That Providence which for the last twenty years has been 
frowning upon the people of the United States is certainly ap- 
pearing to show a sftiiling face. They may be permitted to 
escape from that precipice of reconstruction to which Eepubli- 
can policy has been hastening. Those States may yet individually 
be considered competent to enjoy the sovereignty over their 
civil and industrial interests that seven small governments in 
Europe have enjoyed for centuries. Massachusetts having arbi- 
trary control over the Ashtabula district in Ohio, and also 
the control of ten States through the 295,000,000 of acres of the 
public domain which Eepublican ascendancy has bestowed upon 
her incorporated Emigrant Aid Society, is claiming a right to 
interfere with the civil and industrial interests of all the other 
States. 

To judge of the expediency of yielding to her claim it may 
be well to contrast her antecedents with those of other States, 
particularly that of Virginia. During 150 years under the crown 
of England and by its prerogative Massachusetts enjoyed a 
monopoly of the African slave trade, and forced those slaves 
into Virginia in spite of twenty-three legislative acts passed by 
Virginia legislatures to prohibit it In 1788 Virginia gave a 
hundred thousand miles of her territory to the United States 
government to aid in the payment of its debts. Massachusetts, 
holding the Ashtabula district in Ohio by the same tenure with 
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that of Virginia to her territory, refused to cede it to the gov- 
ernment, and has devoted it to toost mischievous purposes. By 
the act of Virginia slavery was prohibited from the ceded terri- 
tory, although slavery was then existing in all the States in the 
Union. In the draft of the declaration of independence by Mr. 
Jefferson, of Virginia, the African slave trade was denounced as- 
piracy, and that clause was stricken out by the delegates of 
Massachusetts. The clause in the Federal constitution irrepeal- 
ably legalizing the African slave trade was passed under the 
influence and by the votes of the delegates from Massachusetts, 
though denounced as disgraceful by the delegates from Virginia, 

On the 23d of March, 1788, Massachusetts passed an act ban- 
ishing Africans from the State under the penalty of repeated 
whippings. Under the operation of that law hundreds of ne- 
groes, including many brought from Africa in their infancy and 
grown to marketable age, were shipped and sold in the West 
Indies. In the language of Edward Everett: "They were 
" banished from the cool breezes of New England to gasp under 
"the lash beneath the burning sun of the tropics." Virginia in 
the meantime treated the slaves forced upon her with kindness, 
freeing thousands of them under a Virginian administration. 
The territory was obtained between the Mississippi river and the 
Pacific ocean and the acquisition was bitterly opposed by Mas- 
sachusetts. And now under Eepublican ascendancy Massachu- 
setts, having robbed the government of the choicest portion of 
that domain, she is using it to deprive Virginia and all the other 
States of their reserved sovereign prerogatives. A host of gal- 
lant Virginians in the war of 1812 gained glorious victories for 
their country both by land and sea, while Massachusetts traitor- 
ously gave aid and comfort to the enemy, her citizens designedly 
causing the capture of one gallant army and two of the best 
government ships. 

Neither Virginia or any other agricultural State has ever 
sought government favor at the expense of the people of other 
States ; yet Massachusetts and her creatures through bounties, 
drawbacks, tariffs, salary grabs, credit mobiliers, syndicates, 
commutations, and every other means that knavish cunning 
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could devise, have possessed themselves of half the wealth of 
the nation in the shape of debte, and are seeking to use that 
wealth in an attempt to revolutionize the government and to de- 
prive the people of their liberties. The representative men of 
Virginia have been a Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Marshall, Scott and a Harrison, and last though not least, 
a Eobert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and a Joseph E. John* 
8ton, all with world wide fame for their acts, talents and in* 
tegrity ; while Massachusetts has had her Caleb Strong, John 
A. Andrew, William Hull and Benjamin P. Butler — her men of 
inerit of course refusing to approbate her rum-distilling, slave- 
trading cupidity and greed, have been kept in the shade. With 
her Ill-gotten wealth she has subsidized the press and pulpit and 
corrupted the ballot box and the people, and deranged the whole 
industry of the country, prostrating the most important interests 
and producing revulsions by over-productions in those most 
favored. 

To perpetuate her policy Massachusetts will put in requisition 
at the coming election all the mighty influences she has so cor- 
ruptly obtained. If she succeeds, how our twelve millions of 
laboring men who are now scarcely able to obtain a subsistence, 
will enjoy a few millions of opium eating Chinese to be added 
to their numbers, through the agency of subsidized steamships. 
How our farmers will enjoy an additional twist upon a protective 
tariff, increasing a free list for the favored few, and imposing 
additional duties upon imports taken in exchange for agricultu- 
ral exports, or such as farmers have occasion to consume. How 
those farmers would rejoice in having one-tenth of the fruits of 
their labor taken to support clergymen whose love to God has 
been manifested by shouting " the unspeakable glories of a civil 
war." How our taxpayers will rejoice to see our thirty-five 
millions of a pension list doubled by being extended to past 
Eepublican office-holders, and in seeing a new edition of salary 
grabs, credit mobiliers and palaces built in cities, by the sea aod 
on mountains, for aristocracy ; and for the protection of that 
aristocracy see an armory built in every town throughout the 
United States. Eepublican antecedents give evidence that all 
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this may be realized in the future. If the selling a few millions 
of gallons of Boston rum annually can make a whole party in- 
different to the perishing of millions of African childrenlaround 
the ashes of the habitations of their captured parents, and to the 
millions slaughtered in that capture, and the millions perishing 
with malaria in the holds of the slave ships, and the millions of 
survivors doomed to everlasting bondage, they certainly will be 
indifferent to the sufferings of the American people when by 
their financial policy they can secure to themselves many hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars annually. A few months must now 
decide the question, probably for all tima 

If the people shall blindly allow Eepublicans to triumph at 
the coming election, the corruptions of the past is but a stepping 
stone to what they may eff<3ct in the future. If on the contrary 
they shall rally and in their integrity and strength shall shake 
off that Republican incubus, they will restore the first principles 
of our government^ under which the people long prospered, and 
which will be made permanent by a knowledge of the past 
twenty years* experience. 

July 24, 1880. 
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A RETROSPECT. 



General Hancock the Real Savior of the 

Nation. 
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President Hayes in his public address has admitted that upon 
the merits of the late civil war intelligent men may very honestly 
differ, and in his appointment of prominent confederate officers to 
his cabinet and elsewhere, he has justified the sincerity of his 
declaration. Virginians bore the burden of the war, and for the 
first three years they were uniformly successful. Their victories 
of Big Bethel, Ball's Bluff, Bull Eun, a series of conflicts in the 
Shenandoah Valley, and in the Wilderness around Kichmond, 
and again at Bull Run and Fredericksburg, Chancellorville and 
Harper's Ferry, were all signal, and in them while they displayed 
their gallantry, they manifested great generosity. On battle 
fields amidst thirty thousand slain they set at liberty at one 
time ten thousand prisoners. 

After these series of victories, and the government still per- 
sisting in its policy of invasion, the Virginians ceased their 
policy of resistance and took the aggressive, and Gettysburgh 
was destined to virtually settle the doubtful conflict On the 
one side was an army Ynade veteran by its victories, and com- 
manded by the most accomplished General of the age. On the 
other side, an^army demoralized by its defeats and having only 
superior numbers and gallant officers in command to give it 
hopes of success. It was well understood that the future of our 
country greatly depended upon the result of that pending con- 
flict Had the Confederates succeeded, Washington, Baltimore 
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fend Philadelphia were within their immediate grasp, and New 
York within thirty days. Having the military control, it would 
have carried with it their resources. Haying possession of the 
seat of government, it would have given them a prestige which 
would have confirmed in their favor the merits of the conflict 

England, too, by an early recognition of the belligerency of 
the war, had shown favor to the Confederacy, and had given 
assistance for which she subsequently paid fifteen millions of 
dollars. Under its success she would have made common cause 
with the Confederacy, and by commanding our coasts with her 
ships would have reduced the conflict on the part of the govern- 
ment to a mere guerilla warfare. 

France, having early recognized the belligerence of the war 
and sent an army to Mexico, would have made common cause 
with the Confederacy. 

Austria, under like circumstances, with an Arch Duke upon 
an Imperial throne in Mexico, would have allied herself to the 
Confederacy, and the future of our government would have been 
subject to its dictation. 

Such were the consequences depending upon the conflict at 
Gettysburgh. The government army was under the immediate 
command of General Meade, who wisely yielded the active com- 
mand to General Winfield Scott Hancock. After a terrible 
conflict of three long days the Confederate army was compelled 
to retreat into Virginia, and from that period the war could have 
been closed on any day upon the terms avowed by the govern- 
ment at the commencement, and President Lincoln was all along 
desirous to close it upon those terms, as was demonstrated in 
his solicited interview in Hampton Roads, and his avowal to his 
cabinet on the 3d of March, 1865, and in the terms dictated by 
him in the surrender of General Lee's army. As I have already 
had occasion to demonstrate, that desire caused his assassination. 
The actual control of the government, under the leadership of 
John A Andrew, of Massachusets, was in the hands of such 
men as Benjamin F. Butler, James A. Garfield and Ulysses S. 
Grant That control has been characterized by a four hundred 
million dollars steal through a useless call for a half million of 
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troops, and a farther steal of all the most valuable portion of the 
public domain, and through credit mobiliers, salary grabs, De- 
Golyer bribes, syndicates, and every other species of plunder that 
knavery can devise, even the Presidency itself. To perpetuate 
these series of planders they are now seeking to reconstruct the 
government, and, as at Gettysburgh,^ Gen. Hancock is facing the 
enemy. If the intelligent people will stand by him now as the 
gallant soldiers did then, all will be safe^: 
August 5, 1880. 
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A COMPARISON. 
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The Difference between Hancock and 

Garfield. 
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The following are the reasons why General Hancock should 
not be elected President of the United States, as expressed by 
the Cleveland Leader^ and copied approvingly in the columns of 
other Bepubliean organs all over the country : 

First cbjtction. — Gen. Hancock was born of wealthy parents. 

Second. — He was educated at West Point 

2%mi— His education at West Point, like Gen. Grant and all 
others, was paid by the government 

^Mr<A.— He studied the manual of arms. 

Fifik, — Being in the regular army — 

" His country called him to the field, 
And duty prompted him to yield." 

5ii/fe.— ^He never had an independent command. 

[It is undisputed history that Gen. Meade delegated to him 
the active command at the battle of Gettysburgh, the most im- 
portant of the war, in fact more important than all the other 
battles, as it was the turning point of the war ; and, after a three 
days' conflict, if he did not gain a victory, he compelled the con- 
federate army to retreat with its power forever broken.] 

Seventh. — Gen. Hancock is a professional soldier, and, accord- 
ing to a quoted vocabulary, a hireling. 

Eighth. — He is not known to favor or oppose hard money. 

Ninth.' — His opinion upon resumption is not known. 

IkrUh.'^E.e 3taods upon the Cincinnati platform, (which is 
14 
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Opposed to government interference with labor, either by taxing 
agriculture for the benefit of manufacturers or for using subsi- 
dized steamships to import opium-eating Chinese.) 

Eleventh, — He is in favor of the States having control of their 
elective franchise. 

Twelfth — He believes the States ought to be sovereign over 
all their civil and industrial interests. 

ThiTieenih. — His opinion upon the subject of the rights of 
States in respect to the civil over the military rule was expressed 
in his order No. 40, while military commander in Louisiana* 

Fourteenth, — A Eepublican fabrication. 

Fifteenth, — A Eepublican assertion. 

/S&feen^.— 'Gen. Hancock, if elected, will be as potters' clay, 
and as heretofore asserted by Eepublicans will be dictated by 
Judge Jeremiah Black, one of the ablest jurists and purest men 
of the age, whose advice Eepublicans admit caused Gen. Gar- 
field to back down from his credit mobilier speculation. 

Seventeenth, — Gen. Hancock looks well in his uniform on 
horseback. 

Eighteenth, — Like President Hayes, Gen. Hancock may think 
the merits of the civil war a doubtful question, and like Presi- 
dent Hayes may allow confederate officers in hia cabinet and 
other official positions. 

These, according to Eepublican editors, being the objection- 
able points to Gen. Hancock, we will now do well to look into 
the same authority to see what are the admirable qualifications 
of Gen. Garfield for the Presidency. 

First, — He was the son of a poor woman. 

Second. — He was a canal driver in his youth. 

Third, — He educated himself. 

Fourth. — He studied political economy (to pretty good advan- 
tage for himself as his subsequent life has shown.) 

Fifth. — He volunteered to fight without any regard to the 
merits of the causa 

Sixth. — He won a victory. 

Seventh, — For twenty-two years he has represented the Massa- 
chusetts rum-distilling, African slave-trading interest in the 
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Ashtabula district in Ohio, and has followed in the footsteps of 
the illustrious Joshua E. Geddings. 

Eighth, — He is a hard money man, though opposed to silver 
as a legal tender. 

Ninth. — After the legalizing of silver had forced the resump- 
tion of specie payments he became a furious advocate of such 
resumption. 

Tenth, — He is in favor of taxing agriculture for the benefit of 
manufacturers, and stands at the head of the party which is en- 
deavoring to deluge our country with opium eating Chinese in 
order to cheapen labor. 

Eleventh, — When Massachusetts shall have colonized her 
295,000,000 of acres of stolen domain with millions of Negroes 
and Chinese, and shall therefore get the political control of ten 
States, as she has ever had of her Ashtabula district in Ohio, she 
will be able to make a very important man of Gen. Garfield, and 
of course approbates that policy and the policy of Massachusetts 
having control of the civil and industrial interests of all the 
States. 

Twelfth — Gen. Garfield believes our government to be a na- 
tion in which the States have no prerogatives which it is bound 
to respect 

Thirteenth, — A repetition of the twelfth. 

Fourteenth, — Gen. Garfield does not believe the States are 
competent to protect themselves from anarchy, and they should 
in consequence be in submission to the laws of the general gov- 
ernment 

Fifteenih, — He has a great record as a statesman (for the proof 
of which the credit mobilier, and salary grab and DeGolyer 
bribe might be cited.) 

Sixteenth, — ^He is an independent statesman and will be gov- 
erned by v^hat he believes to be right, (in proof of which his 
report to raise five hundred thousand troops in 1864 will fully 
show, as by its provisions four hundred and forty odd thousand 
dollars was taxed upon Columbia County, which never reached 
the national treasury, but went into the pockets of the actors on 
that occasion.) 
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Ssventeenih. — ^He, like Joshua B. Geddings, is a plain fnatter 
of fact statesman. 

Eighteenik. — As might be expected fr6m a twenty -two year»* 
representation of the Ashtabula district in Obio^ he is wonder^ 
fully opposed to Sonthern influence in the government, and is 
enthusiastically in favor of the principles of reconstruction^ 
under the policy of which one-half of the wealth of the nation 
consists of its debts held by the few to be paid by the sweat and 
toil of the many. 

From this Republican view of the two candidates for th6 
Presidency can intelligent men hesitate which shall receive their 
suffrages at the Fall election ? 

August 12, 1880. 
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In the Presidential campaign now pending, Eepublicans pro- 
fess to believe in the certainty of electing James A. Garfield, for 
he is the representative of the Massachusetts Ashtabula district, . 
whichj like the serpent, carries all its poison in its head. He 
represents, too, all the political, selfish factions that have existed 
in this country since the days of the Revolution, and it may be 
well to enumerate them. In 1788 Federals got the slave trade 
plank inserted in the Constitution, and they passed the law banish- 
ing negroes from Massachusetts, under which they were sent to 
the West Indies and sold as slaves. In 1803 they opposed the 
purchase of the territory west of the Mississippi, denouncing it 
as paying tribute to France. In 1812 they opposed the war and 
made a common cause with the enemy. In 1818, being in dis* 
grace, they took a new departure under the name of National 
Republicans, and the Golumhia Republican was born as its off- 
spring, and has been its adherent ever since. In 1824 it took 
the name of Clintonians, after their candidate for the Presi- 
dency in 1812, who, though claiming to be a Democrat, had 
united with the Federals in opposition to the war. In that year 
the Democracy finding the Golumhia Repvhlican to be a Judas, 
endorsed the Gazette as its organ, it having previously existed as 
a neutral paper since 1784, and been burned out in 1792, when 
the first fire occurred in the city. (See County History, page 
172.) 

In 1828 the Federal party took another new departure 
tinder the name of the American System, under which wa« 
inaugurated the first attempt of the general government to usurp 
the prerogative of the States in respect to the industry of the 
peopla In 1847 the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society wad 
ooQoeived, which swept into Federal ranks renegade Democrats, 
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and formed an alliance with the Garrison and Phillips faction, 
whose motto was "The Constitution a covenant with Hell." That 
Society has managed to appropriate all the most valuable of the 
•public domain, through which it expects to control, politically 
at least, ten of the States. In 1856 all these factions were con- 
glomerated into what they called the Republican party, it hav- 
ing been for the two previous years masqueraded as Know 
Nothings. Being based upon a huge corruption fund, it subsi- 
dized the press and pulpit, and instituted a system of corrupting 
the ballot box. In 1860 their minions, by dividing the Demo- 
cracy, succeeded in possessing themselves of the sword and 
purse of the nation, since which its history has been written in 
blood, and to perpetuate the possession of the sword and purse 
in their hands they are seeking to reconstruct the government 
by depriving the States of all the prerogatives reserved to them 
under the constitution, and in instituting a sjrstem of force and 
fraud, under which they have already elected a President and 
clothed him with prerogatives by which, through his vetoes, he 
has paralyzed all the action of Congress, limiting that action to 
mere appropriations to pay his extravagant expenditures. Hav- 
ing usurped control over the industry of the country, they have 
paralyzed that industry. The capital of the country was invest- 
ed in that industry in 1860. The capital of the country is now 
invested in its debts, and industry being paralyzed, stolen capi- 
tal is now invested even at a premium, in four per cent govern- 
ment bonds. 

Under these circumstances James A. Garfield has become 
the standard bearer of the Republican party, and he was the 
most important actor in replenishing their corruption fund 
with the four hundred million steal under the call for troops in 
1864. It is therefore not surprising that Republicans are confi- 
dent of his election. His action in the credit mobilier, salary 
grab and DeGolyer cases assures them that they will have no 
occasion to assassinate him to avoid the consequences of his 
honesty and patriotism. Notwithstanding all these circumstances 
there is a very bright spot in the political horizon, and freedom 
need not yet give her final shriek. That this bright spot may 
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be the better appreciated, I will in future call public attention 
to it With all their boasted assurance I believe that knaves 
are seeing that bright spot and beginning to tremble. 
' August 16, 1880. 
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 



'••» ♦■ 



Its Past and Its Present. — What will be Its 

Future ? 



The Republican party of 1860 consisted of a congloraeration 
of the Federals of 1812, National Republicans of 1818, Clinton- 
ians of 1824, American System men of 1828, High Tariff men 
of 1842, renegade Democrats of 1848, Garrison, Phillips and 
John P. Hale, Abolitionists of 1852, Know Nothings of 1854, 
a vast corruption fund of 1856, and a subsidized press and pul- 
pit of 1860. At that election 4,662,170 votes were given, of 
which the Republican candidate received only 1,857,610, and 
yet was elected, though in a minority of 804,560 votes, cunning- 
ly employed emissaries having divided the Democratic party. 

The constituents of the Republican President having frater- 
nized with those who were pleased to consider the Constitution 
to be "a covenant with hell," did not feel himself obligated to 
be governed by its provisions. He therefore within forty days 
after his inauguration plunged into a civil war without waiting 
for the constitutional action of Congress. His excuse for that war 
was African slavery, although the most important branch of his 
constituents had monopolized the African slave trade for centu- 
ries. Another excuse for the war was to avoid a disruption of 
the States, although certain of his constituents had given aid and 
comfort to the enemy in trying to avoid the union with three- 
fourths of the territory comprised within the limits of those 
States. 

In the prosecution of that war those Republicans managed to 
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possess themselves of half the wealth of the nation in the shape 
of debts, which they are pleased to call " a national blessing," 
the payment of which they are pleased to claim would be an 
inconceivable national injury. And through the use of the 
sword and purse and credit mobiliers, and other financial opera- 
tions, they have managed to obtain all the most important of 
the public domain. Through amendments of the objects for 
which the constitution was made, and the action of carpet-bag- 
gers and scallawags, they have managed to secure the votes of a 
four million negro population, notwithstanding they had waged 
an unprovoked and relentless war against those negroes in Africa 
for centuries. 

With all these facilities added to those they possessed in 1860 
those Eepublicans were in a popular minority in 1876 of 380,000 
votes, notwithstanding they had the aid of a hundred thousand 
office-holders, among whom it is proverbial that "an honest man 
was a great rarity." 

Their facilities for the election of 1880 is no greater than in 
1876, but they will doubtless exceed that period in their knavery 
and corruption, and upon that they doubtless predicate their 
confidence of success. The popular vote of 1876 was 8,413,000. 
By the census in 1870 there were 5,922,471 farmers. Of course 
near three-fourths of the votes. given in 1876 were given by 
farmers. By the census of 1870 the capital invested in farming 
was $10,788,080,335. The income produced by that, with near 
six millions of laborers and eleven thousand millions of dollars 
capital, was $2,447,538,658. In manufactures that year there 
were 2,053,996 persons employed, with capital of $2,118,208,769. 
Those laborers and that capital produced an income of $4,233,- 
325,442. One-third of the labor and one-fifth of the capital in 
manufactures produced near twice the income of the farmer. 

This state of things did not exist previous to 1861, and has 
been produced by Kepublican government interference with the 
industry of the people. At the same time taxes have been in- 
creased four fold, and the value of farms reduced one-half. 
Almost prohibitory duties being imposed upon certain imports, 
has made the foreign market almost valueless to the farm, while 
15 
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the home market for agricultural productions is controlled by 
middle-men employed by manufacturers. 

The policy of Eepublicans is to perpetuate this state of things 
by a reconstruction of the government, substituting for the nat- 
ural laws of trade the sword and purse in the hands of the gov- 
ernment, placing in the hands of the government that sovereignty 
over the civil and industrial interests of the people that by the 
Union was reserved to the States- 
It will be seen by the foregoing that the farmers hare the 
control of this subject. Can it be possible that a subsidized 
press can so blind their eyes as to make them the instruments of 
their own ruin ? But there is still more important matter to be 
taken into consideration upon this subject which will be ©oo- 
sidered in a future number. 
August 26, 1880; 
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COUNTY WAR EXPENDITURES. 
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a 

How the Republican Corruption Fund 

was Collected. 



* ♦ ♦ 



In the Columbia Iiq>ublican of last week I see copied from: 
the Philmont Sentinel a repetition of the charge of inaccuracy, 
or oversight, or something else, in one of my former communica-. 
tions. It specially denies my statement that the sum of $444,-, 
684, including her other expenses, was paid by the county for 
military commutation in 1864. That sum certainly appears to 
have been paid in the Supervisors^ published report, now before 
ma Towards that sum the town of Copake paid $3-7,211, 
whereas all her town and county expenses in 1852 were only 
$1,728, a difference of over $35,000. In the Albany Argus 
Almanac of 1880, now before me, I see it stated that the county 
indebtedness in 1865, in the whole State, to have been $211,- 
671,004, and in the county of Columbia to have been $746,578, 
including tkat of the county generally and of the individual 
towns, as I stated in my communication. This statement of the 
Argus the Sentinel totally denies. If the Sentinel denies that 
the military expenses of the county were $1,687,126, he will 
find it so stated on the 27th page of the Supervisors' published 
proceedings in 1865. If the Sentinel denies that $800 was paid 
for each Newbeme volunteer in 1864, in addition to the action 
of the Board of Supervisors in 1872, to which I have called, 
attention, I will cite the action of the Board on the 10th page. 
of 1864 : " Mr. Miller moved to insert $800 instead of $900 for 
* " each recruit. Mr, Miller's motion was carried, only two voting 
** in the negative." 
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These references, I believe, show the correctness of my state- 
ments, except in one case. I used the word commutation^ which 
should have been volunteer. The proceedings of the Board of 
Supervisors of 1864, show that not a dollar of the money paid 
for volunteers went into the hand of the committee who negoti- 
ated with the agents of Gen. Butler, and that committee must 
feel under great obligations to the Sentinel for its defence of 
them. 

To the crime of being an infirm old man, to which in the 
columns of the Columbia Bepvhlican public attention has been 
twice called, I must plead guilty, but I think I have cited 
authority to prove the correctness of my statements, instead of 
being guilty of an intentional or oversight series of falsehoods 
as suggested in the Sentinel^ and with all due deference to the 
tender feelings of the Sentinel^ I will take back the words " re- 
sult of ignorance or something else," and leave the public to fix 
the language that the case requires. 

The 500,000 negro volunteers from Newberne were never 
obtained and were not needed, and no portion of the money 
paid for them ever went to the national treasury. The interest 
at six per cent on the $400,000,000 paid for those volunteers, 
would be $24,000,000 annually. Invested in government bonds 
it paid no taxes, and makes a very respectable corruption fund. 
James A. Garfield being the chairman of the military commit- 
tee in Congress, he did more than all the world beside in pro- 
ducing this fund in this way, and he and the Eepublicans gen- 
erally feel confident that it insures his election io the Presi- 
dency. They think that the people have so much of the 
characteristics of the spaniel dog that chastisement only secures 
their good will, and upon that principle a tax for a Eepublican 
corruption fund will secure them a noble vote in the town of 
Copake, and a corresponding vote elsewhere. Should James 
A. Garfield be elected President, with a Congress of the same 
characteristics, that experiment may be tried on a much larger 
scala Some very interesting suggestions in connection with 
this subject will be noticed in the future. It will not appear 
strange that the Supervisors were so nearly unanimous in pay- 
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ing $800 per man rather than have their sons and neighbors 
forced into a "war from "which so few returned, and in "which 
twenty thousand slaughtered bodies would be allowed to lay 
uncared for four long days, and in "which 270,000 were allowed 
to languish in prison rather than to consent to an exchange. 
September 1, 1880. 
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POLITICAL CAPITAL. 



-•—•- 



How the Republican Policy Depresses 

the Laborers. 



Republicans pretend to have no doubt of the election of 
James A. Garfield, for their organization "was based upon a 
corruption fund which through their policy they are constantly 
replenishing. They closed the civil war by the establishment 
of a $400,000,000 corruption fund. Half the wealth of the 
nation consists in its debts, of which they are the owners. 
They have got all the most valuable portion of the public 
domain. They have virtually the possession of the national 
sword and purse and the influence of 100,000 corrupt office 
holders. Another element of their strength is the strife and 
hatred that they can create among the people — section against 
section, State against State, industry against industry, nationality 
against nationality, and religion against religion. For many 
years Wm. H. Seward was their great leader, and he obtained 
notoriety by making war upon Masonry. For many years 
Knownothingism was one of the strong branches of the party, 
and their only characteristic was war upon Catholics and 
foreigners. 

At the election of 1876 there were 8,400,000 votes given. 
By the previous census there were about 6,000,000 farm 
laborers and about 2,000,000 employed in manufactures. To 
secure a majority of these voters, Eepublicans claim to be the 
great friends and patrons of labor. To that end their policy 
has been in uninterrupted operation for twenty years. How far 
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they have succeeded in the object to which they have professed 
to aim can best be illustrated by the official reports of a Massa- 
chusetts official bureau upon statistics of labor, published at the 
expense of the State. These reports commence in 1871, after 
Republican policy had been for ten yeare in uninterrupted 
operation. On page 49 of the report of 1871 it is stated that a 
committee from the laborers from the Durfee mills in Fall River 
called upon D. A. Drayton, the Treasurer and Director, and 
represented to him that their wages did not allow them to 
reasonably supply their tables, at which he got excited and said 
to them : " By thunder, if you are going to count on luxuries, 
I can^t stand here to argue with you." He said " they did not 
come again to see him." It must be borne in mind that that 
company had for ten years been in the enjoyment of a protec- 
tive duty of fifty per cent upon imports to enable it to protect 
its laborers against what they were pleased to call the pauper 
laborers of Europe. 

On page 62, Isaiah Sanderson said : " The difficulties in Fall 
" River are caused by the Catholic operatives, and would con- 
" tinue until they were driven from the city and not permitted 
" to hold a place for the burial of their dead." On the preceding 
page he said, " 1 don't think a man can work in a mill, and save 
anything from his earnings after living properly." 

On page 64, Isaac B. Chase said, " As far as money making 
" was concerned, the manufacturers were benefited by the con- 
" troversy with their laborers." 

On the 88th page, the members of the Bureau state that the 
object for reducing the wages of laborers were two: First, the 
example of others, and second, to make more money. 

On the 107th page Mr. C. T. Sampson, of North Adams, 
said : " It will be cheaper to manufacture shoes with Chinese 
than with other workmen, and the consumer will reap the 
benefit." 

On the 157th page a correspondent from Berkshire county 
says : " What is needed to improve farming is more and cheaper 
labor. Let the Asiatic come." He said, "The Irish are getting 
two much Americanized to be efficient help." 
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On page 162 it reads : " Farmers consider their life and toil 
a hard one, and are restive under the burden of taxation." On 
the 164:th page : "Once farmers stood next to merchants ia 
social rank, now they have sunk below the mechanic." 

On the 181st page it reads: "In the fisheries the owners 
become wealthy, while the laborers have a scanty subsistence." 

On the 184th page it reads that " a clergyman familiar with 
'' industrial life in both fishing and manufacturing towns, said 
" that their system produced great wealth for the few and extreme 
" poverty for the many. A mere pretense at honesty was all 
" that could be shown by the men who monopolized the profits 
" and combined against the interests of the more dependent 
" clasa" 

On the 186th and succeeding pages the commissioners say 
that " men are not despised for laboring when they work to 
" advance an enterprise of their own, but the factory operative 
'' looks into a future so threatening that his heart fails within 
" him." The commissioners say : " There is need of immediate 
" legislation. The State should not permit her own destruction 
" through the ruin of her laboring classes. The present ten- 
" dency to the degradation of labor is one reckless of the future. 
" The efforts are to secure still cheaper labor. There ought to 
" be a formidable political and Christian sentiment drawn out 
" in solid array against these abominable and growing wrongs. 
" The people so enlightened on many subjects need education 
" upon political economy in its bearing upon the relations of 
" capital to labor." 

These extracts are only the beginning of several volumes, 
and are so interesting that I will continue them. 

September 6, 1880- 
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TAXATION AND POPULATION. 
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How Republican Policy is Depopulating 

the Agricultural Sections. 



♦ • 



The burden of taxation joined to social disadvantages will 
continue for years to depopulate the former well-to-do farming 
districts in New England. It is a true remark that many of the 
farms will not sell for enough to pay for building the stone wall 
which surrounds them. The well kept farm houses are dis- 
appearing. Such is the language of the New York Tribune^ 
copied approvingly into the Berkshire Courier of the 25th of 
August, 1880. By the late census the population of Massa- 
chusetts has increased since the last census 326,461 in numbers, 
and yet has diminished in almost every agricultural town. So 
says the Berkshire Courier of August 18th. 

In his last annual message the Governor of Connecticut said: 
" There was not a town in the State in which farms would sell 
for the cost of buildings erected upon them." The official 
Bureau of Statistics of labor in Massachusetts states that gener- 
ally farmers cannot live in that State without associating some 
other employment with farming. It states that in the most 
favored location the life of the farmer is a hard one, and it 
imputes the cause to high taxation and injudicious laws. 

The interests of agriculture are suffering elsewhere as they 
are in New England, and we have the evidence all around us 
that farm lands have been reduced over one-half in value during 
the past twenty years, while at the same time their productions 
are but a trifle greater now than they were twenty years ago, 
16 
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notwithstanding our vast increase of population and improved 
territory. Twenty years ago the products of agriculture ex- 
ceeded all others by thousands of millions of dollars annually. 
Now those productions are less than half that of other interests, 
and this, by the Tnhtne as authority, is to continue for years. 
It knows it to be the effect of Republican policy, and it expects 
that policy to be continued by Republicans with the sword and 
purse in their hands. Under that policy the last census showed 
that it took 6,000,000 of laborers and $11,000,000,000 of capital 
in agriculture to produce half as much of productions as 
accrued from 2,000,000 of labor and $2,000,000,000 in capital, 
and yet it is Republican policy to heap legislative favor upon 
that manufacturing interest at the expense of agriculture. 
Their boasted protective tariff is a part, and a most damaging 
part of that policy. If, as stated by Fisher Ames, a duty of 
twenty per cent, imposed upon the molasses taken in exchange 
for the fish exported in 1793 would produce devastation 
throughout all New England, what but flevastation can be ex- 
pected of a duty of from fifty to one hundred per cent, to be 
imposed upon all the imports taken in exchange for the exports 
of agriculture? 

This is the policy that Republicans expect to continue in the 
future. This is the policy that has produced all the evils that 
has existed among us for the last twenty years. It has pro- 
duced dissensions and hatred between different sections and 
interests in our country. It has produced civil war with all its 
consequences. It has produced a pension list which will soon 
equal all the expenses of the government in 1860. It has 
paralyzed the industry of the most important business in our 
country. It has demoralized the people, making civil service 
reform necessary. And, as is conceded, it has filled most 
official positions with knaves. 

For a miracle the Democracy has been enabled to nominate 
for the Presidency a man whose antecedents and moral charac- 
ter even his opponents concede to be above reproach. In the 
military he has not been exceeded by any in the present age ; 
and his letters to Gen. Sherman exhibit statesmanship of the 
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highest order. The Eepublican candidate is truly characteristic 
of the party, for by their own showing he has scarcely left aa 
uncommitted crima At the coming election the farmers will 
give six millions out of the nine millions of votes that will be 
taken. If they allow the Eepublican candidate to succeed they 
will not be entitled to much sympathy if the policy of recon- 
•struction should become established, or if prohibitory duties 
should be imposed upon all that could be taken in exchange 
for their exports, or if the burdens of the government, vastly 
increased, should be entirely imposed upon them and they be 
compelled, as in the past, to pay bounties to other interests, or 
if they should be allowed the elective franchise at all it would 
be under bayonet rule and the eye of a government marshal. 
And instead of being able to sell their lands for the cost of the 
buildings erected upon them, they will find that the government 
debts being mortgages upon these lands they are slaves on the 
lands to which they nominally have title. But there are still 
more interesting considerations in connection with this subject 
which shall be noticed in futura 
• September 9, 1880. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE REPUB 

LICAN PARTY. 



• » • 



The Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor was author- 
ized by a Eepublicaa legislature, and the two boards were 
appointed by successive Eepublican Governors. Their reports 
contain matter of the highest importance, and may require 
several communications in their presentation. It may be well 
to give other matter of equal importance priority. 

Eepublicans boast of their great achievements, and well they 
may. They caused the assassination of one President because 
he opposed their reconstruction policy, and the impeachment 
of another for the same reason. To facilitate that policy they 
have seated one President who had not been elected, and have 
nominated another who has been charged by Eepublicans them- 
selves with bribery, perjury and other crimes. Even Horace 
Greeley languished for a time in a French prison, and one of 
their candidates for the Presidency would spend the rest of his 
life there should he get within their jurisdiction. One President 
suspended the extradition treaty to avoid the developments of 
a notorious clergyman ; another was sent to the penitentiarv, 
and others were only saved through executive inflnence. 

Judges have been appointed in the comparison with whom 
Jeffries was a saint. To prevent criminal developments persons 
like Dorance Atwater, under executive appointments, have dis- 
appeared from the world. One foreign minister was saved from 
a constable by his badge of office ; another's appointment was 
withdrawn because it was not considered respectful ; and a third, 
after having done one of the greatest evils to his country, 
renounced his allegiance and entered into the service of a semi- 
barbarous people. 
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No one has done more towards the consummation of Eepub- 
lican policy than Anson Burlingame. He carried Boston rum 
further into Indian territory than any other man ; under his 
patronage the slave trade was carried farther into the interior of 
Africa than ever before. But his treaty with China, if ever 
carried into successful operation, would consummate all at 
which the leaders of the Eepublican party have ever aimed. In 
a comparatively small region of country 800,000,000 of Chinese 
are established. With the aid of steamships already in prepa- 
ration, under the Burlingame treaty, a half million of the 
lower order of those Chinese could be placed in our country in 
ninety days — some to occupy the lands of the Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Society, and others to fill the workshops of the 
Massachusetts manufacturers. To control these Chinese, thou- 
sands of their young countrymen have been or are in training 
to speak the English language fluently, and are receiving colle- 
giate and military educations. Thus constituted those Chinese 
can be made to be the most formidable military organization in 
the world, and can be easily recruited indefinitely. 

Let Garfield be elected, with a congenial Congress, and who 
will ever dare to question the establishment of Eepublican 
reconstruction? There will be no more need of masquerading 
under the cry of protecting labor against the pauper population 
of Europe. Eight-tenths of the voters in our country are 
farmers or other laborers. Let them look at this subject If 
they allow Eepublicans to establish their policy at the next 
election, upon their heads be the consequences. 

September 16, 1880. 
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THE DANGER BEFORE US. 



• ♦ • 



Republican Oppression of Laborers. 



• ♦ ♦ 



With a President capable of taking bribes and participating 
in credit mobiliers and salary grabs, and perjury to conceal such 
participation, there is no danger of having occasion to execute 
a Mrs. Surratt in order to throw a veil over the authors of his 
assassination, for he would be found willing to favor any kind 
of government reconstruction that the knavish leaders of a 
party could devise. 

With such a President and a congenial Congress, having the 
sword and purse of the nation in their hands, and having pos- 
sessed themselves of half the wealth of the people in the shape 
of debts, and all of the most valuable portion of the public 
domain, they can very easily convert a constitutional union, 
which they have been pleased to call "a covenant with hell," into 
a reconstructed union pinned together by millions of Chinese 
bayonets. They can very easily convert our national banner, 
which they have been pleased to call "hate's polluted rag," into 
one with the stars obliterated and the stripes obscured. With 
their workshops filled by millions of Chinese laborers, and their 
stolen public domain occupied by millions of Chinese residents, 
and their military ranks filled by millions of Chinese soldiers, 
led by thousands of Chinese graduates from collegiate and 
military schools, they will have no occasion to boast a fictitious 
prosperity just before a Presidential election, or even to descend 
so low as to manufacture the mud such as a local paper recently 
copied approvingly from the Burlington Hawkeye, They will 
have no occasion to fill a corruption fund by a fictitious call for 
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troops as in 1864. For without restraint they will have their 
hands up to their elbows in the national treasury. 

That the election of such a President and such a Congress 
has all along been the object of the Massachusetts authors of 
the Eepublican party, we have only to continue extracts from 
the official reports of the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of 
Labor. Mr. D. A. Brayton, the treasurer and director of the 
Durfee mills in Fall Eiver, who on the 49th page of the report 
of 1871, got angry and swore at a committee of laborers because 
they asked the means of indulging in an occasional luxury, is 
reported on page 462 as saying, " that he believed the Euro- 
** pean and American laborers were going to step up higher, 
" and he did not see what they were to do for labor unless they 
" employed Chinamen." To this remark the members of the 
Bureau replied, " That it should not be forgotten that this 
" policy would be at the expense of the older tenants of our 
" country, and perhaps at the peril of our institutions." 

Mr. Isaac P. Chase, the treasurer of the Tecumseh mills in 
Fall Eiver, said, on page 464, " That all that was required of 
" laborers was constant work, and if they had a wife and child 
" they would have but little left at the year's end." 

Mr. J. R Perry, agent of the Everett mills in Lawrence, said, 
on page 469, '* That not one family in ten could get away with- 
out help to pay up and pay their passage." 

On page 504 it represents stockholders as possessing arbitrary 
power over their laborers, for to stop work meant starvation. 
On the next page it says " That laborers had to run to their 
meals and eat as fast as they could." 

On page 517 is described the tour of the inspectors through 
the residences of the low paid laborers in Boston, and describes 
them as infamous, befouled and disgraceful lairs. 

On page 520 they speak of the ill paid toilers crowded to- 
gether, the bad infecting the good, and all deadened by de- 
spondency ; the rents collected weekly in advance, and, as 
informed by a police officer, a death from malaiua occurring 
every week during the summer. 

On page 528 the tenements in Iluneman street are described 
as abon^nations of nastiness and negligence. 
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On page 532, " The low paid poor are crowded back step by 
step into pauperism, all motive of ambition dead." 

On page 578 it reads, "the vicious principles of a corrupt 
" industrial and financial system has robbed labor until the 
"present amazing exhibit" On the same page it says, "the 
" rapid manner in which the public lands are taken for corpo- 
" rate purposes, deprives the laboring classes of one of their 
** greatest easements." 

On page 582 it reads that " it is a standing disgrace to Massa- 
chusetts that there are so few laws for the protection of factory 
operatives." 

On page 567 manufacturers claim that legislation has no right 
to interfere between labor and capital. To this the Bureau 
replies that special charters and a protective tariff show legisla- 
tion has interfered in favor of capital. 

On page 614 the Bureau intimates that it is the object of the 
manufacturers to keep their laborers in an helpless condition, 
and "if they find they are getting ahead, they cut their wages 
down just low enough to prevent it." 

On page 110, in the report of 1872, a female states to the 
Board that " I am growing old, and poverty has been the price 
" of my laborious Ufa I am compelled to work from seven in 
" the morning till six in the evening, and then sew three or 
" four hours in the evening, and unless I did so I could not 
" meet my expenses." 

On the next page the Bureau speaks of cases where girls 
applying for employment have been advised by employers to 
lead disreputable lives as others did, and that employers have 
availed themselves of the fruits of their advice, and yet are 
occupying conspicuous positions in churches and Sabbath 
schools. 

I will now quote from the 473d page of the report, ending 
March 1st, 1871 : 

'* A clergyman long resident in a factory town, who has devoted a great 
deal of time and careful observation for twenty years to the study of these 
subjects, has sent to the Bureau his experience, from which we have con- 
densed the following : 

** I have stood where I could see the rustling throng issue from the mill 
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as tlie bell rang and the gates were thrown open, and what I saw were no 
longer manly men, but men of stooping forms and hopeless faces, women 
dispirited, slovenly and aimless, and children, the hope of the country, 
only such forlorn hope as those whose elasticity is early gone, whose 
childish merriment was collapsed, whose eyes were dull and whose cheeks 
were palid — the embryos of an emasculated adulthood ; the whole crowd, 
where once were seen fine specimens of manhood, now a sorry spectacle of 
overtasked, exhausted and despondent humanity, veritable mudsills of 
society. Such is now the sight where I have looked. The improvements 
have been of machinery, but not of humanity. They have benefited the 
capitalist, and not the laborer. 

"The operatives* houses, also, which have fallen under my observation, 
and of which I have read loud praises, do not merit the commendation, 
being ill-contrived, cramped for room, unventilated, uncomfortable, and 
not fit resting places for persons fatigued by long hours spent on exhaust- 
ing machinery. 

" Beyond question, politics in this country is largely controlled by capital. 
A Governor of the State once told the writer that he had hardly ever known 
an election to go contrary to the dictation of a leading manufacturer in that 
State, and the same influence exerted by his successor, controls to this day. 
Is there no danger that corporate capital will, as it grows in strength, en- 
large its political influence, till both National and State policy shall be sub- 
dued to its bidding ?" 

On page 462 of the said report of 1871, Mr. Brayton, of Fall 
Eiver, in reporting to the Bureau upon the subject of the Fall 
River strike, says that "fifteen years ago there were hardly any 
" employed that were not Americans. Now mostly Europeans 
** are employed, and they are going to step up to something 
" higher, and the Cliinamen will come in." And he adds : 
** I do not see what we are to do for labor, unless something of 
" that sort comes along." 

Republicans are sanguine that the votes of these laborers and 
the farmers will continue this state of things this year, and that 
Chinese votes and bayonets will perpetuate it in the futura 

September 18, 1880. 
17 
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WHERE IT IS LEADING. 



•• ♦ 



The Tendency of the Republican Policy, 



Backed by the influence of British wealth and a half million 
of Hindoo troops led by salaried educated Hindoo officers, who 
in sixty days had been planted on the islands in the Mediterra- 
nean, Lord Beaconsfield was enabled to dictate to Europe the 
settlement of the late Turco-Russian controversy. Under the 
Burlingame treaty a half million of Chinese troops, led by 
thousands of their countrymen who had been educated in New 
England schools, could be placed in California in ninety days, 
and under existing railroad facilities could be transferred to all 
parts of the United States in a few weeks where armories are 
already prepared for their accommodation, and where they 
could be used to sustain any reconstructed government that 
avaricious^ ambitions or unprincipled men might conceive- 
Under the same treaty other millions of Chinese could be 
employed either to fill Massachusetts workshops, or to occupy 
the hundreds of millions of acres of land which a Massachu- 
setts incorporated Emigrant Aid Society had succeeded in 
filching from the government This arrangement would pro- 
duce a very important element for the exercise of the elective 
franchise. It will save our native population from military 
duty, and remove all fears of rivalship from the pauper labor 
of Europe. It would be an easement to China to have a few 
millions of her lower orders taken from her 300,000,000 popu- 
lation. Those Chinese might open a noble market for Boston 
rum, if they would consent to substitute that article for the 
opium they have long been characterized for using to excess; 
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and their cheap labor would add to the profits on the $5,000,- 
000,000 of manufactured products which are now enjoying a 
protective duty of fifty per cent. ; and they would teach 
American laborers how to live more cheaply than they have 
done in the past 

To illustrate its effects upon labor I will continue my quota- 
tions from the Massachusetts Bureau of Labor. On page 24 of the 
report of 1872 it is stated that ** the cash value of farms in Massa- 
*' chusetts between the years 1860 and 1870 bad decreased many 
^* millions of dollars, and that the annual reduction of the 
^* products accruing from grazing, in which Massachusetts is a 
** favored State, was from twenty to eighty per cent" On page 
27 a correspondent from Bristol county stated that " not ten 
farmers in his town got a living off their farms." A corres- 
pondent from Middlesex county stated that " not a man in town 
gets a living for his family by exclusively cultivating the land." 
Another from the same county stated that " the cultivating the 
soil has not been profitable." Another stated that " farmers 
lived on their farms, but got their money from other sources." 
On the 28th page a writer from Worcester county stated that 
" almost all the old fanners have moved into the villages, 
" driven there by high taxes." Another stated that *^ few will 
** there pursue a course of farming long. The boasting in 
** books and newspapers about the profits of farming is gam- 
" mon." On the 29th page the Bureau says : '* The great 
" advance of taxation is one of the elements of discouragement 
^* to farmers." On the 40th page the Bureau says: *'The 
farmers are the heaviest taxed of any class of the community." 
On the 111th page a seamstress said she had to " work fifteen 
out of twenty-four hours in order to pay her expenses." On 
the next page cases are referred to where employers, who were 
patrons of churches, advised girls who applied for employment 
to lead disreputable lives, as others did. 

The Bureau called upon Mr. Sampson, of North Adams, to 
obtain information upon the question of Chinese labor, and he 
refused to give any information whatever. On page 620 a 
correspondent from Bristol county said : " I have been in th© 
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" State nineteen years, and had no idea the law. would allow 
" men to be swindled as they are here." On page 437 it reads 
that "the tenements in Stoneham are so crowded that it requires 
" special police to prevent murders. They are hovels, rotting 
" with damp and mould in the midst of puddles reeking with 
" stenchy garbage and putrid cess pools. Their rents have to 
" be paid weekly in advance, and from them their landlords 
" reap their richest harvest." And the Bureau says on the 438th 
page that '* all of our large towns are filled with such places," in 
which they enumerate Boston, Lowell, Salem, Fall Eiver, Law- 
rence, Worcester, Springfield, and every city where a dispro- 
portionate division of the proceeds of labor has made a few very 
rich and the many very poor. On account of the exposure made 
by the Bureau, some of the public press sent its reporters to test 
the disclosures, and found the truth worse than the painting. 

As an excuse for protecting those laborers against the pauper 
laborers of Furope, their employers have enjoyed an incidental 
or direct protection of fifty per cent, on their four or five hun- 
dred millions of dollars worth of annual productions ; and as a 
further protection the Burlingame treaty was made through 
which to give employment to some millions of pauper laborers 
from Asia. So important has that treaty been considered that 
any act of Congress unfavorable to it has immediately encoun- 
tered a Presidential veto, and so important has that treaty been 
considered by the Chinese population that Dr. Eeed, a mission- 
ary to China, stated to a Ilillsdale congregation that had it not 
been for the President's veto every merchant and missionary in 
China would have been assassinated. If his representations are 
to be relied upon it is a very interesting consideration that those 
Chinese are soon to be our neighbors and associate with us at the 
ballot box and to fill our military ranks and possibly the main 
stay of usurpers. And we shall wait with some solicitude to see 
whether the mission sent to China to modify the Burlingame 
treaty, of which James A. Garfield spoke in his letter accepting 
his nomination, has merit and meets with success. 

September 21, 1880. 
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RUM AND MOLASSES. 



•' ♦ 



And some other things that will Interest 

the Reader. 



• ♦ 



I certainly feel flattered at the attentions that two gentlemen 
80 distinguished at the Bar as the editor of the Philmont Senti- 
nel^ and the correspondent whose productions appear in the 
Columbia Repvblican of the 9th September inst., have extended 
to one to whom they have been pleased to call public attention * 
as "an old, decrepid rum and molasses individual;" and I 
regret exceedingly that I have used the word rum so often as to 
shock the sensibilities of two such friends of temperance as are 
those writers, both by precept and example. For two centuries 
the Massachusetts merchants used the word " rum " in th'eir 
annual instructions to the captains of their slave ships, of which 
I have given a few examples. The Rev. Jeremy Belknap, in 
his history of slavery in Massachusetts, said " Boston rum was 
its main spring." The Hon. Fisher Ames, in 1793, called the 
attention of Congress to the fact that *'if duties were imposed . 
" upon the molasses which was distilled into rum in Boston it 
" would carry devastation throughout New England ;" and he 
succeeded in getting a law passed by which the rum exported 
to Africa drew from the treasury the amount of duty paid upon 
the molasses from which it had been distilled. The Hon. 
Charles Sumner used the word "rum" in 1868 when advocating 
a law exempting that rum from the internal tax of 70 cents per 
gallon, which had been contracted to be sold in Africa. The 
Hon. Mr. Hooper, from Boston, in getting the word "or" sub- 
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stituted for "and" in the act, used the word rum, and by such 
substitution got all the rum distilled in Boston exempted from 
that internal tax. The Hon. Mr. Parnsworth, of Illinois, used 
the word rum when he inquired if the same vessel carrying it 
carried also missionaries ; and the Hon. Benjamin P. Butle.r 
called it rum when, in reply to Mr. Farnsworth, he said : "We 
could not send missionaries to Africa unless we sent rum thera" 
These gentlemen must therefore pardon me if in referring to 
these scraps of history I also used the word "rum." 

It is true that in a hundred reports upon commerce and navi- 
gation that rum exported to Africa is called " spirits distilled 
from molasses." It is also so called in the census of 1840, 
when 61,675 hogsheads of molasses had been distilled into 
6,500.500 gallons of rum Had I been aware of the nice sensi- 
bilities of those gentlemen I might have used those words as a 
substitute for that rum. 

In my three communications which, taken together, expressed 
these facts: That the county debt, including the individual 
debts of towns, was $746,578, and the amount paid in 1864 
for military and other expenses was over $440,000 ; and that 
the military expenses of the county during the civil war was 
$1,687,126, and that $800 was paid for each volunteer to fill the 
quota since the call for 500,000 troops in 1864, and I gave ray 
authority. In my poor, old, weak comprehension I understand 
the editor of the Philmont paper to both affirm and deny these 
facts, accompanied by a species of pettifogging that a respect- 
able editor would not allow me to reply to. I had stated that 
without the authority of Congress the President had not the 
prerogative to commence war, or declare a blockade, or suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus^ or refuse to obey the mandates of the 
courts. Abraham Lincoln admitted this constitutional law in 
his message to Congress in 1861, and urging the necessity of the 
case he asked Congress to enter a nolle prosequi for his violation 
of that law, and Congress complied with his request, after some 
hesitancy on the part of the Senate. George Washington 
admitted that constitutional law in the whisky war in Penn- 
sylvania, and he took no action during the three years of the 
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continuance of that controversy, except such as was authorized 
by Congress. Andrew Jackson admitted that constitutional 
law by calling upon Congress to authorize him to have the 
power to enforce the principles of his proclamation, and Con- 
gress, in reply, removed the grievances by the compromise of 
1832, and I regret that the correspondent of the Bepuhlican has 
not concurred, so that his name might be referred to as authority 
by future writers upon constitutional law. 

I had stated that President Lincoln had potentially desired 
and was attempting to close the civil war by restoring the 
Union under the original provisions of the constitution, and 
that those who desired to reconstruct the government in a way 
to deprive the States of their reserved sovereignty had procured 
his assassination. I understand the correspondent of the Bepuh- 
lican to concur with me in this opinion, and, therefore, his 
further communication upon that subject was an unnecessary 
waste of words. I will therefore proceed to continue my 
quotations from the Massachusetts Bureau : 

On page 439 of the report of 1872 it reads that " Boston is 
" not alone in its wrongs to its laborers, but were those places 
" that are without sin to be invoked to cast the first stone, there 
" would be small throwing of missiles." The Bureau says that 
" when we examined the position in the fall of 1871, 
" where the hardy laborers have their comfortless homes — 
" frozen in winter and baked in summer — men, women and 
" children, pigs and hens, about the premises in a sort of com- 
" mon life and intercommunication, we blushed for our State 
" and hoped that no prying stranger would interview and 
" report" 

When the representative of the Massachusetts Ashtabula 
district shall have his foot upon our necks we can have this 
state of things changed for a few millions of Chinese. 

September 30, 1880. 
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CHARGES AGAINST GARFIELD 



^ » » 



And the Republican Party Generally. 



• » 



I am charged with falsehood by certain of our county news- 
papers. I will therefore review my late communications, and 
if there is anything in them for which I can not produce 
satisfactory proof, I will make an apology. A large portion of 
these communications have been quotations* from a Massa- 
chusetts official bureau, in which book and page have been 
given. What I have stated in respect to Boston rum and the 
slave trade I have copied from authentic history and official 
reports to which I have referred. I have charged Eepublicans 
with having assassinated one President and impeached another 
for opposing their reconstruction policy, and I have referred to 
the proofs. I have charged them with having caused a 
President to be inaugurated who was never elected, and that 
fact will not long be disputed. I have charged Eepublicans 
with having nominated a candidate for the presidency who had 
been charged by Eepublicans themselves with certain crimes, 
and it may be well to review these charges. I think I need not 
dwell upon the De Golyer bribe, as that and the Credit Mobilier 
have received the strongest denunciations from the most promi- 
nent Eepublicans themselves, and he has received their denun- 
ciations for his connection with them. And that act not only 
taxed the people with many millions of dollars, but has been 
a most prominent agent in the filching of millions of acres of 
the public domain. 

I think I need not dwell upon the salary grab. Aside of the 
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universal denunciation of it, its disgraceful character is proved 
by the fact that all the most respectable members of Congress 
refused to receive it And this Republican candidate himself, 
after witnessing public indignation, restored his share to the 
treasury. He may be held wholly responsible for the inaugu- 
ration of a President not elected, for that act was done by his 
casting vote, and in an unlawful commission, so admitted by 
himself on the floor of Congress. 

I have stated that Dorance Alwater, a Connecticut soldier, was 
a prisoner at Anderson ville, and kept a diary of occurrences 
there, and that the oflBicers of the government got possession of 
that diary and threw him into prison for his efforts to repossess 
himself of it; and that under pretense of making him a consul 
he was sent to the Sezchell Islands in the Pacific ocean, and 
had never been heard from since, and the diary had been 
suppressed ; and that the editor of the Berkshire Courier said it 
was done to conceal the scoundrelism of the government, and 
that editor is my authority. 

I have stated that I individually and in a representative 
capacity had suffered much by being compelled to take paper at 
285 per cent, discount on investments long years before made 
in gold or its equivalent, and that judges who had decided that 
to be legal under a government, the declared object of which 
was to establish justice, were more wicked than Jeffries. 

I have stated that the extradition treaty with England was 
annulled to prevent a distinguished clergyman making develop- 
ments damaging to the Republican administration ; and that a 
foreign minister used his badge of office to avoid arrest by a 
constable; and that a cabinet officer was sent to the peniten- 
tiary, and another barely escaped through Presidential aid, and 
another resigned to avoid impeachment ; and that a foreign 
minister's appointment was withdrawn because it was not 
considered respectful, and another foreign minister had re- 
nounced his allegiance to his government and entered into the 
service of the same barbarous government to which he had 
been accredited, and that too after having made so damaging 
a treaty for his own government that an official is now there ta 
procure its modification. 18 
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I had stated that $800 per man had been paid in our county 
to fill an unnecessary call for half a million of men, and that 
the money was not carried to the treasury nor the men raised. 

I had stated that the war taxes upon Columbia county were 
over $1,600,000, and that the county debt, including that of 
the individual towns, was over $746,000. 

I have given the proof for all this, and if further proof can 
be required to any of the facts I have stated it shall be given 
by request Now, if the editor *of the Philmont Sentinel will 
try to be quiet till I have got through with my quotations from 
the Massachusetts Bureau, I will give him a little of my 
attention. There is a fact which deeply concerns the public 
interest and in which he has suflfered a little, in my estimation, 
that he may be able to satisfactorily explain. 

October 7, 1880. 
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• ♦ 



On the 15th of September eight hundred Republicans held a 
convention in Worcester, Mass., in which President Chadboume 
made a temperate and conservative speech, which was a telling 
indictment of the wickedness and /oily of the Democratic party, 
during the first eighty years of our national existence, and 
Attorney-General Devens and General Hawley made splendid 
speeches describing the reformatory principles of Republicans 
which, during the past twenty years, had filled our land with 
saints, and all oflScial positions with philanthropists. The 
Berkshire Courier of September 21st quotes the language of Dr, 
Holland, in which he says, " There is no place on earth that 

* contains so much human comfort to the square mile as New 

* England, and the farmers appreciate the benefits of their 

* material comforts and high prosperity." But the editor says 

* the shoe pinches the farmer because he does not possess the 

* luxuries of life largely, such as fine dresses and fine furniture. 

* As soon as the farmer begins to be more susceptible to poetic 

* influences a new world of beauty will open before him. Ilis 
' wife and children should meet him in the twilight on his path 

* from his labors, and sing to him. Many summer visitors from 

* the cities should for several months in each year render more 

* lively his social condition." 

Having given to farmers and politicians this important infor- 
mation, we will now turn our attention to the Massachusetts 
Bureau. On the 24th page of the report for 1873 it says: 
** When I read the record of the wrongs and the oppressive 
** laws and customs under which the laborers and poor of old 
*' Massachusetts are groaning in this enlightened age, I am made 
** to blush for my native State, and pray that the time may 
" speedily come when justice may be meted out to all, and 
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" when it shall no longer be true that man's inhumanity to man 
" makes countless thousands moura" 

On the 32d page it reads that " labor is never so prosperous 
" and happy as it is under a system of taxation for revenue 
*' alona Taxation for the protection of labor necessarily 
" defeats the object" 

On page 34th it reads that "bad laws have made our progress 
" in the useful arts inure to the benefit of the few and not the 
" many." On the same page it reads that " we know whereof 
" we aflSrm, that names and description of discharged employees 
" have been circulated to prevent their obtaining employment 
" elsewhere, and such discharge was for the free and lawful 
" expression of opinion." And I know of my own knowledge 
that such discharges were likely to occur for a free exercise of 
the elective franchise. 

The Bureau state that they have consulted 495 of the most 
intelligent farmers of the State, 139 of whom were assessors, 
and their returns were from 195 towns, and they say on the 
41st page that " the farmers are the heaviest taxed of any class 
" of the community, which is one of the causes of the decline 
" of agriculture." 

On page 46th the Bureau report that " in visits to tenement 
" houses it appears public health and safety are still trifled with 
" in our large cities and towns, as in 1872. The spread of 
** contagious diseases has still marked the year." 

On page 50 it reads that " the Bureau was informed by 
" census officers that manufacturers sometimes refused to 
" answer at all, and that answers they got were so evidently 
" incorrect that the deputy marshals made repeated calls for 
" corrections. And establishments that were known to have 
" made excessive profits made their figures show decided losses 
" for the year. Large salaries to officers and owners and the 
" profits to such owners were put down as wages and expenses 
** of the establishment." On page 225 the Bureau says " the 
" better informed American workmen cannot save a surplus, as 
" their sense of responsibility to wife, child and home make 
" reasonable demands which their sense of duty justifies them in 
** meeting. A large percentage of the laborers are in debt." 
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It appears on page 250 that the Bureau sought to get Hon. 
Charles Sumner to extend his philanthropy to white men. On 
page 284 the Bureau reports that about 2,000 trustee writs are 
annually sent, out for the attachment of the wages of employees. 

On page 285 it reads that **many of the factory girls combine 
" and hire lodging rooms, eating only their meals at the corpora- 
** tion boarding house. Extra prices are paid for these rooms 
** on condition that no questions should be asked as to the uses 
" to which they are to be put, and men in respectable society 
" are implicated as their pp,trons." A resident clergyman 
asserted "that this habit is undermining the vigor and purity of 
** society — it strikes a blow at the very foundations — it destroys 
" all the noble characteristics of nien and women." 

It reads on page 292 : " A correspondent from Needham says 
employees do not save money, but are in debt." 

On page 301 it reads that "in Salem deposits in savings 
" banks are made at the expense of decent living, and the tene- 
" ments are thickly populated and very dirty." 

On page 303 it reads : "The chief occupation in Eockport is 
" the granite quarries. Many of the workmen are from Maine 
" alone, two-thirds married men. Average length of life as 
" great as that of farmers. Payments for labor are in cash. 
" The workmen are orderly, and submit with a general compli- 
" ance to the laws of morals and good deportment. The town 
" is Democratic in its social divisions, and there are no extremes 
" of wealth or poverty. Educational advantages fair, and 
" attendance at school and public worship very good. 

It reads on page 305 that "one thing is certain in Lynn: 
" the working people are full of discontent, and look forward to 
" the future with gloomy apprehensions." They know that 
they must vote as dictated or be discharged and advertised, and 
they look forward to the time when an Ashtabula tyrant will 
have his heel upon their necks, with Chinese bayonets pointing 
at their breasts. But I think the down trodden laborers of 
Massachusetts may take courage, for the intelligence of the 
country is rousing to break the links in the chains that have 
bound them. 

October 14, 1880. 
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FAVORED CLASSES. 



A very feeble old man might be tempted to either kick or 
caress a whiflFet barking at his heels, unless the whiffet exhibited 
symptoms of hydrophobia, in which case he would take refuge 
in the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics, where, on the 442d 
page, a Dan vers correspondent says : " The tenements of the 
** manufacturing laborers are horrid. They are more like pig 
" pens than houses. The sick in their beds are likely to be 
" swamped when it rains, and their water closets are open to 
" the view of people on the road, and yet the rent is screwed 
" out of them. The writer called upon one of the employers 
" and remonstrated to him and said : * You profess Christian 
" principles and go to church, and yet grind the money out 
" of these people, when liable to be driven from their beds by 
" the rain.' " 

On the 44:7th page the Buroau report that '* strong language 
" of entreaty have been vainly employed for four years to 
" induce efficient legislation upon these subjects." 

On the 464th page the Bureau speaks of the before unheard 
of prevalence of wickedness and crime, and the prevalence of 
knavery among most men in office. 

On the 544th page it reads that " a correspondent on one of 
** the best farms in Essex county said he had followed farming 
" for thirty-six years, and from accurate calculations the profits 
" of the best farms in the county did not exceed two and one- 
*" half per cent, and he believed it was so throughout the State, 
** and that the farming population throughout New England 
** was fast diminishing." He said that a citizen had once com- 
plained to him that farmer boys wanted to dress finely and 
have all the advantages that cities and villages afforded. To 
which the writer replied, " Why should they not ?" 
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On page 69 of the report of 1873 it appears that there are in 
Massachusetts 490,069 laborers. Of these 287,119 are employed 
by manufacturers, and of those so employed 70,861 are women. 
By the census of 1870 the capital employed in the Massachu- 
setts manufactories was in round numbers $231,000,000. The 
raw material cost $260,000,000; the products amounted to 
$553,000,000. If each of those laborers, including both men 
and women, were paid the annual sum of five hundred dollars, 
it would amount to $143,559,500. 

Products $553,000,000 

Raw material $260,000,000 

Labor 143,000,000 

403,000,000 

Profit $150,000,000 

This shows a profit of over 60 per cent on the capital of 
$231,000,000. 

The census in the whole United States shows the same 
results. $10,000,000,000 of capital with 6,000,000 of laborers 
produced $2,400,000,000 of income in agriculture, while $2,000,- 
000,000 of capital with 2,000,000 of laborers produced $4,400,- 
000,000 of income in manufactures. The census shows the same 
results in this county, as I have already shown in former commu- 
nications. The profits of agriculture being two per cent or less, 
while that of manufactures are fifty per cent or over. And 
yet the burden of both direct and indirect taxation is thrown 
upon agriculture in Massachusetts, in the United States, and in 
this county. Twenty-two twenty-sevenths of the taxes of the 
county are thrown upon real estate, as shown by the report of 
the State Assessors just published. And yet the manufac- 
turers enjoy a protective duty of fifty per cent to enable them 
to protect Americans against the pauper labor of Europe. The 
Bureau in Massachusetts shows how it operates on its laborers 
there, and when their Chinese policy shall be carried out, and 
their Ashtabula President shall have his heel upon the necks 
of the people we shall see an increased development of their 
policy to all the people. Tljp y express great sympathy for the 
negro, who were slaves by their procurement and as the fruits 
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of one of their most cherished interests. In the prosecution of 
that cherished interest, I give the following as a sample: 

Boston, January 14, 1749. 

Capt. Wm. Ellery : — The ship Ccesnr is fully loaded and equipped for 
sea. My orders are to you that you embrace the most favorable opportunity 
of wind and weather, and proceed to the coast of Africa, touching first, if 
you think proper, at Senegal, where, if you find encouragement, you may 
part with such of your cargo as you can sell to your liking ; and proceed 
down the coast to such ports and places as you judge best to dispose of 
your cargo to advantage, so as to purchase a cargo of two hundred slaves, 
with which you are to proceed to South Carolina, unless a place should 
happen, or a good opportunity of coming off with a man-of-war, or some 
vessel of force, to the West Indies. In that case I should recommend the 
Island of St. Christopher, being handy to St. Eussatius, for the sale of 
your slaves. 

Buy no girls, and few women, but buy prime boys and young men. As 
you have often had the care of slaves, so I think it needless to say much 
upon that head, in regard to keeping them well secured and a constant 
watch over them. Your cargo is good and well assorted ; your rum I make 
no doubt will hold out more than it was taken for, having proved some to 
hold out more than the guage. » As you have guns and men, I doubt not 
you will make good use of them if required. Bring some of the slaves 
this way, if not too late. I am, with wishing you health, success and 
happiness, your assured friend. Timothy Fitch. 

October 21, 1880. 
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Its Policy and Its Hypocrisy. 



♦ » 



In reading Eepublican newspapers I am surprised that any 
honest, intelligent man can be a Eepublican. In their papers 
recently published they express great surprise that men differ- 
ing in a single not very material idea should be able to fuse and 
act together politically as in Maine, when they must be aware 
that the Eepublican party consists of Federalists, anti-war Demo- 
crats of 1812, American System men. Garrison and Phillips 
haters of the Union and the national flag, anti-Masons, haters of 
Catholics and foreigners under the name of Know Nothing — all 
conglomerated into a party to reconstruct the government under 
the general name of '* Eepublican.'' Under the beautiful name 
of ** Syndicate" many millions was taken from the treasury for 
nominally transmitting near two thousand millions of govern- 
ment liabilities into foreign hands, requiring near a hundred 
millions annually to pay the interest, a continuance of which 
would ever have entailed a paper currency upon the business 
interests of the country. The silver bill in Congress was 
bitterly opposed by every Eepublican newspaper and official, as 
a disgraceful breach of national faith, till a few weeks before its 
passage John Sherman professed to become converted to the 
policy, and became its advocate. The bill passed. It tore off 
the mask and showed that the government liabilities for which 
the Syndicate had been paid for transmitting to foreign hands 
was actually owned in this country, and it involved no breach 
of national faith to pay the interest in the common coin of the 
19 
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country. It of course restored specie payments, as it could Just 
as easily have done ten years before, and because John Sher- 
man, yielding to the inevitable, became the advocate for the 
passage of the Democratic law, a few weeks before its passage, 
Eepublicans are boasting the merits of that act and 8ill its pros- 
perous consequences. Just before the Presidential election the 
Eepublicans boasted of agricultural prosperity, but when they 
succeeded at that election that prosperity ebbed like the tide. 
To show what of prosperity the industrial interests have to 
expect from Eepublican policy, I will continue my extracts 
from the Massachusetts Bureau : 

On page 306 of the report of 1873 it reads " that with all this 
" material prosperity, the wealth goes into fewer hands and is 
" against labor, and the evil is dangerously increasing from 
" year to year, and that Lynn has a population of overworked, 
" under paid hirelings, hopelessly dependent upon employers 
** who act upon the plan that * they may take who have the 
" power, and they may keep who can.' " 

On the 318th and 319th pages it reads: "There is a subtle, 
" grasping power looming up in our midst whose presence in 
" the early days of our Republic was comparatively unknown 
" and unthought of, and, judging from my own standpoint, I 
" cannot avoid the conclusion that justice to the workingmen 
" lies in the far distant future." 

Again he says : '^ I grant we need intelligence, but can we 
gain it under our long hours of manual labor?" Again, "in 
" Fitchburg there have been twenty-four cases of violation of 
" laws by employers, some of which were indictable, and the 
" cases were brought to the notice of the authorities, but nothing 
" has been done." Is it not possible that there may be 
officers there who eat, drink, sleep and visit houses of ill-fame 
with grand jurors ?" 

On the 320th page it reads " that eighty per cent of the 
" reports to the Bureau are too favorable, and in consequence 
" the report of the Bureau is too favorable." Another writer 
makes the same suggestion on the next page, and says: "I 
". wish the subject of tenement houses could be made, where, 
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** from the tyranny of the owners, comfort, convenience, clean- 
** liness and rent are becoming worse and worse." 

On the 323d and several succeeding pages the Bureau gives 
the statement of Mr. Eobert Harper, of Birmingham, England, 
in respect to labor there. He gave as a sample the Crossleys. 
Their capital in manufacturing is $9,000,000, employing 6,000 
laborers. They give ten per cent, of their net income to 
charitable purposes, through which in thirty years they have 
built a public park with $200,000 worth of statuary in it 
They have built a large college for the education of children. 
They have built in the region an alms house for aged people, 
and many other like acts. They have divided their capital into 
stocks of fifty dollars each, and the laborers usually secure to 
themselves at least one of these shares a year, so that in addition 
to their wages they get their share of profit To water stocks 
in England (as practiced in this country) is punished as a great 
crime. 

Now the fifty per cent duty imposed upon every article 
imported into this country in exchange for agricultural exports 
is claimed to protect Massachusetts laborers against this pauper 
labor of Europe, notwithstanding Fisher Ames claimed that 
twenty per cent duty on imported molasses taken in exchange 
for fish exported would carry devastation throughout New 
England. 

I will here give another history of industry in England: 
Under her institutions Mr. Titus Salt, some forty-five years ago, 
as a woolen manufacturer, settled upon the banks of the river 
Ayr. He commenced in a hired mill, with two employes. He 
soon purchased the mill and enlarged it, and in twenty-four 
years his mills covered nine acres of ground, giving employ- 
ment to four thousand operatives, who have pleasant, healthy, 
cheerful homes, and churches for worship, and schools for 
instruction, and bath houses, and clubs, and lyceums, and a 
public park, and convenient markets and shops where to pro- 
cure substantial and nourishing provisions at a reasonable rate, 
and almshouses for the sick. Their houses, seven hundred and 
sixty-three in number, are built of light colored stone, pleasant 
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to the eye, and handsomely ornamented, the greater part of 
them being neat cottages with little plots of grass in front, and 
gardens behind surrounded by neat iron railings, and supplied 
with all the conveniences of modern domestic life. They have 
two churches, one a Wesleyan Methodist, costing about $27,- 
000; and a Congregational, which, with organ, chime of bells, 
etc., cost about $80,000. They have also a gymnasium and 
literary institute, a public library, croquet grounds, bowling 
green, alcoves, etc. A writer in Harper's Magazine for May, 
1872, from which the foregoing description is taken, says : " A 
" more cheery, healthy, lusty multitude of men, women and 
" children can be seen nowhere." 

I repeat that I can not comprehend how an honest, intelligent 
man can be a Republican. That party has 2,000,000 of manu- 
facturing laborers who must vote under dictation or be dis- 
missed and advertised, which means starvation ; ' they have 
millions of negroes under carpet bag and scallawag control; 
including Ashtabula district they have the settlers on near 
three hundred millions of acres of the public domain, which 
they have filched ; they have a corruption fund of countless 
millions with which to operate upon the ballot box ; they have 
a subsidized press and pulpit, and a hundred thousand office- 
holders proverbial as being knaves. Against all this the honest 
intelligence of the country has to contend. Six millions ot the 
intelligent men of our country are farmers, and they have not 
yet got the yoke on their necks. There are other millions of 
honest men who are just waking up to this subject and prepared 
to discharge their duties as patriots should. And through them 
I feel assured that when my aged eyes shall look for the last 
time on the sun in Heaven I shall see it shining on a land 
rescued from the grasp of these Republican reconstructionists, 
and smiling upon a land restored to our original constitutional 
union, in which the general government shall be confined to its 
commercial and diplomatic prerogatives and the States allowed 
to exercise sovereign power over their civil and industrial 
interests. 

I call particular attention to the contrast between the action 
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of Massacliusetts employers an.d their laborers and those of 
England. The one enjoying protective duties and bounties 
and drawbacks, and the others no favors except what the natural 
laws of trade confers. And I again repeat how can an honest, 
intelligent man be a Eepublican when it is notorious that this 
so-called " protective " policy is the whole object of Eepubli- 
can ism? 
November 18, 1880. 
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REPUBLICAN HISTORY. 
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More Interesting Facts From High 

Authority. 



• » •■ 



In the New York Journal of Commerce of the 26th of 
Jannary, 1870, the following proceedings in Congress are pub- 
lished : *' John A. Bingham, of Ohio, having taken offence at 
remarks by Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, said : 

" The gentleman is very wise — wise beyond his years. 

A wit 's a feather, and a fool 's a rod, 

An honest man 's the noblest work of God." 

Mr. Butler in reply said: 

" Whether the gentleman from Ohio had passed the Virginia 
bill through the House by a snap judgment and with the aid of 
the [Democrats the country could judge. Whether the gentle- 
man was to have an ovation when he went to Virginia, he did 
not know. The lion and — no not the lamb, but another animal, 
would lie down together. He would like to be present in spirit 
and see the Virginians toasting the man who had been an- 
nounced as the murderer of Mrs. Suratt" 

Mr. Bingham had been the Judge Advocate on her trial. 

Mr. Greeley said in the Tribune of September 5th, 1867, that 
" if the taxes had been left as they stood in 1865 we should 
" pay the last dollar of the National debt by 1876." 

It is a fact that it would have paid the debt much sooner, as 
I have shown in my communications, but it was Eepublican 
policy that the debt was a national blessing and therefore the 
law taxing property was repealed, leaving the debt to remain a 
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burden upon industry, and in consequence it still remains, after 
over a thousand millions of dollars in interest bad been paid 
upon it 

Republicans were unanimous and bitter in their opposition to 
the silver bill, while I zealously supported it, and on the 182d 
page of my Political History it reads : " Let Mr. Hayes sign the 
" silver bill upon its passage by Congress, and by so doing do 
" something to atone for occupying a chair to which he is not 
" entitled." The bill was passed by a Democratic Congress. 
John Sherman from an opponent became its advocate a few 
days before its passage. That bill, as I predicted, restored 
specie payments, and Republicans are claiming the merit of it 
as loudly as they opposed the bill. 

On the 69th page of the report of the Massachusetts Bureau 
of 1873 it appears that there were 216,258 adult male manufac- 
turing laborers in Massachusetts, who for an offensive word, 
vote, or act were dismissed and advertised, and, as stated, 
dismissal meant starvation. 

On the 400th page it is published that " I have known 
" children of steady fathers, who were out of work, kept out of 
" school for lack of clothes and books, and to visit for days 
" because there was nothing in the house to eat" 

On the 408th page it reads that *' pauperism and crime are 
" connected with each other, and when the alternative was pre- 
" sented parents and children would steal rather than starve." 

On page 183 of the report of 1877 it reads : " In a State 
" where labor had all its rights there would be but little 
" pauperism or crime." 

On page 211 it reads that " the number of full support pau- 
pers in Massachusetts has been steadily increasing since 1861." 

On page 212 it reads : "The number of convicts then under- 
'* going imprisonment in Massachusetts was one in every 380 of 
" the population, while in England and Wales it was only one 
" in 790, being over two in Massachusetts to one in England 
•* and Walea The number of commitments in Massachusetts 
" was one in 98 of the population, whereas in England and 
" Wales it was only one in 271 of the population, or over three 
" to one." 
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On page 216 the Bureau says : " In turning to tlie catalogue 
^ of crime the first item that meets the eye is 30,041 arrests in 
" Boston in one short year. This is a sad showing. Truly, the 
" world in general is degenerating and growing bad, very bad, 
" and in Boston in particular. It is a very wicked city and 
" some very good people think that for vice and crime Boston 
" is without parallel" Its population is about 250,000, there? 
fore over half its adult male population was arrested for crime 
in a single year. This preponderance of crime in Massachusetts 
is accounted for in the history of its labor, as given in the 
Bureau, and contrasted with that of England, in which Titus 
Sott and Francis Crosby are given as samples. Boston is pro- 
verbially claimed to be the Hub of the United States, and is 
aspiring, through reconstruction, to obtain supreme power. It 
is the father of the Eepublican party, and if that party prevails 
its object will be attained and perpetuated by Chinese bayonets. 

November 25, 1880. 
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THE PARTY OF FACTIONS. 
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Their Old and New Allies. 



The Massachusetts Bureau has given the characteristics of 
the people of Boston. They have even aspired to be the 
" Hub " around which the States must revolve. The fisheries, 
with its products exchanged for molasses ta be distilled into 
spirits to be used in the African slave trade, was their most 
cherished interest. To obtain favor in the Canadian fishing 
banks they opposed the purchase of Louisiana, calling it 
"paying tribute to France." With the same motive they made 
common cause with the enemy in the war of 1812. Having in 
consequence of that war lost prestige under the name of 
Federalists, in 1828 they adopted the name of " American 
System Men," the object of which was to interfere with the 
internal interests of their revolving State, and through the 
expense of which to obtain an excuse for imposing duties upon 
imports for the benefit of manufactures, which was another of 
their cherished interests just springing into existence In order 
to procure allies, for a time they adopted the name of " Anti- 
Masons," and then again that of ** Know-Nothings," and with 
all these factions fused they adopted the common name of 
** Eepublicans." By dividing the Democracy they obtained 
possession of the sword and purse, and plunged the States into 
a civil war, in which Democratic troops are entitled to the credit 
of having saved the Union. In that war the government had 
to put 2,678,967 troops in the field, it being 821,375 more men 
than the entire Eepublican vote in 1860 ; and the Union was 
20 
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only saved through the generalship of Winfield Scott Hancock 
at Gettysburg. 

With the sword and purse Republicans got the President and 
two-thirds of Congress, which bestowed upon the Boston Hub 
interests eighty miles wide of the public domain on all the 
railroads from the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, after having 
paid most of the expenses in the erection of these roads. Then 
for the purpose of colonizing those lands, and filling Massa- 
chusetts workshops with cheap laborers, and creating an unscru- 
pulous army, and States like the Ashtabula district, of the most 
subservient voters, the Burlingame treaty was made with China, 
and schools were opened in New England for the education of 
thousands of these Chinese in literary and military capacities ; 
and clergymen have been employed to puff the arrangement as 
calculated to Christenize the whole 300,000,000 Chinese. To 
ascertain the probabilities of this flattering prospect I have 
instituted an examination and have obtained the following 
reply : 

"In school they behave much like our own boys. They 
" possess great powers of imitation, hence they very quickly 
" learn and adopt our manners and customs. Though the 
" Chinese Commission is in Hartford, the boys are well pleased 
" to board in American families, the better to learn our 
" language and customs. But they are obliged to appear at the 
" Chinese Commission rooms and be examined in their own 
" language and religion. Our religion is not objected to if it 
" does not interfere with their faith in Confucius, who is their 
" leader and model, as Christ is ours. But just let one of them 
" profess Christianity, and woe be unto him. Several of such 
** have been forced to return to China to have the nonsense got 
" out of them." 

So tenacious are the Chinese of their religion that they have 
commission houses here in which government oflBcers keep a 
daily watch of their thousands of students, and if we do not 
comply with our Burlingame treaty stipulations, our merchants 
and missionaries are to be assassinated. To avoid such conse- 
quences was the excuse for President Hayes' first veto ; and 
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James A. Garfield, in his letter accepting his nomination, says 
** a commission has been sent to China to beg to be released 
** from some of the provisions of the Burlingame treaty." 
December 2, 1880, 
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A FEW REPUBLICAN TOPICS. 



•• ♦ 



The Chinese Treaty — The Silver Legal- 
Tender Act — The " Solid South," etc. 



• ■» •9- 



Anson Burlingame was a pet Eepublican congressman and 
foreign minister. The treaty with China was ratified by a 
Eepablican administration and a Senate over two-thirds Eepub- 
lican. Any act of Congress interfering with the most obnoxious 
provisions of that treaty has been sure to encounter President 
Hayes' veto ; yet to charge James A. Garfield with giving 
expressions in favor of that treaty has been considered an 
outrageous libel to be prosecuted in the courts. 

The act making silver coin a legal tender, though alloyed 
below the standard of the commercial world, was enacted in 
1835, and without doing harm has conferred many important 
benefits upon the people. Its late re-enactment stopped the 
stealing of the syndicate and restored specie payments, has re- 
established the policy of carrying on our commercial operations 
with bills of exchange and with gold ; and yet Eepublicans are 
threatening to hold an extra session of Congress to repeal the 
silver bill. 

The Southern States were solid in favor of George Wash- 
ington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, one 
term of Andrew Jackson, and of Franklin Fierce and James 
Buchanan, and of the policy of the compromise of 1850, of 
which Henry Clay and Daniel Webster were patrons. They 
are solid in favor of States being sovereign over their civil and 
industrial interests, and are solidly opposed to a protective 
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tariff! And yet, because they were solidly in favor of Winfield 
Scott Hancock, it is imputed to them as almost a crime 
requiring them to be put under bayonet rule. 

To speak of Credit Mobilier, or salary grab, or official bribery, 
or perjury, or dismissal from office under a charge of pecula- 
tion, is said to be "throwing mud" at the people who have 
given their suffrages to Garfield and Arthur. Now, two 
millions of these voters are laborers in factories, of whom the 
Massachusetts Bureau has reported that if they did not vote as 
dictated by their employers they were dismissed, which was 
equivalent to starvation. Over a half million of those voters 
are negroes under control of government marshals and carpet- 
baggers and scallawags; and if one of those negroes chanced to 
vote the Democratic ticket they mobbed him. Over a hundred 
thousand of those voters are government officers, among whom, 
according to the report of the Massachusetts Bureau, "an 
honest man is a great rarity." Another million of those voters 
are the subjects of a corrupted ballot box ; among those voters 
are the residents in the Ashtabula district, and on the two 
hundred and ninety-five million acres of land that a Massachu- 
setts Aid Society has filched from the government while under 
Eepublican rula And last, though not the least, among those 
voters are some thousands of clergymen, among whom, accord- 
ing to the Bible Society Eecord of October, 1868, Thomas 
Paine could associate with credit under the title of " Eev.," and 
of whom Theodore Parker, on the 16th page of a communica- 
tion addressed to the 28th Congregational Church of Boston, 
over which he was pastor, said : " The cunning lawyer and the 
" tricksy harlot and » the deceitful priest stand in the same 
" column of religious notation." On the 167th page he said: 
" Learning to distinguish sound from significance, I have not 
" found the moral tone of ministers higher than that of lawyers. 
" The gospel of the minister is managed with as much injustice 
" as the law mill of the other profession." 

According to Elliott's Debates, New England was solid in 
favor of having the African slave trade protected by the 
Federal constitution, and through bounties and drawbacks to 
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the fishing and rum distilling interests, they have patronised 
that African slave trade for all time, it being an auxiliary to 
those fishing and rum distilling interests. When they get the 
control of all the branches of the government New England 
will be solid in favor of building a railroad from the Rio 
Grande to the Pacific Ocean, provided they can filch by it 
another hundred million acres of the public domain. And 
when they for a mere Jt,nRe can possess thepiselves of the 
expenditures of the South in the civil war they will be solid in 
favor of the payment of those expenditures at par and in gold. 
It would not be honorable to pay them in silver, under its 
present standard of alloy. 

If laborers are not willing to be the quiet slaves of manufac- 
turers. New England will be solid in supplying their places 
with Chinesa They have ever been solid in favor of protect- 
ing their manufacturers by an almost prohibitory tariflf, and 
they are solid in favor of depriving States of sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over their civil and individual interests. 

December 9, 1880. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. 
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The Favored Few—How the Rich Become 
Richer and the Poor Poorer. 



-• ♦ 



The Christian at Work of October 14th, 1880, states that 
" in 1800 the real estate valuation in Boston was $287 per 
" inhabitant, whereas now it is nearly $4,000 per inhabitant" 
As the people in Boston are the owners of a large portion of 
the corporate property in the United States and also a large 
portion of the National, State and corporate indebtedness, their 
personal and real property cannot be less than $10,000 per 
inhabitant. In Connecticut that property is only $800 per 
inhabitant ; in the State of New York it is $634 per inhabitant; 
in the city of New York it is $1,290 per inhabitant; in 
Columbia county it is $640 per inhabitant The internal and 
external commerce of Boston in comparison with that of New 
York is scarcely worth the noticing, and that its increase in 
wealth should have been ten fold greater is certainly worthy of 
consideration. Fisheries have made nations rich, and those of 
Boston are among the best in the world. As an adjunct to 
those fisheries it has distilled annually from molasses from sixty 
to eighty thousand hogsheads of rum, with which it has 
monopolized the African slave trade and the fur trade with the 
Indians, and by chemical operations having been madB to 
imitate all other liquors, and being protected from foreign com- 
petition by a high duty, and from domestic competition by a 
high internal tax, from which it was exempted, it has been the 
source of great wealth to the people of Boston. 
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Then the people of Boston have had the address to procure 
from the government hundreds of thousands of dollars annually 
by way of bounties upon fisheries and drawbacks upon fish and 
rum exported. By discriminations they have had a large 
portion of their imports free of duty, or have drawn back such 
duty by the exportation of those imports or upon some eight 
millions of Bermuda Island salt used annually in the curing of 
their fish. By the reciprocity arrangement they have had free 
access to the Canadian fisheries, and through that arrangement 
have been permitted to supply themselves with Canadian 
agricultural productions free of duty. Since the expiration of 
that arrangement they have trespassed upon the Canadian 
fisheries, for which the government hag*been required to pay 
five million five hundred thousand dollars. By making common 
cause with the enemy in the war of 1812 the people of Boston 
enjoyed a rich harvest of wealth, and by false invoices they 
enjoyed a rich harvest in the late civil war, by exchanging 
munitions of war for cotton, through the Bermuda Islands. 
While their imported raw material was free from duty, and by 
the reciprocity arrangement or the connivance at their custom 
house they have had free of duty the agricultural productions 
of the unoppressed farmers of Canada, they have treated the 
88,977 manufacturing laborers in a way to make the official 
bureau report that they blushed for their native State, and have 
enjoyed a fifty per cent protective duty on what their Oazetteer 
reports to be over $111,000,000 of annual manufactured pro- 
ductions. 

But all these sources of wealth were comparatively nothing 
to what accrued to Boston from the fruits of the late civil war. 
At its commencement the national wealth was $16,000,000,000. 
At its close that estimated wealth was $30,000,000,000, notwith- 
standing $10,000,000,000 had been expended in its prosecu- 
tion.* That increased wealth consisted in National, State and 
Corporate debts, of which Boston, or its satellites, became the 
borders. It, or its sattellites, have possessed themselves of the 
most valuable portion of the public domain, and through 
Eepublican ascendancy are contemplating the possession of 
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much more. Secretly and at small expense they will possess 
themselves of what the South expended in the civil war, and 
then, through Eepublican ascendency, will have the govern- 
ment assume to pay those expenditures, and will claim it as an 
act of great generosity. 

Having the sword and purse of the nation in their hands, 
they will at their pleasure use the ignorance of the negroes, or 
by their oppressions upon the intelligent people, provoke 
another civil war, for the purpose of enjoying another series of 
plunder. . Through the influence of a hundred thousand office- 
holders, proverbial as being knaves, and a corrupt ballot box, 
and a subsidized press and pulpit, and negroes controlled by 
carpet-baggers and government marshals, and tyranny exercised 
over manufacturing laborers and the occupants of hundreds of 
millions of acres of land filched from the government, the 
sword and purse of the nation still remain under Boston 
influence. And such tears as the African slave trade has 
caused to be shed, and such fields as the civil war has caused to 
be drenched in blood, will not deter them from the commission 
of any crime in the future. 

But the friends of freedom should not despair. The same 
God reigns to-day that did when ten righteous men would have 
saved Sodom ; and 4,436,013 patriotic men, uninfluenced by 
any of the selfish considerations which actuated their opponents, 
have just given their suffrages to rescue their country from that 
corrupt Boston rule. Such men, with the aid of a righteous 
God, will yet emancipate their country. 

December 16, 1880. 
21 
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BUTLER AND BINGHAM. 
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In my communications to the Register and Gazette it has 
been my intention to make no statement without authentic 
authority, and I have considered statements in the New York 
Journal of Commerce as such authority. From the semi- weekly 
Journal of Commerce of January 26th, 1870, I have quoted that 
Gen. Butler had called the attention of Congress to the fact that 
John A. Bingham had been announced as the murderer ot Mrs. 
Surrat, meaning, no doubt, as Judge Advocate on her triaL 
On the same occasion Mr. Farnsworth charged Gen. Butler with 
having so recently deserted from the Democracy and joined the 
Republicans that he was obliged to curse and swear to make 
people believe his desertion genuine. He also charged him 
with having, at the Charleston convention, voted to make Jeff 
Davis a candidate for the presidency in the Democratic party; 
and then again he voted to make Breckenridge a candidate for 
the presidency of the secession party, and to please slave- 
holders he had chased fugitive slaves all over the State. 

The Journal of Commerce is also authority to prove the effort 
that Gen. Butler made to have Boston rum exempted from the 
internal tax imposed upon the distillation of other liquors, and 
of his declaration in reply to an inquiry made by Mr. Farns- 
worth, that " missionaries could not be sent to Africa unless we 
sent rum there." 

I supposed also that I was authorized from the columns of 
that paper to state that Gen. Butler had charged Mr. Garfield 
with giving aid to the conviction of Mrs. Surrat; but upon 
examination I do not find that authority, and I am creditably 
informed that Gen. Butler denies ever having made such 
charge, although he says : "I have always been of the impres- 
" sion that the evidence ivas not sufficient to connect Mrs, Surrat 
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" loith Mr. LincoMs murder ^ And yet Mr. Garfield, according 
to Gen. Butler's own language, " sat on the military commission 
which convicted Mrs. Surrat, and was one of the court." 

I cannot divest myself of the opinion that Mrs. Surrat was 
an innocent woman, and that her conviction and execution was 
procured to conceal a very great crime. I cannot divest myself 
of the opinion that men of the intelligeace of Mr. Garfield, 
sitting on the military commission which convicted her, must 
concur with me in that belief, and that if he had applied to the 
President for a commutation of the punishment he would have 
pirocured a delay till the popular sentiment of her innocence 
bad become universal Had he done so, it would give assur- 
ance that in his present exalted position he will do nothing to 
deprive the States of their constitutional prerogatives. But when 
we look at his antecedents, in respect to the DeGolyer case, the 
Credit Mobilier and Salary Grab, we have reason to entertain great 
fears for the future. But if public liberty is to be lost by the 
hands of a representative of the Ashtabula district, who is 
following in the footsteps of Joshua R Giddings, the people 
will not only have to lament the loss of their liberties, but they 
will feel to express also a sentiment like the man who was 
dying from the kick of an ass ; 

** It's not the death that I repine, 
But O ! it's death from heels like thine." • 

I have given the Massachusetts Bureau as authority that 
" wickedness, pauperage and crime are three-fold greater in 
" proportion^ to population in Massachusetts than it is in Eng- 
" land and Wales." Now, by the New York Christian Advocate 
of December 9th, 1880, it appears that " crime, pauperism, 
" suicide and insanity is three-fold greater in the six New 
" England States than it is in the six Southern States, in 
" proportion to population." And yet it is Republican policy 
that the six New England States should be instrumental in 
having the general government usurp the prerogative of the 
States in sending marshals to the Southern States to prevent 
the commission of wickedness and crime ! 

December 29, 1880. 
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THE NORTH AND SOUTH. 
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A Striking and Startling Contrast. 



i* ♦ > 



In 1861 Republicans got the absolute control of the govern- 
ment of the United States, since which time, by the report of 
the Massachusetts Bureau of 1877, and on the 211th page, it is 
stated that "pauperism has been steadily on the increase," and 
that ** such pauperism and crime in Massachusetts, in proportion 
to population, exceeds that of England and Wales three-fold." 
On the 186th page it says : " In a State where labor had all its 
lights there would be but little pauperism and crime." In 
proof of these opinions it states that the treatment of manufac- 
turing laborers in every county is such as to make them blush for 
their native State, whereas in England to promote the interests 
of their laborers is one of the main objects of the manufac- 
turers, in illustration of which it cites the cases of Sir Titus 
Salt and Sir Francis Crosby. 

In the New York Christian Advocate of December 9th, 1880, 
it is stated that the population in the six New England States 
is 3,135,283, while in the six Southern States it is 5,549,199 ; 
that the illiterate in New England was one to 312 of the popu- 
lation, while in the South it was one to twelva It then states 
that there was a great excess in New England in crime, 
pauperism, suicide and insanity. Of those in prison it exceed- 
ed in New England seven-fold. In New England there was 
one pauper to every 178 of the population, while at the South 
it was one to every 345. Of suicides at the North, one to every 
13,285, while at the South it was one to every 56,584. Of 
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lunatics at the North there was one to every 800, while at the 
South it was only one to every 1,682. In accounting for this 
state of things the editor says he must reluctantly admit that 
public morals had deteriorated, and, as knowledge made vicious 
men more dangerous, superior education had increased the evil, 
and that it would be greatest in manufacturing places. In fact 
be admitted that the same cause that produced the difference in 
respect to pauperism and crime between Massachusetts and 
England and Wales, produced t^e same effects between the six 
New England States and the six Southern States. Yet the 
Republican policy is to have an almost prohibitory tariff to 
protect the New England laborers against what they are pleased 
to call the pauper laborers of Europe, and they want govern- 
ment marshals and a standing army to protect the laborers in 
the six States of the South. 

Not content with having the few rob the many in the six 
New England States, they wish the aid of government marshals 
and troops to enable them to plunder not only the whole popu- 
lation of the six States of the South, but those who labor in 
all the other States. If by threats and persuasion the present 
Congress can not be influenced to provide for the action of these 
marshals and troops, a special session of Congress is to be 
called for that purpose. 

It must be evident to every intelligent mind that the liberty 
of the people in the United States is in great peril, and it is the 
duty of every truly pious man and woman to invoke Divine 
aid to save us from that ruin to which we are so swiftly rushing. 
Religious liberty was obtained in Europe by the aid of a 
General who had been given power to prevent it; and St Paul, 
who had used civil power against Christianity, became its great 
preserver. It would not be more remarkable that he who had 
represented the Ashtabula district, and whose antecedents in 
the DeGolyer case and the Credit Mobil ier and the Salary Grab, 
and as a commissioner on the trial bf Mrs. Surrat, and in seat- 
ing a President who had not been elected by the people, should 
be influenced by a kind Providence to use the power bestowed 
upon him to save the sinking liberties of his country. The 
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cordial manner in which Gen. Butler has given his opinion in 
respect to the injustice in the case of Mrs. Surrat gives hopes 
that he may use his great talents in the preservation of civil 
liberty. 

January 3, 1881. 
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With a Little Religion and New England 
Rum Mixed with Them. 



Iq my communications I have given a general political 
national history, and it will depend on the action taken upon 
the appeal from the Supervisors' valuation whether I do not 
devote some time upon the political and financial condition of 
Columbia county. I propose now to devote some time upon 
the moral and Jesuitical history of the country, which has 
deeply affected all our moral, political and financial interests. 

It has already been noticed that previous to 1812 England, 
relying upon our weakness, had wantonly captured six hundred 
of our ships and twelve thousand of our seamen, forcing those 
seamen to do service in her own navy. That these outrages 
might be done with impunity an agent was sent to this country 
to excite hatred between the six New England States and the 
six States of the SoutL In laying our grievances before Con- 
gress on the 1st of June, 1812, the President said : " A secret 
" agent of the British government was employed in intrigues, 
" having for their object a subversion of our gouernment and a 
" dismemberment of our Union." 

Among the reasons assigned for the declaration of war was 
the attempt of the British government to dismember our Union 
and overthrow our Constitution by a secret agent. Under the 
influence of that agent Massachusetts did make common cause 
with the enemy. Yet a kind Providence enabled the States to 
close the war in a blaze of glory, after having captured 1,607 
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of the enemy's vessels, upon which were 3,083 guns and 11,797 
seamen. In shame and disgrace Massachusetts disbanded her 
20,000 troops, and the members of her Hartford convention 
fled to their homes, and their names have passed into oblivion. 

For the succeeding eight years we had a solid, happy and 
prosperous Union, and a noble Virginian occupied the Presi- 
dential chair. After that period Massachusetts cupidity 
prompted the commencement of new political intrigues and an 
attempt to stir up sectional hatred. To aid in that pursuit 
George Thompson, an English parliamentarian, came to this 
country and introduced into the churches the political policy of 
the Jesuits, and the workings of that policy were exemplified 
in the Methodist General Conference in 1844. In that year the 
fishermen of Massachusetts, through false invoices and an act 
of Congress of 1793, were selling their superannuated vessels 
for slavers, as described by the official communications of 
George W. Slacum, consul at Rio Janeiro, and Massachusetts 
distillers were sending thousands of hogsheads of rum and 
thousands of muskets and tons of powder annually to Africa 
to be disposed of for slaves. Yet they made the existence of 
those slaves in this country the ground for stirring up sectional 
hatred, and using a species of Jesuitism in the churches to 
foment that hatred. 

James Osgood Andrew was the son of a revolutionary soldier 
and a Methodist minister. He was born in Georgia in 1794, 
and joined the Methodist Conference as a minister in 1813, and 
was elected a bishop of the church in 1832, and he married 
a lady to whom a slave had been bequeathed. Before the 
General Conference of the Methodist church in New York in 
May, 1844, the Eev. J. B. Finley, of Ohio, offered a resolution, 
from which I extract the following : 

** Whereas, Bishop Andrew has become connected "jvith slavery by mar- 
riage, therefore — 

" Resohed, That it is the sense of the General Conference that he desist 
from the exercise of this ofl&ce so long as this impediment remains." 

Upon the published proceedings the following appears : " On 
** the fifth day of the discussion, a Eev. gentleman arose and 
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** spoke, and his speecli completely obviated all legal and pru- 
" dential objections to the passage of the resolution, and it passed, 
" yeas 111, nays 69 " And in consequence of that speech he 
was elected a bishop eleven days after. This act caused the 
division of the Methodist church, and it was the first important 
step in the Jesuitical policy inaugurated by George Thompson. 
It was regretted by all good men, conspicuous among whom 
was the distinguished statesman, Henry Clay, and the eminent 
jurist, John McLean, and the eloquent clergyman and editorj 
John P. Durbin, and with prophetic spirit foretold its effects 
upon our civil institutions. 

The lucid argument which had such a conclusive effect upon 
the Conference, and made its author a bishop, is worthy of 
notice. The points under consideration were: First — ''Has the 
General Conference constitutional authority to pass this reso- 
lution ?" Second — " Is it proper or fitting that we should do 
it?" In answer to the first inquiry the reverend gentleman 
said : " The constitution of the Methodist church differed from 
" all other constitutions, as it conferred upon the General Con- 
" ference, with but one exception, all its legislative, judicial and 
" executive functions." To the second inquiry he reasoned that 
" this was a case that did not require adjudication, as the 
" charge was one of improper conduct, and not a crime. To 
" live with a wife who had a slave bequeathed to her was only 
" improper conduct, and not a crima" These answere were 
considered conclusive by a majority of the Conference, who 
passed the resolution, and proceeded to a division of the church 
by special arrangement They drew a dividing line, over 
which the bishops of each church should have separate jurisdic- 
tion — an agreement that was religiously observed for twenty 
odd years, and never violated till after Eepublican ascendency. 

What is specially noticeable in this case is that that Confer- 
ence could not fellowship a brother whose wife was the owner 
of a slave, while St. Paul, in the case of Onisymous, could 
fellowship a brother who was the owner of a slave himself. It 
is also noticeable that the reverend gentleman, whose argument 
was so conclusive to the Conference and procured to himself 
22 
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the appointment of bishop, subsequently used the following 
language in reply to the Eev. Dr. Smith, of Virginia : " As to 
" my use of the word legislative, the hypercriticism of brother 
" Smith would apply to the word judicial with equal force, for 
" properly the Conference has neither the functions of a legisla- 
" ture or of a court." Palpably contradicting his whole argu- 
ment, which has been productive of such momentuous conse- 
quences. The exception to the constitutional power of the 
Conference was equally contradictory to the important point in 
his argument. Such contradictions characterize the whole 
judicial branch of the Republican party during its whole 
history. 
January 8, 1881. 
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REPUBLICAN JESUITISM. 



-♦— ♦- 



Promulgating the Doctrine of Hate in 

Religion and Politics. 



The Jesuits are a political organization professing to be 
religious. To attain their ends they stir up the hellish principle 
of hate among the people. They are not tolerated in any 
civilized country except the United States, in which George 
Thompson introduced their political tactics in 1835. The first 
prominent development of those tactics was in the Methodist 
Church Conference of 18-i4. Succeeding in getting control of 
that Conference they divided the church and threw into the 
shade such men as Wilber Fisk, John McClintock, Nathan and 
Heman Bangs, Henry Slicer, John P. Durben, Abel Stevens, 
and a host of other clergymen, whose names will ever stand in 
history like apples of gold in pictures of silver* Those who 
then got the control of the church manifested their love to God 
by a malignant hatred of the people of the South, and it is 
history that among the most prominent of these dominant 
clergy physical and mental infirmity excused most scandalous 
indiscretions. They have mostly passed from earth, and it 
would not be well to draw their frailties from their dread abode ; 
but it may be well to notice those who are following in their 
footsteps. 

In the division of the church a line was drawn limiting the 
official action of the two branches of the church. Such has 
been religiously adhered to by the southern branch, though the 
radical leaders of the North, by denying the jurisdiction of the 
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General Conference to make that arrangement, have sought in 
the courts of law to possess themselves of the assets of the 
church of the South. Now, in violation of that arrangement 
and under bayonet rule, or in the capacity of carpet-baggers, 
they are using negroes to establish themselves within the 
southern borders, and are trying to instill into the breasts of 
those negroes the same malignant hatred against the people of 
the South that they have long entertained themselves. In 
1856, when the Eepublican party was just budding into exist- 
ence, they placed at the head of their literary institutions men 
with Jesuitical proclivities, and their graduates are imbued 
more or less with the same spirit. Some are outspoken, others 
are all things to all men, but all manifesting their love to God 
by their hatred of the people of the South. All are Republi- 
cans, of course. Their characteristics were exemplified in the 
New York Conference of 1863, when 300 clergymen shouted 
" Glory to God T' over a resolution declaring the civil war to 
be "unspeakably glorious." It is also exemplified in the 
declaration of the editor of the New York Christian Advocate 
in his paper of April 19th, 1866, when he said, " To invite a 
" southern Conference to pray was laying the foundation for a 
" great quarrel" It was also exemplified in the invitation to a 
Southern Conference to unite in prayer, with the afterwards 
avowed object of "smoking them out." It was exemplified 
not only by the general action of the New York Conference 
in 1863, but by the speeches of its members individually. 
One declared himself in favor of the war before a gun 
was fired ; one was in favor of the war from head to 
foot, from hair to heel ; one was in favor of punishing 
the southern people with shot and shell if it took one, 
two or ten years to do so. All who did not approve of the 
war they called " copperheads," and the Eev. J. P. Newman 
called them " infamous ;" Rev. J. B. Wakely was for stamping 
on them ; Rev. Mr. Osborn was for hanging them. One 
reverend gentleman, who attempted to give a reason for not 
concurring with the rest, was hissed down, and the Eev. Mr. 
Foster said of him that he would be willing to smooth his path 
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to obscurity, but he coald not as he did not feel in a conciliatory 
spirit ; and yet, in reply to the rebuke of Bishop Scott, he said 
that he felt to give glory to God then as he did in the great 
event of his conversion to Jesus. 

Love is the great characteristic of the Almighty, and hate is 
the great characteristic of the devil. Hate was the one great 
idea in the political system of George Thompson. I have called 
attention to its effects upon clergymen in 1844, 1856, 1863 and 
1866. It was the great principle and idea of the Republican 
party at its formation in 1856, and since. It finally ripened in 
an organization which was accouched in Boston and was called 
the " free religion." It of course possessed all the Jesuitical 
proclivities. Some of its members, lecturers and admirers are 
noticed in the New York Indej^endent in 1867, among whom 
was George Thompson (its author), Oliver Johnson (one of its 
accouchers and an editor of the Independent\ also William 
Lloyd Garrison, Theodore Parker, Samuel J. May, T. W. Hig- 
ginson, Lucretia Mott, David A. Wasson, Moncure D. Conway, 
A. D. May, Francis D. Gage, Theodore Tilton, Anna E. Dick- 
inson, Theodore Wield, Lydia Maria Childs, Samuel Johnson, 
John G. Whittier, Joshua R Giddings, Francis E. Abbott, 
Robert Collyer, Robert Dale Owen, and numerous ministers and 
laymen of the orthodox and unorthodox churches. One of 
their lecturers said they discarded the authority upon which all 
Christian churches are built. Mr. Wasson said of Paley's 
theology : " Its design crept and coiled with snakes, ravined 
" with wild beasts, and made friends with all the ferocities of 
" nature." Higginson scorned the title " Christian," and Town 
shocked even liberal Christians in Kew York with his learned 
exegis of the Scriptures that he did not believe. The clergy 
became so generally imbued with that organization that the 
Bible Society Record of October, 1868, said that Thomas Payne 
could fellowship with them under the title of '' Reverend," and 
Theodore Parker, on the 160th page of his ^' Experience as a 
Minister," compared them to tricksy harlots. Under their 
ministration, notwithstanding the church has vastly increased 
in numbers and increased its wealth ten-fold, the Massachusetts 
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Bureau reported that wickedness and crime was never before so 
rampant as now. The consequence has been a civil war costing 
a million of lives and ten thousand millions of treasura It 
has made half of the property of the nation to consist of debts 
to be held by the few, to be paid by the sweat and toil of the 
many for generations to come. It has made agriculture a 
second rate interest and thrown our commerce into foreign ships. 
It has thrown all the valuable portion of the public domain 
into the hands of corporators. It has corrupted the ballot box 
and then placed it under the control of marshals. It has filled 
oflScial positions with knaves. It has infused the malignant 
spirit of hate into our government, which was intended to be a 
league of friendship. It has deprived the States of their usual 
sovereign prerogatives, to be at no distant day pinned together 
by African and Asiatic bayonets and to be governed by tyrants 
with castles like the Albany monument in cities, in the 
mountains and by the sea, to sustain which the people will be 
cursed by a taxation to an extent possibly exceeding what the 
people may be able to bear. That taxation now for even 
the pension list is about as large as was required for the 
whole expenses of the government in 1860, before Jesuitism 
got control of the government. The Jesuits, through their 
selfish cunning, have been the authors of immense mischief 
throughout the Christian world. Ours being a popular govern- 
ment we cannot exclude them as they have done in Europe. 
In consequence, in disguise they are acting as clergymen and as 
lecturers and as editors, and fast filling all official positions 
where careful observers can detect tbem, though in those 
capacities they are able to impose upon the mass of the people. 
I will submit for observation these names, who for fifteen years 
or more were the editors of the New York Christian Advocate: 
Thompson, Curry and Fowler, all furiously professed haters of 
slavery, yet never expressing a word against its authors, but 
pouring wrath upon even those who have been its victim, like 
the people of Georgia and Virginia. The one of those editors 
demanding executive favor under a claim of being the author 
of the ascendency of the Republican party ; another claiming it 
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to be the foundation of a great quarrel to hold a concert of 
prayer with the clergy of the South. The other in his paper of 
July 3d, 1879, said : *^ It is due to the memory of Witfield to 
" point out that his purchase of negroes was only for the pur- 
" pose of the orphanage he had founded, and for the moral and 
" spiritual elevation of his slaves." 

Now, it is known to all readers of American history that 
Eev. Mr. Whitfield was the bosom friend and often and long 
the guest of Col. Eoyal, the great African slave trade dealer in 
this country. He purchased of him forty slaves and made use 
of the Eoyal prerogative in order to force them into Georgia 
against the edict of the trustees and Governor Oglethorpe, and 
that he bequeathed those slaves to his legatees. These facts 
must be familiar to the Eev. Mr. Fowler, and yet he entertains 
a furious hatred against the people of Georgia for having slaves 
there, and, while apologizing for Mr. Whitfield, is in favor of 
having troops and marshals sent to Georgia on account of the 
existence of slavery. January 17, 1881. 
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REPUBLICAN INCONSISTENCY. 



-• ♦■ ♦ 



Disregard of Legal and Moral Obligations. 



At the late election in Virginia an important question at issue 
was the repudiation or payment of the State bonds, and a 
northern man deeply interested in that question sent J. R. 
Tucker $2,500. I see in a Christian Advocate of the 8th of 
January, inst, that Mr. Tucker sent the money back with the 
information that such influences were not used at elections in 
Virginia. Some years since when George W. Philip honored 
me with a call he said he had sent to the grand jury eight well 
authenticated cases of that meanest and yet most dangerous of 
crimes — the corruption of the ballot — and that there were 
influential men who would eat, drink and sleep with the jurors, 
and with some would visit houses of ill fame, and in conse- 
quence those jurors would take no notice of his complaint As 
the Hon. William W. Eaton, of Connecticut, had stated on the 
floor of the United States Senate that fifty of the marshals and 
other government officials in the city of New York had either 
been inmates of penitentiaries or were the kee2)ers of gambling 
houses or brothels, I could not escape the conviction that it was 
a government officer with ample leisure and liberal pay that had 
exerted such an influence over Columbia county grand jurors. 

A farming town in Columbia county is assessed at $729,000, 
its full value, but the supervisors in their valuation have raised 
it to $1,100,000. A manufacturing town in the county assessed 
at $649,000, being less than half its value, as shown by the 
census, has been reduced by the supervisors to $549,000. The 
aggrieved town under that arrangement has been required to 



REPUBLICAN INCONSISTENCY. 173 

pay twelve mills on the dollar on its assessed valuation, while 
the favored town was required to pay only six and one-half 
mills on the dollar on its assessed valuation. The only redress 
for that grievance is to indict the supervisor for neglecting to 
appear, and that remedy is not very flattering when government 
officers are able to exert so commanding an influence. 

The United States contains over fifty millions of people, 
exceeding in population and extent of territory all other 
civilized nations, and exceeding in wealth all nations except 
England, and the government being sovereign over the war de- 
partment, it would seem that it did not require the special assist- 
ance of Columbia county, particularly in time of peace. The 
State of New York has over five millions of people, with farming, 
manufacturing and commercial wealth exceeding that of any other 
State, and it would seem that it could control and pay the expen- 
ses of its militia without the special aid of Columbia county. 
To aid sheriffs in the discharge of their duties they have the arbi- 
trary command of every able-bodied man between the ages of 
eighteen and torty-five, and it would seem that we do not need a 
standing military in Columbia county in order to keep the peace. 
Yet, by a mandatory law, we have been compelled to expend 
thousands of dollars in the erection of our armory, and a com- 
mittee has been appointed by the Board of Supervisors to 
provide for its being warmed for the accommodation of the 
veterans who are to drill in it They should provide them also 
with morocco pumps and silk stockings to enable them to step 
to the music of the festive fiddle. There must have been a 
special necessity for this state of things, for other and more 
wealthy counties are exempted from the operations of that law, 
and our humble petitions to be so exempted, though trusted to 
the care of influential men, were not noticed on the journals of 
the Legislature. So we are under the care and control of not 
only government marshals, but a standing military. Massachu- 
setts does not require that military or these marshals, as her two 
hundred and sixteen thousand manufacturing laborers must 
even vote under the dictation of their employers under the 
penalty of dismissal, which means starvation. The Massachu* 
23 
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setts Ashtabula district in Ohio does not require the marshals 
and military, for Joshua E. Giddings and those treading in his 
footsteps could easily command a majority of 35,000 votes in 
that district. The occupants on the 295,000,000 of acres of the 
public domain do not reqnire marshals or military, for the 
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, which has filched that 
territory from the government, will see to them. The State 
where railroads abound do not require marshals or military, as 
Massachusetts bondholders will see to them. It is only neces-' 
sary to send troops and marshals to the six Southern States, 
and when under their control those Southern States shall 
become solid in favor of Eepublicanism, the resolution in the 
New York Conference of 1863, that ** Christ was aboot to 
establish His kingdom upon the earth," will be realized, 
January 27, 188L 
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STARTLING COMPARISONS. 



Inequality of Wealth Among the States. 



• » 



By the census of 1870 the estimated value of the property in 
the United States was $30,000,000,000. It now appears in the 
Berkshire Courier of the 19th of January, 1881, copied from 
the International Revieiv of November, 1880, that the valuation 
of property is as follows : 

In the Middle States % 5,316,699,137 

In the Western States 5,518,681,357 

In the Southern States 2,226,114,381 

Total $13,061,494,825 

This showing would give to the six New England States 
$16,938,505,175, if there has been no increase of property since 
1870. 

The population of the United States is 50,152,559 

The population of the six New England States is 3,713,528 

Leaving to the Middle, Western and Southern States 46,439,031 

The property in the Middle, Western and Southern States is 
$325 for each individual. The property in the six New Eng- 
land States is $5,640 for each individual This inequality in 
property has grown up since 1860, and has produced all the 
wickedness, crime and corruption which is now rampant in our 
country. Agriculture forms no part of that excess of wealth in 
the New England States, for it is officially in proof that in all 
their towns, farms can be bought for the cost of the buildings 
erected upon them. Their most cherished interests are manu- 
fiactures, fisheries and rum distilleries, which, while, having 
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been comparatively exempted from taxation, have enjoyed 
protective tariffs, bounties and every possible species of partial 
legislation, under which they have obtained all the most 
valuable of the public domain, and are the creditors for most of 
the $10,000,000,000 of national, state and corporate indebted- 
ness, and have become the owners of a large portion of 90,000 
miles of railroad and corporate property. The policy that wiU 
be pursued for four years to come will add at least $2,000,000,- 
000 to that surplus New England property. 

The policy that has produced these results in the United 
States is producing similar results in Columbia county. Certain 
industries are favored while others are oppressed. Stockport 
being one of the favored towns, I will present it as a sample: 

The legaUy assessed value of its farm lands is $ 450,000 

Its i>ersonal property 64,440 

Railroad 204,750 

Manufacturing capital by census of 1840 814,700 

Total $1,538,890 

Had Stockport been required to pay twelve and seven-tenth 
mills on the dollar on that amount of taxable property it would 
have amounted to $18,480, whereas under the actual assessed 
property as equalized by the late Board of Supervisors it has 
paid only $4,544. That favoritism during the past twenty 
years, including the war expenses, would exceed in the gross 
over $380,000. Shall such injustice continue in the future? 
The attestations to their assessment rolls if not true are perjury 
by the statute. Such equalization, when the injustice is so 
palpable, if not appealed from makes even the supervisor from 
Stockport personally ameniable to the law. That my estimate 
of the valuation of the farm lands in Stockport is correct, the 
following extract from the census of 1840 will show : 

Swine $ 6,455 

Poultry 940 

Wheat 1,297 

Oats 11,108 

Bye 4,202 

Buckwheat 9,498 

Com 1,680 
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Wool 1,529 

Potatoes 4,906 

Hay 34,230 

Dairy 7,700 

Fruit 780 

Yearlings 916 

3) 85,351 

28,450 
Net proceeds on six per cent, interest on $450,000. 

The rate of taxation upon Hillsdale, as made by the equali- 
zation of the late Board of Supervisors, was twelve and seven- 
tenths mills on the dollar. 

February 3, 1881. 
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A PARTY OF RECKLESSNESS. 



m • 



Predictions that have been Verified. 



•■ » *•• 



On the 461st page of the lately published "Political History" 
will be seen that on January 19th, 1846, it was predicted on the 
floor of Congress that what is now the great political policy of 
Republicans would infuse such corruption among the people 
that it would extend to the houses of legislation, making the 
operations of the government extravagant and wasteful. That 
prediction has been realized to the fullest extent Upon the 
formation of the Republican party in 1856, a writer in the 
Hudson Gazette of October predicted that the policy of the party 
would produce civil war, which would carry mourning to every 
•family and overwhelm the nation in debt, and deprive the 
people of their liberties if it did not eventually blot out our 
fair fabric of freedom. All this has been realized, or will be as 
soon as government marshals and African and Asiatic bayonets 
shall be provided under Republican ascendency. Seventeen- 
thirtieths of the wealth in the United States is owned in the six 
New England States. No part of that wealth belongs to 
farmers, for their farms can be bought for the cost of the build- 
ings erected upon them. No part of that wealth belongs to 
their half million of laborers, for they must even vote under 
the dictation of their employers under the penalty of dismission, 
which means starvation. The policy which has produced these 
results has for the last four years been under the protection of 
Presidential vetoes, and has during that time added four thou- 
sand millions of dollars to New England wealth ; and, as the 
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government is now constituted, will add four thousand millions 
more to that wealth in the four years to come. 

In the meantime, if the people of the South would consent 
to divide the s23oils with New England, ten thousand millions 
of dollars may be paid for their expenses and damage in the 
civil war, and ten thousand millions more for the interest that 
has accrued upon those expenditures, and other thousands of 
millions may be paid for the emancipation of slaves. It would 
be too much to expect of human nature for the people of the 
South to refuse to accept such proposition, and from the ante- 
cedents of Eepublicans, it would be an abuse of common sense 
to doubt of their readiness to make such proposition. Their 
subsidized press and pulpit might puff it as an act of great 
generosity. Or they might in fact try to justify it as an act 
required by constitutional law, for the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in the case of Edward Matthews against Nelson 
McStra, has decided that although a state of war had existed 
for four months, actual constitutional war did not exist till 
August 16th, 1861, under the President's proclamation which 
had been authorized by Congress. (See semi-weekly Journal of 
Commerce of July 5th, 1876.) In April, 1861, Virginia had 
been invaded without provocation and without legal or equit- 
able excuse ; and under that constitution the most stupid mind 
could not doubt of Virginia's justification in resisting. If, 
then, Virginia and the South generally were constitutionally 
right in the commencement of the war. Republicans may claim 
in justification of their bargaining that they were not justly and 
constitutionally wrong in its prosecution. 

One of the objects for which the constitution was made was 
the establishment of justice. The constitution was, by its pro- 
visions, amendable, but the objects for which it was made were 
inviolate. Therefore, Republicans may claim that injustice done 
to Virginia and the South could never be atoned for but by 
payment; and of course no amendment of the constitution 
could be a bar to rights accruing under an object for which the 
constitution was made. Should Republicans adopt the policy 
of paying the Southern expenses of the civil war and the 
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interest that has accrued upon it, and also to pay for the 
emancipated slaves, either upon the principle of generosity or 
by the authority of constitutional law, who would dare to 
question their right to do so? New England would be solid 
in favor of it ; the South would be solid in favor of it, and 
might become reconciled to the policy by which the few in 
New England have usurped the wealth of the nation. Republi- 
cans in the Middle and Western States, by being permitted to 
share in the plunder, would be solid in favor of all Republican 
policy. And should it become necessary, that policy could be 
sustained by a million of African g^d Asiatic bayonets. The 
interest on the mountain of debt would be imposed upon the 
agricultural population of the country. The principal held by 
New England capitalists could remain unpaid for an indefinite 
period of years. Republicans will doubtless consent to have 
the government make a gift in shape of a loan sufficient to 
build a railroad from the Rio Grande to the Pacific ocean, 
provided they be allowed to appropriate another hundred 
million of acres of land adjoining it. 

As a further inducement for the people of the South to enter 
into the arrangement with the leaders of the Republican party, 
they should receive such pensions as the people of the North 
are permitted to enjoy, and which are equivalent to what was 
the whole expense of the government before Republican 
ascendency. In a war in which the merits were so equally divi- 
ded, and which in fact both sides were " unspeakably glorious," 
pensions should be allowed to all concerned on both sides, the 
general officers being allowed to fix their own pensions. If that 
glorious prospect which Republicans foresee for the farmer is 
about to be realized, they should not complain at bearing the 
whole burden of taxation which this proposed arrangement 
between the people of the South and the leaders of the Repub- 
lican party would impose. In fact those thousands of millions 
of dollars which the leaders of the Republican party would 
so easily obtain should induce them to put their interest at two 
or three per 'cent, and particularly so when their capital is 
untaxed, and when in the arrangement they shall have secured 
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the co-operatioa of a solid South in favor of the principles and 
policy by which they have obtained, so unjustly, such a vast 
excess of the nation's wealth. 
February 10, 1881. 
24 
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THE TWO GREAT INTERESTS. 



• ♦ » 



Oppressions that Should be Removed. 



To aid in making favorable sales induces many men to give 
extravagant valuations of their farms to the census taker. To 
obtain loans upon the credit of their farms induces many others 
to do so also. Eivalships and a multitude of home associations 
and attachments have the same inducement So that in every 
neghborhood men have doubly estimated the legal value of their 
farms. Yet such valuations have governed assessors in putting 
the valuation of real estate in Columbia county at $40,429,866, 
as appears on the 23d page of the State Assessors' report for 1879. 
The only true valuation of farm lands is their net income. 
Their gross income in 1840, as appears by the census now 
before me, was $2,603,456. In 1845 it was $2,152,118, as will 
be seen by the census and on the 288th page of the lately pub- 
lished Political History. In 1878 it was $2,414,012, as will be 
seen by the 43d page of the State Assessors'' report for that 
year. One-third of the gross is the net income of lands, as 
established by long-time usaga Of course the net income of 
the farm lands in the county for 1840 was $867,818. The 
principal that would produce that amount of interest was 
$12,402,019. The real estate in railroads is $4,216,000. The 
capital employed in manufactures, as appears on the 139th page 
of the County History was $5,033,505. Eeal estate in the city" 
of Hudson, other than railroads, is $3,000,000. 

Value of farm lands in Columbia county f 12,402,019 

Railroads 4,216,000 

Manufacturing capital 5,033|505 
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Real estate in Hudson, in county $3,000,000 

Gross real estate $24,651,524 

Personal estate 6, 276, 905 

Gross amount of taxable property $29,928,429 

State Assessors' valuation 29,737,336 

$191,093 

In the foregoing statement Stockport is assessed for — 

Farm lands $ 421 ,928 

Railroads 204,700 

Manufacturing capital 814,700 

Personal property 64,440 

$1,505,768 

Hillsdale is assessed for — 

Farm lands $719, 385 

Railroads 40,000 

Personal estate 104,100 

$863,485 

Under the Supervisors' equalized valuation the people of 
Hillsdale are made to pay the gross sum of $8,472, while the 
people of Stockport were only required to pay the gross sum of 
$4,544. 

On the 137th page of the lately published County History it 
appears that in Columbia county $5,033,505 of manufacturing 
capital produced $6,737,568 value of products, while by the 
foregoing it is shown that $12,402,019 of farming capital pro- 
duced $2,414,012 of products, and yet requiring three-fold more 
expense in labor than was required by that vast excess of 
manufactured products. In McPherson's Handbook and in the 
Centennial Gazetteer the same state of things prevails through- 
out the whole United States, where it required 6,000,000 of 
laborers with $11,000,000,000 of capital in agriculture to create 
$2,447,588,658 of products, while it required only 2,053,996 
laborers with $2,118,208,769 capital in manufacture to create 
$4,232,325,442 of products ; while eighty-eight per cent, of the 
expenses of the government were imposed upon real estate, as 
appears in the late message of the Governor of the State. Will 
an intelligent people allow this state of things to continue? 
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Must so large a proportion of the expense of the government 
"with its enormous corruptions be thrown upon agriculture? 
Must manufactures be petted at its expense? Must in this way 
our government be revolutionized and the people be robbed of 
their liberties? Such certainly will be the case unless the 
people in their integrity shall put down a corrupted ballot box- 

"IIow oft a Rothcbild's or a Baring's loan 
Proves not a merely speculative hit, 
But seats an empire or upsets a tlirone !'* 

More than half the wealth of the people of the United States 
consists of debts, in the language of the great Eepublican 
financier, (Jay Cook) ** debts due from the people to the 
people ;" in reality, due from the millions to a few plundering 
Kothchilds and Barings. Will the people consent to let them 
seat an empire upon our upset republic ? To guard against such 
a result the people should commence at our coming spring 
election. 

They have got to encounter a terrible corrupt organization 
already prepared for them. The supervisors to be elected 
should not be men who by a corrupt bargain would be only 
Democrat in name but Eepublican in financial policy, but they 
should be men of integrity, intelligence and firmness, who will 
set their faces against corrupt expenditures, and who will peti- 
tion the legislature for the repeal of obnoxious laws ; and who 
■will see that agricultural lands shall be valued upon their net 
income, and the five millions of manufacturing capital and four 
millions of railroad should, in equalizing, be charged to the 
towns in which they are located ; and if only sixty-four thou- 
sand dollars personal property is assessed upon the people of a 
town which for forty years has had in operation a million of 
dollars worth of manufacturing capital, in one establishment of 
which it has been newspaper boast that sixty thousand dollars 
of net income has been produced in fifteen months, the assessor 
making such estimate should be reported and dealt with accord- 
ing to law ; and, in equalizing, agricultural towns should not be 
assessed twelve and seven-tenths mills on the dollar for State 
and County expenses, and for both real and personal property, 
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while the petted towns were assessed only six and a half mills 
on the dollar on both ; and that equalization tables should be 
made understandingly, according to law, and not according to 
the caprice of designing men, requiring an expert to compre- 
hend them. The supervisors to be elected should be men who, 
if all the foregoing provisions are not complied with, should 
firmly appeal to a higher tribunal. Intelligent supervisors, 
though in a minority, could cause all such grievances to be 
redressed. 
February 21, 1881. 
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NATIONAL DEBTS. 
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In a late number of Harper's Weekly the wealth of Great 
Britain is estimated at $44,400,000,000 ; that of France at $26,- 
700,000,000 ; that of the United States at $32,000,000,000 ; 
that of Germany at $22,000,000,000, and that of Russia at 
$15,000,000,000. Of the wealth of the United States, $11,- 
124,958,747 consisted in agriculture, producing an annual 
income of $2,539,007,408. The capital invested in manufac- 
tures was $2,118,208,769, producing an annual income of $4,- 
232,325,442. The capital invested in railroads, cities and other 
corporations was about $5,600,000,000, and about $10,000,000,- 
000 consisted in National, State and corporate indebtedness. 
The national indebtedness is called " a national blessing," and 
its payment **an inconceivable national niisfortune," in a 
pamphlet published by Jay Cook, as general subscription agent 
of the government in 1865, [McLaughlin Brothers of Philadel- 
phia being the printers.] If, then, the doctrine be true that a 
national debt is national wealth and a national blessing, and 
some $15,000,000,000 could be added to our national indebted- 
ness, we should become not only the wealthiest but the happiest 
people of the world. 

As Eepublicans will soon have the whole control of our 
government — ^Executive, Legislative and Judicial ; they can 
easily and plausibly contract that debt by assuming to pay the 
expenses of the South in the late civil war and the value of 
their emancipated slaves, including fifteen years' interest. If 
that war was prosecuted on account of slavery, of which the 
people of the North were the producers, or to preserve the 
Union, which Kepublican policy had put to hazard, or to aid 
the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society in obtaining all the 
most valuable portion of the public domain, or to create a debt 
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as an excuse for imposing high duties upon imports for the 
benefit of manufacturers, or to reconstruct the government for 
the purpose of depriving States of their constitutional sover- 
eignty over their internal interests, then there would be a 
plausible excuse for paying the South for their sacrifices and 
expenses in the civil war. If the war was commenced and 
prosecuted for months by the Executive head of the general 
government, as decided by the Supreme Court in the case of 
Edward Matthews against Nelson McStra, it would also afford 
a plausible excuse for paying the sacrifices and expenses of the 
South in the civil war. If payment of those sacrifices and 
expenses are due injustice, no amendment of the constitution 
can bar their payment, as justice was one of the inviolate 
objects for which the constitution was made. So, therefore, if 
those knavish New England shylocks, who have already pos- 
sessed themselves of so large a majority of the wealth of the 
nation, can possess themselves also of a large proportion of the 
claims for those Southern sacrifices and expenses, their payment 
will be assumed by their party now in power, and will be added 
to our existing national debt Our condition then can be 
expressed in the language of Daniel DeFoe : 

"Never a people did exist before 
So very rich and yet so very poor ; 
In business life there ne*er again can be 
More abject slaves, though nominally free." 

Having the absolute control of all the departments of our 
government, and having become the owners of three-fourths of 
the national wealth, the future weal or woe of our country will 
also be under their control, and what we have to expect of them 
upon the score of humanity we can judge from their antecedents. 
While now expressing great sympathy for the slave, they and 
tbeir ancestors for all time have made the producing of that 
slavery one of their most cherished interests. They have made 
use of their Boston rum to debauch a portion of the people of 
Africa, and then using them in slaughtering and capturing 
others, leaving their children to perish around the ashes of their 
habitations ; and after exposing the survivors to all the horrors 
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of the middle passage, causing them to be sold into perpetual 
slavery. 

And then in our late civil war, without again referring to the 
recklessness of its commencement and the barbarity of its prose- 
cution, I will again refer to its characteristics as exhibited in the 
battle of Manasses, where twenty thousand wounded men were 
for four long days and nights left to suffer, starve and die within 
two hours' ride from Washington. Some humane men went 
on their own account to the relief of those sufferers, and as stated 
in the New York Ledger of December 7th, 1878, Bishop Clark, 
of Ehode Island, plead with the President of the United States 
to also contribute to such relief, to which the President replied : 
*^ I do not want to recognize the Southern Confederacy ; I never 
" sent a flag of truce. If the South have sent to us our wound- 
" ed men, I have not the capital to make return." When sub- 
sequently relenting for having been made the instrument for 
producing such scenes, his seeking to make atonement procured 
his assassination. When men capable of such barbarities have 
obtained the control of our government, and by cunning and 
knavery have possessed themselves of three-fourths of the 
national wealth, can the farmers and laborers of our country, 
who have composed three-fourths of our voting population, ex- 
pect to be anything but slaves in the future ? The apathy with 
which they have looked on and seen their liberties sacrificed 
may be characterized in the language of the poet — 

"The lamb thy riot doomed to bleed to-day, 
Had he thy reason would he skip and play ? 
Pleased to the last he crops the flowery food, 
And licks the hand upraised to shed his blood." 

The taxes that the farmer now pays, though heavier than 
those imposed upon any other people, are light in comparison 
to what they will be required to pay in the future ; and starva- 
tion will be the fate of the laborer unless he consents to be the 
servile slave of his employer. 

February 24, 1881. 
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The Varied Mutations of the Republican 

Party. 



• m 



In Frank Leslie's Popular Monthly of June, 1878, Mr. Alfred 
n. Guernsey gives a history of ten of the most prominent 
leaders of the Democratic and Kepublican parties. He says the 
cardinal principle of the Democracy was the sovereignty of the 
several States in all except what they have delegated to a 
general government. The cardinal principles of the Republi- 
cans in all their mutations of fortune and changes of name has 
been the sovereignty of the nation as opposed to the sovereignty 
of the several States. He said its name in the outset was 
Federalist Under that name the party distinguished its 
devotion to the sovereignty of the general government by 
making common cause witli the enemy in the war of 1812» 
They then assumed the name of Clintonians, because Dewitt 
Clinton favored the cause of the enemy in the war of 1812. 
They then took the name of Whigs, for the purpose of pro- 
curing the alliance of those who desired to tax all the people 
for the purpose of enriching a few in some individual States. 
They then assumed the name of anti-Masons, for the purpose 
of procuring allies. They then assumed the name of Know- 
Nothings, for the purpose of procuring the alliance of those 
who were opposed to foreigners and Catholics. They then 
conglomerated all these factions under the name of Republican, 
when, Mr. Guernsey says, slavery became the leading question. 
They have manifested their sincerity in theii* professed opposi- 
25 



190 POLITICAL HISTORY. 

tion to slavery by never uttering a word against the horrid 
African slave trade which was then carried on, and had been 
for centuries, and is still carried on as one of the most cherished 
interests of certain people in Massachusetts. 

And now, I repeat, Mr. Guernsey says their cardinal princi- 
ples are the sovereignty of the nation as opposed to the 
sovereignty of the States, and that such has been their 
principles through all their mutations of fortune and change of 
names. He says that such were the principles of Alexander 
Hamilton, and now I challenge him and the whole world of 
mankind to point out one word of Hamilton's in Elliot's De- 
bates, or in his whole history, where he ever uttered a word in 
favor of that policy. On the contrary, on the 355th page of the 
second volume of Elliot's Debates he said: "The States can 
" never lose their sovereign prerogatives till the whole Ameri- 
** can people are robbed of their liberties," and such were his 
declared principles throughout his whole history. Hamilton's 
principles were that the general government should be sovereign 
over the external interests of States, such as commerce and 
diplomacy; and that the President and Senate should be perma- 
nent and not elective ofiBcers ; and that the President should 
have a negative to the legislation which came within the juris- 
diction of Congress, while he was under the obligation to 
execute and enforce the laws. 

Mr. Guernsey claims that Webster and Clay were in favor of 
this Eepublican policy of national sovereignty. Now, Webster 
and Clay were parties to the compromise of 1860, in express 
opposition to which the Eepublican party was formed. Mr. 
Guernsey claims that Seward and Lincoln were in favor of that 
Eepublican policy of national sovereignty. Now, Mr. Lincoln 
and Mr. Seward were parties to an arrangement made with 
Southern commissioners on shipboard in Hampton Eoads^ and 
that Gen. Lee's army was surrendered under the provisions of 
that arrangement, and in consequence of that arrangement and 
surrender President Lincoln was assassinated and the life of Mr. 
Seward was only by a miracle preserved. Mr. Guernsey claims 
that " Washington was in favor of that Eepublican policy, but 
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" it was not his wish, and perhaps not his capacity to be the 
** leader of a party." Washington's negative history will best 
explain how far he was in sympathy with Eepublican policy. 

He never drew his sword in a cause the justice of which has 
ever been called in question ; nor in behalf of the rich against 
the poor ; nor in behalf of the many against the few ; nor in 
behalf of the strong against the weak ; nor on account of that 
slavery his constituents and their ancestors had produced; nor 
to save a Union that his constituents had knavishly pu{ to 
hazard ; nor to enable his constituents to plunder the whole 
people by taxes, bounties and tariffs ; nor to enable them to 
steal the public domain ; nor to enable them to reconstruct the 
government by depriving States of those sovereign prerogatives 
which had been conferred upon them by the crown and reserved 
to them in the articles of the confederation, and perfected to 
them in the constitution, and enjoyed by them for three-fourths 
of a century ; nor did he ever neglect to care for his wounded 
soldiers. He never favored the seating of a President who had 
not been elected by the people ; he never favored the election 
of a President under the influence of a subsidized press and 
pulpit and a corrupted ballot box ; he never sought to have the 
constitution amended in a way to do violene to an important 
object for which it had been made ; he never sought to have the 
military put down tlie civil power ; he never favored a salary 
grab or a credit mobilier or an official bribe ; he never favored 
a military tribunal when a state of war did not exist, through 
which an innocent woman was hung. When considering all 
these negative circumstances it is easy to understand how far 
Washington was Eepublican in his proclivities or capacitated 
to be one. March 10, 1881. 
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STATE SOVEREIGNTY, 
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Who were its Distinguished Advocates? 
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Mr. Guernsey, in his history of ten of the most prominent 
politicians of our country and the leaders of the two great 
political parties during most of our national history, says on 
the 64th page of Frank Leslie's Popular Monthly for June, 1878, 
that " Washington, perhaps not having the capacity requisite 
" for the leader of a party, brought Hamilton and Jeflerson into 
" his cabinet, both thorough patriots, but opposed to each other 
" on most vital questions." 

Those questions, as I have already shown, were in respect to 
the Senate and Executive departments of the government 
Upon the subject of State sovereignty over all their internal 
interests they were agreed, and if possible Mr. Hamilton was its 
most earnest advocate, he expressly claiming that ** the States 
" could not lose those rights till the whole American people 
" were robbed of their liberties." Mr. Webster alBirraed the 
game doctrine in his speech at Fanueil Hall in 1820, and again 
in his reply to Mr. Hayne in Congress in 1830, and again in the 
compromises of 1833 and 1850, and in consequence the doors of 
Fanueil Hall were shut against him. Mr. Clay was always an 
advocate of the principles of State sovereignty, and in conse- 
quence was a party to the compromises of 1833 and 1850. Mr. 
Lincoln advocated that principle while in Congress, and for the 
salvation of that principle he dictated the terms of surrender of 
Eobert E. Lee's army, and that act cost Mr. Lincoln his life and 
saved to the people of the country all the liberty they have 
enjoyed from bayonet rule since, and saved Gen. Lee from the 
hands of the executioner. 
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It was for his concurring with President Lincoln that nearly 
cost Mr. Seward his life. It was for the encroachment of the 
Crown upon the sovereign rights of the States over their internal 
interests that brought the war of the revolution. Those rights 
were expressly reserved in the first articles of the confederation. 
They were expressly provided for in the constitution, and their 
perfection was one of the objects for which the constitution waa 
mada Under those principles the government never erected a 
fort or lighthouse or other building within a State without first 
getting the consent of the Legislature of the State to do so. 
Under these principles Massachusetts conveyed sovereignty and 
jurisdiction over Boston Corner to New York ; and Vermont 
conveyed sovereignty and jurisdiction over Fair Haven to New 
York ; and Congress in both cases gave consent to such trans* 
fer. And now Eepublicans are calling the doctrine of State 
rights a pernicious policy. The Eev. G. Et. Fowler, editor of the 
New York Christian Advocate^ in his paper of August 15th, 1878, 
said *^the great war had put that question down, and it was 
madness to refer to it, and it was too late to reopen it" And 
Mr. Secretary Sherman, in a speech at Portland, Maine, in July, 
1879, said : " If I felt at liberty to choose the theme most im- 
" portant to you and the whole people of the United States, I 
"would present the revival by the Democratic party of the 
"doctrine of State rights. That doctrine has been the evil 
" genius of American politics. It led to the late rebellion. 
"Every life that was sacrificed and the treasure that was wasted 
"in that war were the bitter fruits of that doctrine." 

In advocating the doctrine of State rights, Mr. Webster said 
in his speech of 1820, that what Republicans have called their 
protective system would make the few immensely rich and the 
many very poor, and time and experience has demonstrated the 
truth of his declaration. That wealth in the hands of the few 
has now got the political control of the nation in all the branches 
of the- government; and the people on the Pacific coast from 
Puget Sound to the Gulf of California, and on the Atlantic 
coast from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to that of Mexico, have a 
common voice in all the civil and industrial interests of the 
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State oi New York. Because schools are better in some States 
than in others, all must be placed under this common control. 
Because the products of the diflerent States must be carried ovet 
the roads and canals of all the States, all must be put under that 
common control. And because a few in a remote location are 
found practicing like the Patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
when God promised them that in their seed all the nations of 
the earth should be blessed, the religion of the nation must be 
placed under the control of the common interest, which now in 
the hands of the wealthy few have got the chains riveted upon 
the people. The worst government that the mind of man can 
conceive is a monied aristocracy, where no one is responsible, or 
the responsibility is so divided that a sense of infamy is no pro- 
tection against the blackest crimes. 

To sum up this subject, it may be observed that from 1620 to 
1776, by special grants of the Crown, the people of what was 
once actually and are now nominally the occupants of the Uni- 
ted States, were in the full indulgence of those pernicious princi- 
ples of State rights, so far from being limited in their domestic 
relations to the practices of the Patriarchs, that according to the 
history of the Eev. Jeremy Belknap, in the State of Maine the 
men had the same common interest in the women that they had 
in their fishing boats. And in religion they whipped, hung and 
banished Quakers and Baptists at their pleasure, and sold their 
children into slavery. When the King for the purpose of bene- 
fiting the royal exchequer, did violence to those State rights by 
the imposition of taxes, it brought on the war of the revolution 
in which that pestilent doctrine of State rights triumphed, and 
(according to Mr. Guernsey) under the teachings of such men as 
Jefferson, Calhoun, Jackson, Benton and Douglass, has contin- 
ued to do so up to 1861. Then Eepublicans having got posses- 
sion of the sword and purse of the nation, they did not wait the 
tardy action of Congress, but plunged into the civil war in 
which, after the insignificant sacrifice of a million of lives and 
ten thousand millions of treasure, they succeeded in their object, 
but have been kept out of the enjoyment of its fruit for fifteen 
years through the indiscretion of President Lincoln in dictating 
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the terms for the surrender of Gen. Lee's army. Now, however, 
having again possessed themselves of the sword and purse of 
the nation, they are at full liberty to establish a monied aristo- 
cracy, or seat an empire upon an upset Bepublia 
March 14, 1881. 
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GARFIELD'S INAUGURAL. 
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And Other Recent Political Expressions. 



-»—♦■■ 



From the top of that mountain of National, State and corpo- 
rate indebtedness which constitutes a large portion of our boasted 
national wealth, and which Eepublican policy has been made to 
accumulate, and which the great Republican financier has called 
a national blessing, President Garfield in his late inaugural has 
raised a triumphant shout. As one of the people from beneath 
that avalanche of debt, I beg leave to raise my humble voice in 
supplication. I will suggest that for the purpose of establishing 
justice and promoting the general (not the local) welfare of the 
people in their commercial and diplomatic relations, the several 
States conferred sovereignty over those subjects upon the general 
government It has been Republican policy to have the general 
government usurp the reserved prerogatives of the States, and to 
reverse the objects for which the constitution was made and the 
Union formed, by doing the great injustice of heaping burdens 
upon the many for the purpose of conferring wealth upon the 
few. It was in favor of this policy that President Garfield 
raised his triumphant shout, surrounded by an imperial display 
of thrilling fife and pealing drum and crashing horn and gleam- 
ing bayonets. In the language of the New York Sun of the 9th 
of March, inst, " Mr. Garfield thinks that all the power of the 
" nation should be employed in educating ignorant voters, and 
" the negroes of the South should be instructed at the expense 
" of the government ; and that General Garfield evidently thinks 
" tliat the farmers of the country are next in incompetency to 
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** the Ignorant negroes." Without exactly conceding the point, 
I will not argue the question as far as farmers are concerned, for 
constituting as they do a majority of the voters, the result of 
the late election would be a powerful evidence against ma But 
in promoting certain of the cherished interests of New England, 
millions of the nation's treasure has been expended in the cap- 
ture and importation into this country of African slaves ; and 
oceans of blood and mountains of treasure have been expended 
in freeing them from the slavery into which they had been re- 
duced by New England cupidity* Yet Gen. Garfield in his 
inaugural proposes that the commercial and diplomatic branch 
of our government should still further usurp the prerogative of 
the States by employing Yankee school masters to teach the 
negroes and farmers of the country so as to enable them to vote 
intelligently. 

Gen* Garfield in his inaugural says that the Mormon church 
shocks the moral sense of mankind, and he thinks the govern- 
ment ought to interfere. There is not a State in the Union but 
that would send a Mormon to the penitentiary should he attempt 
to indulge in polygamy within their borders, and would it not 
be well to leave that subject to the States where the constitution 
has placed it. The Patriarch Abraham indulged in polygamy. 
Ishmail was the son of one wife and Isaac of another, and yet 
God gave him the promise that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed, and we have had the Savior in fulfill- 
ment of that promise. Solomon, too, the wisest among men, 
wrote the Proverbs under Heavenly inspiration while practicing 
polygamy, and yet men capable of credit mobillier, salary grabs, 
&a, have their moral senses shocked at the idea of polygamy 
indulgence beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

Gen. Garfield in his inaugural would seem to make a distinc- 
tion between a State and a Territory ; but the crown of England 
never claimed a right to interfere with the internal policy of the 
territories which subsequently constituted the United States. 
It does not now claim a right to interfere with the internal policy 
of any of its territories, which are so extensive that the sun is 
ever shining upon some of them. And the unrepealed act of 
26 
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Congress of 1850, conceived by such statesmen and jurists as 
Daniel Webster, Henry Clay and Stephen A. Douglass, expressly 
provided that the people of the territories should have the abso- 
lute control of all their internal interests. In fact, Mr. Clay's 
biographer says : " To that object he devoted all his energies." 
(See Lanman's Congressional Directory, page 82 ) 

There is not a word in the inaugural in respect to the real 
commercial and diplomatic prerogatives of the government, but 
much in respect to and in favor of governmental usurpation of 
the reserved rights of States. That inaugural admits that States 
do possess certain reserved rights, but when the government has 
usurped prerogatives over schools, morals and industry, such as 
the inaugural has expressed and approbated, it will be difficult 
to discover what those reserved rights are. Those rights, ac- 
cording to the teachings of Alexander Hamilton, were of such 
importance that they could not be lost till the whole American 
people were robbed of their liberties and sovereignty. Supreme 
power without restriction was conveyed to New York over 
Boston Corner by Massachusetts, and Fair Haven by Ver- 
mont, with the expressed approbation of Congress, and no 
intelligent man will dispute that those prerogatives extended 
over the whole State. If, according to Fisher Ames, the impo- 
sition of duties upon imports taken in exchange for fish exported 
would carry devastation throughout New England in 1783, a 
duty of fifty per cent, upon imports taken in exchange for 
agricultural productions exported would necessarily produce the 
same result upon the farming interest It would subject the 
farmers to the caprice of the middle men and their employers^ 
and such farmers as would support a party that favored that 
tariff policy would strongly indicate that they, as well as negroes, 
needed the aid of the Yankee school master. That farmers 
should submit to bear three-fourths of the burdens of taxation, 
while their products were less than half those of the manufactur- 
ers in towns, counties. States and nation, would seem to indicate 
that they, as well as negroes, needed the aid of the Yankee 
school masters. That clergymen and other professional men 
should favor that policy would seem to indicate a want of moral 
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influence among them, or a preponderance of selfish influence. 
Among clergymen we may suspect too great an infusion of that 
Jesuitism accouched at Boston by Oliver Johnson and others, 
among whom the name of Joshua E. Giddings was a recorded 
member, and in whose footsteps his successor in the Ashtabula 
district, under the mantle of Campbelliteism, may be following in 
religion as well as politics. 

The late letter of Secretary Windom has got a great snake in 
the grass upon the subject of impending evils. It is the injudi- 
cious interference of government that has produced the evils he- 
points out, and by subjecting the industry of the country to the 
natural laws of trade would only produce the remedy. Like 
slavery, injudicious laws produced it, forming an excuse for in- 
judicious laws to put it down. The same may be said of most 
of the other evils that are rampant in our country. If the 
original principles of our government could be restored, and the 
industy of our country could be left to the natural laws of trade, 
universal labor would find profitable employment, and universal, 
prosperity would prevail. It is proverbial that the people in the 
United States are governed too much. It is proverbial that the 
cities in Switzerland are the least yet the best governed cities in 
•the world. Laws should protect rights, while business interests 
should be free. Bad laws should not be made to remed/ the 
mischief of bad laws. 

However high the boasted mountain, or however grand the 
imperial display, or however ardent the maternal or nuptial 
kisses, before adopting Gen. Garfield's recommendation of the 
Yankee school master for either negroes or farmers, it would be 
well to consider that it is in proof on 212th page of the Massachu- 
setts Bureau ffeport for 1877, and elsewhere, that there is threefold 
more crime existing under the influence of the Yankee school 
master than elsewhere, either in England or America. Before 
confiding too implicitly in Gen. Garfield's expressions in favor 
of the public welfare, prudent men should bear in mind that 
while taking his oath of oflice his imperial bayonets were con- 
trolling the entrance to the halls of legislation. 

March 22, 1881. 
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SUBVERSION OF THE GOVERN 

MENT. 



» » 



Mr. Botts, in his history of the American Eerolution, says 
that one of its objects was the establishment of a government 
which would protect the weak against the strong, the poor 
against the rich, and all against their superiors. The present 
operations of the government are decidedly in opposition to that 
object Chancellor Livingston, as chairman of the convention 
in the State of New York, said the object of the constitution 
was the establishment of a government in opposition to one of 
force and fraud. The present action of the government is de- 
cidedly in opposition to that principle. He stated that one of 
the main supports of the government under the constitution was 
a pure and perfect religion. The government has lost that 
support, as religion to a great extent has degenerated into a 
political Jesuitism accouched at Boston by Oliver Johnson and • 
others, under the influence of which wickedness and crime, as 
stated by the Massachusetts Bureau, " has become universally 
rampant, and an honest man in office has become a great rarity." 
And, as stated by one of the most distinguished Congregational 
clergymen of Boston, while standing upon the brink of the grave 
into which he was sinking by an incurable disease, in which he 
said under the caption of experience as a minister : " I have 
" not found the moral tone of ministers higher thaft that of law- 
" yers, their motives purer or their behavior more honest, but 
" many of them are prostituting their voices and ecclesiastical 
"positions to make popular sins appear decent, and are, like 
" tricksy harlots, letting out their persons to strangers' unholy 
" lusts." 

One of the declared objects in the preamble to the Federal 
constitution was the perfecting of a government, the first princi- 
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pie of which was sovereignty of the States over all their internal 
interests. That principle is now denounced as infamous by the 
supporters of the present government, and one of the govern- 
ment officers in a late speech has charged to that principle all 
the blood and treasure expended in the late civil war. One of 
the declared objects of the constitution was the establishment of 
Justice. Under the present action of the government the few 
are made immensely rich and the many doomed to everlasting 
poverty. Debts contracted in gold have been made payable in 
almost worthless paper, and investments made in almost worth- 
less paper have been made payable in gold. Taxes have been 
imposed upon the poor, while the rich have been exempted from 
taxation. 

One of the declared objects of the constitution was to insure 
domestic tranquility, whereas it has been the policy of the gov- 
ernment to provoke and wage a most lamentable civil war, and 
to stir up never dying hatred among people whose life business 
requires them to live together. 

One of the objects of the constitution was to provide for the 
common defence, whereas the most prominent authors of the 
present government made common cause with the enemy when 
the government was involved in a war in the defence of oae of 
its most important interests. 

One of the objects of the constitution was to promote the gene- 
ral welfare, whereas the present policy of the government is to 
bestow the largest portion of the wealth of the nation upon a few 
in a limited section of the country, and to do it by wicked and 
partial legislation and by a corruption of the ballot box. 

One of the objects of the constitution was to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, whereas one of the 
most cherished interests of the authors of our present govern- 
ment has been the African, slave trade, and millions of the labor- 
ers in their factories must talk, act and vote in abject submission 
to their employers under the penalty of starvation, as reported 
by the Massachusetts Bureau. 

Such are the characteristics of our present government — 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial. It has the sword and 
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purse of the nation in its hands, and by its policy the largest 
portion of the wealth of the nation, and all the most valuable 
portion of the public domain, are in the hands of the supporters 
of the present government, and a large portion of the public 
press and pulpit are corrupted and subsidized for its support It 
has a population of six millions of Africans as voters in peace or 
as mercenaries in war. Its boasted modification of the Burlin-. 
game treaty has proved to be a humbug ; and, as will be seen 
in the New York Observer of March 24th, on the previous 
Thursday nine hundred and ninety-nine Chinese arrived at San 
Francisco in the steamer City of Peking from Hong Kong. And 
at no distant day countless millions of these Asiatics will be 
filling our workshops or occupants upon the stolen public 
domain, to be used as voters in peace or as mercenaries in war. 
The result of the late election, and a little bribery, has put 
into the hands of the General Government the power to con- 
tinue this policy for four years to come, and there is but one 
peaceful remedy which should be put in immediate requisition, 
or all the objects for which our Union was formed will be lost 
forever. March 29, 1881. 
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THE PARTY OF CORRUPTION. 



• ♦ » 



How the Ballot Box may be Purified and 
Freedom at the Polls Secured. 



-♦- ♦■ •- 



Our goverament is solidly Kepublican in all its branches — 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial. Their principles are solidly 
in opposition to all the objects for which the Union was formed. 
They have got possession of the sword and purse of the nation 
and of all the most valuable of the public domain. They have 
subsidized to a large extent the press and pulpit. By their 
policy they have made the few immensely rich and the many 
correspondingly poor, and have overwhelmed the ballot box 
with corruption and made wickedness and crime rampant 
throughout our country. By corrupting or oppressing laborers 
they have succeeded in obtaining their ascendency ; and noth- 
ing but an organized effort of that honest intelligence which 
must be existing among a majority of the people can prevent 
our government from degenerating into a condition disgraceful 
to civilization. That organization should trumpet-tongued be 
in favor of all the original principles of our government. It 
should zealously, unitedly and liberally sustain such statesmen 
and» editors as by their antecedents have shown themselves to be 
honestly in favor of those first principles. It should cautiously 
avoid taking men into their confidence who become advocates 
for those principles for the purpose of defeating them. Such an 
organization may overawe and restrain men, although proverbial 
knaves, from working the total ruin of our political institutions 
till the people can have another opportunity of giving an ex- 
pression of their sentiments through the ballot box. 



204 POLITICAL msTORY* 

In the meantime that ballot box should be purified. Every 
State should pass most efficient laws to expose and punish its 
corrupters, and government interference by marshals or other* 
wise should preeraptorily be prohibited. Heavy fines should be 
imposed for the first offence of attempting to influence the vote 
of a man by either money, patronage, or otherwise, one-half to 
go to the complainant Disfranchisement should be added to 
the fine for a second offence, and the penitentiary should be 
added for a third offence. And every inducement should be 
held out to the man corrupted to expose the corrupter. Let that 
policy be once thoroughly adopted and the weak will become 
most effectually protected against the strong, and the poor 
against the rich, and all against their superiors, as was avowedly 
one of the main objects of the war of the Revolution. Prohibit 
the General Government from interfering in any way with the 
industry of the country, but leave such industry to the natural 
laws of trade, and our Union would become as firm as the ever* 
lasting hills, without the interference of force or fraud. Let 
clergymen teach that the attributes of the Deity are infinite love, 
and religion in its purity will prevail among men, and the 
wickedness and crime will cease to be rampant which has been 
nursed into existence by clerical teachings that God in his treat- 
ment of human beings, in both physical and spiritual existence, 
has exceeded our worst conceptions of the devil. 

If the General Government will confine itself to its commer- 
cial and diplomatic prerogatives, and leave the States to the 
original sovereignty and jurisdiction over all their internal, civil 
and industrial interests, a perfect Union would be formed, jus- 
tice will be established, tranquility will be insured, the common, 
defence provided for, the general welfare promoted, and the 
blessings of liberty secured to ourselves and our posterity. • 

April 11, 1881. 
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SOVEREIGNTY OF THE STATES. 



♦ • 



As Irrevokably Laid Down in the Consti- 
tution. 



The sovereignty of the several States was the first provisioa 
in the Union of the States. Its perfection was one of the 
objects for which the constitution was made, and was therefore 
not susceptible of change under the provision for the amend- 
ment of the constitution. It has been recognized by the trans- 
fer of territory from State to State, and by thousands of acts of 
all the branches of the government To guard against its viola- 
tion was one of the special objects of the compromise of 1850, 
to which the most distinguished men of our country were par- 
ties. But for the destruction of that object it is more openly 
conceded that the Eepublican party was formed in 1856, and in 
pursuit of the destructing of that principle, Secretary Sherman 
has recently declared in a public speech in Maine, that all the 
blood and treasure was expended in the civil war, and the 
political and religious subsidized press of the Eepublican party 
are declaring trumpet-tongued that that principle was destroyed 
by the civil war. 

By a technical provision of the constitution the Eepublican 
party obtained possession of the sword and purse of the nation 
through but a little over 1,800,000 votes out of over -1,000,000. 
Having obtained that power, a Mr. Harvey was employed to 
produce a collision of arms in South Carolina, and as an excuse 
for which the President, without the authority of Congress and 
in conceded violation of the constitution, called an army into 
27 
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the field and invaded a peaceful State, and declared a blockade, 
and suspended the writ of habeas corpus, and refused to obey 
the mandate of the Supreme Court, and the liberty of speech and 
the presa As a consequence of their violations of the constitu- 
tion and that civil war, the people have become demoralized and 
wickedness and crime has become rampant, and an honest man 
in office has become a great rarity. The wealth of the nation 
and the most valuable portion of the public domain has passed 
into the hands of the few, the people are being crushed under a 
mountain of debt and the ballot box through corruption is rapidly 
becoming a mere mockery. Through these influences the Ke- 
publican party has again got the unchecked control of the sword 
and purse of the nation. Instead of a Mr. Harvey the President 
Could employ government marshals or carpet-baggers to excite a 
collision of arms among negroes, and in accordance with the 
precedent they have already set, call a million of men into the 
field and declare a blockade, and suspend the writ of habeas 
corpus, and refuse to obey the mandate of the Courts, and deny 
the liberty of speech and the press, and invade any of the States, 
and, as at his inauguration, the President could employ his im- 
perial bayonets to block the passage of even members to the 
halls of legislation, and if he pleased partition the whole coun- 
try into lordships and manors like the Ashtabula district 
Profiting by his experience and the example of 1864, the Presi- 
dent can call a million of men into the field, requiring the 
people to be taxed a thousand dollars for the commutation of 
each, thereby replenishing his individual exchequer with a 
thousand million of dollars, and then if he pleases he can put 
his gleaming bayonets into the hands of a million of Africans 
and Asiatics, as leaders of whom young men have already been 
educated, and in ninety days under existing laws a million of 
those Asiatics can be placed in our workshops, or on the public 
domain that has been filched from our government 

Instead of fifty a hundred per cent duty may be imposed 
upon imports taken in exchange for agricultural exports, and 
three millions annually instead of three hundred thousand dol- 
lars may be paid in bounties from the public treasury for the 
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benefit of certain petted interests. And instead of sixty mil- 
lions annually, hundreds of millions may be paid to the Africans 
and Asiatic mercenaries that the President may employ to 
enforce his usurped imperial authority. From the experience of 
the past is it at all unreasonable to anticipate that such may be 
our experience in the future? All this was anticipated as possi- 
ble to occur by those who made our constitution. And in 
answer to such anticipations Alexander Hamilton said the States 
will always stand b, protection against such usurpations, and the 
States could never be deprived of the power to do so till the 
whole American people were robbed of their liberties. Now let 
me call upon intelligent Republicans who have a particle of 
patriotism beating their bosoms to look at the subject and see if 
my fears and anticipations are not well founded, and see if they 
are not willing to join in an effort to save our political institu- 
tions from the ruin that is pending over them. 
April X8, 1881. 
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PUBLIC CORRUPTION. 



♦ ♦■ 



How it Originated, and how it may be 

Checked. 



■• ■♦ 



The ballot box is the foundation upon which all popular gov- 
ernments must stand, and when that becomes corrupted such 
government will sooner or later become revolutionized. Such 
being the condition of the people of the United States, it will be 
well to review the history of that corruption. The root of that 
corruption was planted in that clause of the Federal Constitution 
which unamendably provicjed for the protection of the African 
slave trade up to 1808. It was nurtured in those acts of 1793 
which appropriated money from the national treasury to be paid 
in bounties to the New England fisheries, and in drawbacks 
upon those fish exported, and on the salt used in the curing 
of those fish, and on the rum exported to be used in the 
African slave trade, and in the act by which those fishermen 
could use or sell their superannuated vessels with their mani- 
fests to be used with impunity in that slave trade. That cor- 
ruption was further nurtured by Massachusetts making common 
cause with the enemy in the war of 1812. It has made luxuriant 
growth under the policy of internal improvement by the General 
Government, and has ripened into maturity under the protective 
tariff policy. It threw the sword and purse of the government 
into Eepublican hands in 1860, with which they plunged into 
the civil war without any regard to the provisions of the con- 
stitution. It has again thrown that sword and purse into their 
hands, and having concentrated the wealth of the nation and the 
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most valuable portion of the public domain in the hands of the 
few, they unblushingly announce the revolution perfected by 
the deprivation of the States of all their reserved prerogatives. 

Their accumulated wealth they use at elections in the pur- 
chase of the votes of all men corrupt enough to sell them. 
Having possessed themselves of all the most desirable corporate 
and manufacturing capital, they require their millions of em- 
ployes to vote under their dictation under the penalty of starva- 
tion. Having by their tariffs acquired the control of the foreign 
and domestic markets for agricultural productions, they enable 
their middle-men to exert a powerful influence over the votes of 
the farmers. They of course have subsidized a large portion of 
the public press and pulpit, and in the latter process the church 
property was raised from eighty-two to over a thousand millions 
of dollars, and the most corrupt portion of it is rapidly obtaining 
the power to dictate at the elections and every Presidential 
election is their harvest, as may be seen by the newspaper 
boasts of contributions for church purposes in this county dur- 
ing the past year. In one of the poorest towns in the county ^ ^ 
one of four settled clergymen reported the receipts in his con- 
gregation at over seventeen hundred dollars. Those clergymen 
have assumed a dictatorial tone, and the following is an exact 
copy of one of their circulars to candidates for important offices, 
sent me on the 15th of June, 1880, by a gentleman of undoubted 
veracity and under whose eye such circulars were issued : 

"Dbab Sir: — In order to pay the entire indebtedness of incurred 

by the trustees on account of , we whose names are hereunto sub- 
scribed agree to pay to said trustees the sums set opposite our respective 
names, said amounts to be paid in cash or by notes in five equal annual 
instaUments, bearing interest payable semi-annually." 

Of course where such circular is issued the election of the 
individual will largely depend upon the response he makes. 
When a church will descend to such a corruption of the ballot 
box, it cannot be surprising that wickedness and crime should 
largely be prevailing among the people. These corruptions to 
which I have called attention are under a most thorough organi- 
zation throughout the United States. And yet to the credit of 
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the American people it must be said that the elections for the 
last six years have demonstrated that with an equal organization 
the honest intelligence of the people would have greatly pre- 
ponderated. Such organization should now be made, and the 
most liberal patronage should be given to those statesmen and 
editors who for all time have stood the advocates of the first 
principles of our government. It should be borne in mind that 
those statesmen and those editors have had to encounter all the 
injury to their reputations and property that unscrupulous 
knaves could inflict upon them. In their organization the hon- 
est, intelligent people should be careful not to place confidence 
in such men as H. C. Sloan, over whom the Columbia Hepubli" 
can of the 14th inst raised a triumphant shout, or such men 
IMS Mahone, who has thrown a black mantle over the United 
States Senate. It is to such professed Democrats as King, Ham* 
lin, Stanton and Grant, that wickednes3 and crime are now in 
political ascendant in the QQuntry, 
April 26, 1S31. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF HATE. 
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Political and Moral Scandals in the Church. 



' • » ♦■ 



The Jews were in their early history Gcxi^s chosen people* 
To their patriarch fathers who, notwithstanding they held slavesi 
and practiced polygamy, God gave the promise that in their seed 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. Under Divine 
inspiration, notwithstanding, Moses and the Prophets lived and 
acted, and David wrote the Psalms and Solomon the Proverbs, 
yet tinder political influences they became corrupted to th6 
extent that they crucified the Saviour, and by exposing theif 
corruptions under the New Testament dispensatign religion be- 
came purified and mankind reformed, raising the people of the 
christian world above all others in the scale df civilization. 

After a lapse of fifteen centuries politics corrupted the christ-' 
ian church, and by exposing those corruptions it became purified 
under what was called the Eeformation. 

Politics has now corrupted a large portion of the clergy in thid 
Country. Through it they have accumulated mountains of 
wealth, while wickedness and crime have had a corresponding in- 
crease. One of the most distinguished among the clergy in 
giving his experience among them, has compared a large portion 
of them to tricksy harlots. Hundreds of them have shouted 
•*iGrlory to God " because the country was involved in civil war^ 
and shouted *' God be praised " at the sentiment that the flow of 
human blood gave evidence that " Christ was about to establish 
his kingdom upon the earth." And hundreds of them sat and 
tacitly approved the sentiment that "shot and shell should be 
tused to punish even women for their prejudices." 
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The God they present for people to reverence is not one of 
love, but one whose cruelty cannot be exceeded by human 
imagination. Of course, instead of inculcating a spirit of love 
among the people, they are striving to excite hatred — individual, 
sectional, and sectarian. When these influences of the clergy 
have done most to bring the free institutions bequeathed to us 
by our patriot fathers to ruin, and I have proposed reform by 
the exposure of these corruptions, I find myself rebuked in a 
communication that I have just received, by the emphatic 
inquiry : " Is it possible that you can approbate a reform among 
the clergy by a means that will scandalize the church ?" The 
clergy are the hand and eye of the church, and it is a Divine 
command that if the one offend cut it off, and if the other offend 
pluck it out A church is already scandalized when its clergy 
seeks political control by corrupting the ballot box. No man 
but the meanest tool of knaves will seek official positions through 
such corruptions. Such knaves would not hesitate to take a 
DeGollier bribe, or soil his hands with credit mobilier stock or 
salary grabs, and then swear to an untruth to conceal it. He 
would be a fit subject to sit as one of the Court which 
should consign to death a Mrs. Surratt, or sit upon a commis- 
sion to place one in the Presidential chair who had never been 
elected by the people. He would be one willing to serve the 
devil under the panoply of Heaven. He is one who under a 
religious profession would conceal his affiliation with the follow- 
ers of George Thompson and Oliver Johnson. He would be an 
appropriate representative of the Ashtabula district, following 
in the political and religious footsteps of Joshua E. Giddings. 
In fine, he would be a fit representative of the Eepublican party 
which is seeking by reconstruction to revolutionize our govern- 
ment, depriving States of all their reserved prerogatives, and 
securing their usurpations through a corrupted ballot box or 
bayonets in the hands of Asiatics and Africans. 

The inspired writers of the New Testament did not hesitate 
to scandalize God's chosen people when it became necessary to 
produce reform ; and the editor of the New York Th-ibune^ and 
the leaders of the Eepublican party generally, should not allow 
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themselves to be shocked at having what they are pleased to call 
*' throwing mud " at the people by an allusion to the antecedents 
of those who acquired high official positions through a corrupted 
ballot box. May 3, 188L 
28 
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EVILS OF THE COUNTRY. 



• ♦ 



# 4 Those who fear that exposing the corruption of the clergy 
would scandalize the church, may take courage at the fact that 
exposing the wickedness of Judas Iscariot purified instead of 
scandalized the church, notwithstanding he was one of the 
twelve Apostles. Those who think that true religion can be 
promoted by giving to the Almighty the characteristics of the 
devil instead of those of infinite love, should be admonished 
that it is their teachings that has produced all this mischief, 
wickedness and corruption that has existed in the church during 
its whole history. It is such teachings as theirs that carried us 
to politics that has produced all- the evils in our country, and if 
not checked immediately will produce the ruin of our free insti- 
tutions. 

Instead of sustaining our political institutions by the mutual 
benefits that would occur from the natural laws of trade, they 
seek by artificial means to make the few immensely rich by a 
means that would entail lasting poverty upon the many. Instead 
of a Union cemented by mutual benefits, they seek to establish 
one of force and fraud. Instead of inculcating a spirit of love 
among the people, they seek to stir up hatred — ^individual, sec- 
tional, and sectarian — and when they see their policy producing 
the worst evils that Heaven in its judgment could inflict upon a 
wicked people, with all the exultation that the devil must have 
felt on the occasion they have shouted " Glory to God," and 
claimed it as an evidence that Christ was about to establish his 
kingdom upon the earth. 

When Abraham Lincoln sought to avert the evils they were 
seeking to bring upon the country, they procured his assassin- 
ation, and to conceal the crime procured the execution of an 
innocent woman. To aid in attaining their object by Asiatic 
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bayonets and Asiatic scholars, the Burlingame treaty was made, 
and to conceal the object of that treaty they have made use of a 
mysteriously forged Morey letter, if they were not actually the 
authors of the forgery. Perhaps at their suggestion the railroad 
is now being built through the British possessions, from the 
Gulf of St Lawrence to the Pacific Ocean. It passes through a 
region of country superior in natural advantages, and only ex- 
ceeded by the United States in agricultural extent Its harbors 
lie more convenient to the markets of Europe and Asia than 
those of the United States, and its summer sun exceeds one 
hour daily that of the agricultural belt in the United States, 
and exceeding in that proportion the luxuriance and nutrition 
of its vegetation. 

As may be seen in the New York Sun of April 13th, they are 
advising through the columns of the newspapers to have the 
rivers and canals of the States thrown open to Canadian naviga- 
tion, by which, through another reciprocity arrangement, they 
will give to the Canadian farmers the control of the markets of 
the States and the West Indies. While the farmers of Canada 
are comparatively free from taxation, those of the States are 
groaning under a mountain of debt While the farmers of 
Canada have their imports comparatively free from duty, the 
duties upon the imports to the people of the States are almost 
prohibitory. While the people of Canada have sovereign con- 
trol over their civil and industrial interests, the people of the 
States have had their control over those interests usurped by a 
government proverbial for its knavery, which will soon have its 
usurpations under the protection of African and Asiatic bayonets. 
All these evils are inevitable unless the people shall give assur- 
ance to honest and intelligent statesmen and editors that they 
will stand faithfully by them in their efforts to avert those evils. 
What can the farmers of the States expect but ruin when 
through almost prohibitory duties they will have to yield the 
foreign grain market to their Canadian rivals, and their home 
market also, through the effect of a reciprocity arrangement, 
while they have over three-fourths the burden of taxation 
of the country heaped upon them, and while at the same time 



216 POLITICAL HISTORY, 

that taxation is increased by every species of pectrlatxon anci 
knavery. If farmers will quietly submit to the imposition and 
ruin I have pointed out to them, then I yield the point to Presi- 
dent Garfield, who has told them officially that they as well as 
the negroes need the aid of the schoolmaster in order to vote 
understandingly. May 10, 1881. 
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POLITICS AND RELIGION. 
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Corruptions of the Nineteenth Century. 



• »■ » 



Oh, religion I what crimes have been committed in its namej 
in its purity it has raised the christian above the pagan world; 
in its corruptions it has brought the greatest evils upon man- 
kind. Its purity consists in love to God, manifested in love to 
man. All else is a sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. Its 
worst corruption is a hypocritical profession made to promote 
unscrupulous selfishness. That love is exemplified in the de- 
claration of the Saviour, when suffering all that human malignity 
could inflict, cried " Father, forgive, for they know not what 
they do." That corruption is exemplified in the crucifixion of 
the Saviour for a mere difference of political and religious 
opinion. It is among the mysterious dispensations of an all-wise 
Providence that mankind in his nature is fallen, and that condi- 
tion is manifested in an unbounded selfishness. It is the gift of 
an all-wise Providence that mankind may divest himself of that 
selfishness by asking Divine aid with an honest heart The 
hypocritical christian will seek to promote his selfish interests 
by force and fraud, by fire and faggot, while the purely religious 
will seek to promote the happiness of mankind by diffusing 
among them that spirit of love which through Divine aid they 
had obtained themselves. The history of the church is a perfect 
illustration of this doctrine. By that history we learn that in 
the sixteenth century politics and religion were consolidated, and 
under that consolidation crime became marketable. 

On the 35th page of the "History of the Huguenots," by 
Samuel Smiles, it reads that " the privilege to commit sins was 
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" openly hawked about. A regular tariflf was fixed — so much 
" for little sins, so much for great ones, so much for theft, so 
" much for adultery, so much for assassination ; bigamy costs 
"only six ducats." This abominable traffic roused the indigna- 
tion of good men, and most loudly that of Martin Luther. But 
not till hundreds of thousands of lives had been sacrificed and 
countless millions of treasure had been expended was a reform 
produced. This history shocks public credulity. But let us 
look and see whether we are not approximating that state of 
things now. If a sum of money down, accompanied by a bond 
to secure other payments in future years, with semi-annual inter- 
est, will bribe whole churches to the support of men for official 
positions who had scarce left an uncommitted crime, why is the 
religion of the nineteenth century any purer than that of the six- 
teenth ? And how long will it be that through the action of 
corrupt men in official positions, when the corrupt portion of the 
church will be allowed a tenth of all agricultural productions, 
and the concealment of the tenth cabbage from the church col- 
lector would consign a man to prison ? Such things have occurred 
in other countries in the past, and unless the people shall awake 
to the subject there is nothing too humiliating for us to antici- 
pate in the future. And the corruptions of the nineteenth 
century, civil and religious, will transcend those of the sixteenth, 
if they do not already. 

Before giving a more minute history of these corruptions, par- 
ticularly that of the church, individually and collectively, I will 
cite a few individual authorities. The Bibk Society Record for 
October, 1868, compares a majority of the clergy to Thomas 
Paine. A Congregational clergyman in the 28th Congregational 
district in Boston compares a majority of the clergy to tricksy 
harlots. The Official Bureau in 1872 says wickedness and 
crime was never before so rampant in our country as now, and 
an honest man in office was a great rarity. And a speech of 
Henry Ward Beecher's in Plymouth church, as published in the 
New York semi-weekly Journal of Commerce on November 18, 
1868, reads as follows : " Let men steal through the customs, 
"rob and plunder, and they are sure to be on the right 
" path. Corruption holds direct influence throughout the land. 
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" Gigantic dishonesty stands forth unrebuked. Counterfeiters and 
" polished swindlers are received with smiles, and crime rides 
" triumphant No man can be true to God who can conceal 
" such fraudulent doings. The rule in the Legislature was bny- 
" ing and selling. The great public interests were bought and 
" sold amid bribery and corruption of the most atrocious and 
" appalling character. The judges make decisions and hold them 
** up for sale. They auction justice and grow fat on bribes. I 
" say we are in more danger now than before slavery was wiped 
** away. Truth and honesty have departed. Our most sacred 
" liberty and institutions are being destroyed. We are in more 
*' danger now than by being overwhelmed by slavery. The 
" indignation of the people must be roused. I do not think we 
" are so far gone yet as to be wholly irrevocable.*' 

In the Columbia Republican of April 13th, 1869, it reads : 
" Legislators are pious and decorous and devout at home, and 
" take bribes and are full of hidden tricks when at Albany or 
" Washington. It is no exaggeration to say that never was this 
"country so full of corruption, dishonesty and sensuality and 
"irreligion as at the present time." All this had grownup 
under eight years of Eepublican unchecked control of every 
branch of our government in States and Nation, and while 
church wealth had been increasing fifteen-fold. 

In the Columbia Republican of June 2d, 1874, it reads under 
the head of the "Condition of the South" : "All the power of 
" the States are in the hands of colored people. Everything is 
" upside down in South Carolina. There are only twenty white 
" men in the Legislature, the remainder are colored men most 
" of whom cannot read or write. The colored men who go to 
" the Legislature poor come back driving horses worth a thous- 
" and dollars a pair, and purchase houses which cost $10,000." 
All the rascalities of New York, Albany and Harrisburg are 
imitated by these colored people and their allies. In waving the 
bloody shirt, the late speech of the Maine senator reminds us 
that such is soon to be again the fate of us all under government 
marshal and gleaming bayonet rule, unless the people profit by 
the admonition of Mr. Beecher and zealously seek to avert the 
impending evil. May 14, 1881. 
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QUARRELS OVER SPOILS. 



-• ■♦- 



Usurping Prerogatives of States.— Ecclesi- 
astical vs. Civil Power, 



Those who feel elated at the quarrel of Eepubh'cans over the 
spoils of office, are doomed to disappointment, for, notwithstand- 
ing the furious 2eal in which they truthfully call each other 
knaves and liar&^ they will be found in the end to be two sets of 
players playing into each others hands in pursuing the policy 
which has deluged the nation in blood and tears, and has made 
a majority of the wealth of the people consist in their debts held 
by the few to be paid by the sweat and toil of the many. In 
this Eepublican controversy should Conkling get the ascend- 
ency he would make General Grant his tool, who, like the 
* bull dog if sufficiently gorged with beef, would do anything, 
however stupid and reckless, at the command of his master. 

If, on the other hand, Garfield and Blaine should get the 
ascendency, they will make use of the national treasury, and a 
corrupted ballot box, and the bayonet in the hands of Asiatics 
and Africans, in order to heap upon the people all the burdens 
it is possible for them to bear, while they will insultingly tell 
them that they, as well as the negroes, need the schoolmaster in 
order to enable them to vote understandingly. 

If the people would avert such consequences, they must turn 
their backs upon those quarreling knaves, and unitedly and zeal- 
ously put their trust in men who will restore the first principles 
of our government and separate the ecclesiastical from the civil 
power, the union of which we arc taught by revelation and his- 
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tory will ever prove disastrous to both. The Jewish code, as 
established by Divine authority, placed ecclesiastical power under 
Aaron separate from and subordinate to the civil power under 
Moses. For the succeeding sixteen centuries the Jewish nation 
was convulsed by a struggle of the ecclesiastical power to have 
the ascendency, till through its success the Saviour was cruci- 
fied, after the civil magistrate had declared him guiltless ; and 
St Paul would have fallen an early martyr had he not appealed 
from ecclesiastical authority to the civil power under Caesar. 
After another struggle of sixteen centuries, crime of every 
grade became marketable under ecclesiastical authority, and the 
people had the good sense, at the expense of tears and blood, to 
produce a reform. In this country crime has again become 
marketable under ecclesiastical influence, and the people again 
should exercise the good sense to produce another reform. 
Slavery has been produced in this country by those who claimed 
to be religious Puritans, and under monarchical authority was 
forced upon the people of the South by such clergymen as 
George Whitfield ; and yet the clergy have made the existence 
of slavery an excuse for producing the worst evils that can be 
inflicted upon a people. While examples of the worst debauch- 
ery has characterized certain of the clergv during the present 
generation, they are now seeking to have the General Govern- 
Dient usurp the reserved prerogatives of the States, because a 
transient few practice polygamy beyond the Rocky Mountains. 
May 21, 1881. 
29 



222 POUTICAL HI8T0BT. 



REPUBLICAN ASCENDENCY. 



■ ♦ ♦ » 



Extravagance of its Policy. —Throwing to 

the Whales. 



• ♦ 



The Colurnhia Republican of the 19th of May inst has made 
the interesting discovery that through its commercial relations 
Tinder Republican policy the United States have just had a very 
prosperous year, and for taking a different view of the subject, 
some one unhappily connected with the Hudson Begister should 
be thrown to the whales. That jubilant editor might call to 
mind the fact that under Bepublican policy, in a financial point 
of view, the United States was infinitely more prosperous during 
the three first years of Republican pfjlitical ascendency. For, 
during that time, notwithstanding ten thousand millions of the 
national wealth was expended in the civil war, that wealth was 
increased from sixteen thousand millions to thirty thousand 
millions of dollars. It is true that that increase of wealth con- 
sisted in debts held by the few to be paid by the many, yet Jay 
Cooke, the great Republican financier, in a published pamphlet 
declared that debt to be a national blessing, and its payment a 
great national misfortune. That Republican policy has during 
the three years just passed added five thousand millions more 
to that national wealth, notwithstanding during that period 
farm lands have sunk in value. This result has been under- 
standingly produced, for it is Republican policy that the 
imports taken in exchange for agricultural exports should pay 
annually three hundred millions of dollars into the national 
treasury, and as a consequence of such tax upon imports the 
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farmers have been required to pay at least a thousand millions 
of dollars annually above the market value on the productions 
of over four thousand millions of dollars worth of manufactured 
goods. 

In addition to this the farmers are required to pay three- 
fourths of the direct taxes imposed upon the people. As a con- 
sequence the farming has sunk from a first to a second rate 
industrial interest in the country, and farm lands have sunk one- 
half in value under Eepublican ascendency. When the Cana- 
dian Pacific railroad shall be finished it will open to the markets 
of the world the best of agricultural districts, and will enable 
foreign markets, as is in contemplation, to shut out the agricul- 
tural products of the States by retaliatory duties upon their 
exports. And when, by a reciprocity arrangement, the Canadian 
agricultural products shall be admitted into our markets free of 
duty, the agriculture of the people of the States will cease to be 
an industrial interest, except as a necessity to avoid starvation. 
If for coming to these conclusions, under the circumstances, 
farmers shall allow any one to be thrown to the whales, as sug- 
gested by the Bepublican, then indeed President Garfield was 
right in suggesting that they as well as the negroes needed the 
aid of the schoolmaster. If the people allow themselves to be 
imposed upon by thinking that the late Chinese treaty has been 
an improvement upon that made by Burlingame, they need the 
aid of the schoolmaster. By the late census it appears that in 
the population of Massachusetts the females exceed the males by 
over 66,000, and in the United States the females exceed the 
males by near 900,000. If the people of the country shall concur 
with President Garfield and the late New York Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal church, in thinking this fact to be such 
inflexible law of numerical equality between the sexes as to 
justify the General Government in usurping the prerogatives of 
the States in exercising the law against polygamy, they really 
need the aid of the schoolmaster. 

If the people shall longer concur with the pure and highly 
gifted Fisher Ames in the opinion that to impose duties upon 
the salt used in the preservation of fish, or on the molasses from 
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which rum is distilled, would carry devastation throughout New 
England, they need the aid of the schoolmaster. If the people 
shall concur with the pure and highly gifted James B. Fendley, 
that to fellowship a clergyman to whose wife a slave had been 
bequeathed would scandalize the church, they need the aid of 
the schoolmaster. If the people should concur with the pure 
and highly gifted James A. Garfield in the opinion that the 
General Government should interfere in any way with the civil 
and industrial interests of the people of the States, without 
having been constitutionally invited to do so, they need the aid 
of the schoolmaster. 

If the people do not soon zealously wake up to this subject 
they will cease to be a free and prosperous people. Among 
their rulers now they have thousands of Fouches and Marats 
and Dan tons and Eobespierres, who would not regret to see 
scaffolds streaming in blood or victims writhing at the fiery 
stake merely for a difference of political or religious opinion. 
While you will hear them mouthing about loyalty and rebellion 
because they happen to possess for the time the heaviest purse 
and the longest sword, it may require the wading through oceans 
of blood in order to allow the sun of liberty to continue to shine 
upon our broad continent and our soon to be a hundred millions , 
of people. May 28, 1881. 



Garfield's forgery. 225 



GARFIELD'S FORGERY. 



m . «■ i r ^ ^ n > 



Justice in Exercise of the Government's 

Prerogatives. 



'■♦■ « » ♦ ■ 



A harmless forgery is not a crime, and yet an imputed forgery 
charging President Garfield with favoring the policy of the Chi- 
nese treaty, made by Anson Burlingame, has been considered to 
be so great a crime that it has convulsed the whole nation* 
Anson Burlingame for many years was a leading Republican 
statesman, and was appointed a foreign minister by a Republican 
President, and his appointment and his treaty were ratified by a 
Republican Senate, and arrangements for carrying out the most 
obnoxious provisions of that treaty have been making for the 
last twenty years, and are still being made, notwithstanding a 
pretended amendment of that treaty has recently been made. 
Should now the two first objects for which our Union was 
formed and the Constitution was made become the settled policy 
of the country, in less than five years a forgery chargihg Presi- 
dent Garfield with favoring Republican policy, will be considered 
as one of the greatest of crimes. 

The establishment of justice in the exercise of all the preroga- 
tives of the General Government was the second object for which 
the Constitution was made. Had that object never been violated, 
all the evils that have been visited upon our country would have 
been avoided, and universal prosperity would have prevailed, and 
our Union been made as permanent as the everlasting hills. 

But the whole history of Republicanism has been a violation 
of the principle of justice. Has it been just during our whole 
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history to tax all other industries in order to bestow bounties 
upon the New England fisheries, and New England rum, and 
New England manufactures? Is it just to make the imports 
free of duty which aflEect those fishing, rum distilling and manu- 
facturing interests, while fifty per cent duty is imposed upon all 
other imports? Is it just to exempt government creditors from 
taxation on thousands of millions of dollars, while most enor- 
mous taxes are imposed upon all other interests? Is a policy 
just that has caused a majority of the people's wealth to consist 
of debts held by the few and oppressing the many ? Is a policy 
just that has sunk the agricultural interest from a position vastly 
above all other interests to a position vastly below ? Is a policy 
just that has raised the annual products of the manufacturers to 
be twice that of the farmers ? Is a policy just that has almost 
driven American commerce in American ships from the ocean ? 
Was the policy just that made debts contracted in gold or its 
equivalent payable in vastly depreciated paper, while debts con- 
tracted in vastly depreciated paper were made payable in gold? 
Was the policy just which taxed the industry of the country to 
pay Massachusetts for her treason in the war of 1812 ? Is a 
policy just that has bestowed all the most valuable of the public 
domain upon incorporated companies ? Is a policy just that has 
thrown millions of laborers out of employment and subjected 
the balance to the arbitrary dictation of their enjployers or to 
have their places filled by imported Chinese ? Is a policy just 
that has induced and enabled even clergymen to corrupt the 
ballot box ? 

The Union was formed when the war for American inde- 
pendence was in doubt, and without the Union the success of 
the States was impossible. And yet so tenacious were the States 
of their individual sovereignty that the reservation of that sover- 
»eignty was the first provision of that Union. 

The published call for the constitutional convention was ex- 
pressly made for mere commercial purposes. The first expressed 
object of the Constitution was the perfection of the Union under 
the confederacy, in which the first provision was the reserved 
sovereignty of the States individually. The only prerogatives 
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that tlie constitution gave the govern nnent within States was a 
concurrent power to collect taxes, and the right to grant copy 
and patent rights, and to assist States in cases of insurrection, 
when invested by the legal authority of the States to do so* 
Those provisions were religiously observed for three-fourths of 
a century, and under them the States enjoyed unexampled pros* 
perity. Though supreme over commerce, the government never 
created a light-house within a State till it had obtained the con- 
sent of the State to do so. Though supreme in war, the govern* 
ment never erected a fort within a State till it had obtained the 
consent to do so. In all transfers of territory from State to 
State, the principle of State sovereignty and jurisdiction was 
ever recognized by the States and the government But no 
sooner had Republicans, obtained possession of the sword and 
purse of the nation than they denied the existence of that prin- 
ciple and plunged into the civil war. And because President 
Lincoln recognized the principle of State sovereignty in the 
terms he dictated in the surrender of Gen. Lee's army, they 
caused his assassination, and then refused to let Gen. Johnston's 
army be surrendered upon the same terms. They now select 
some of the meanest of mankind to be governmept marshals, 
some of them having been inmates of penitentiaries or the keep- 
ers of houses of ill-fame. To those marshals they give the 
power to control the ballot box — the most important of franchises. 
And by expressions in the late inaugural and in a late ecclesi- 
astical committee, to save having the pure and pious sensibilities 
of the President and certain clergymen shocked, those marshals 
will soon be authorized to see that too many women are not 
allowed to occupy the same family dormitory. 
June 1, 188L 
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HISTORY INT THE FUTURE. 



What will be Recorded by Historians. 



In a future impartial history of the United States the bright- 
est and blackest page will be that on which the second battle of 
Manassas shall be recorded. The executive department of the 
government had commenced a war in violation of the Federal 
constitution, and had usurped a prerogative forbidden even by 
the laws of nations (see decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the case of Edward Matthews against Nelson 
McStea)» In that war Virginia was invaded without any excuse 
that ever has or ever can be given. That invading army was 
defeated and routed, and though within two hours' ride from the 
city of Washington, twenty thousand of its slaughtered soldiers 
for four long days and nights were left to suffer, the dead to rot 
and the living to starve and writhe in anguish (see President 
Lincoln's excuse to Bishop Clark for not sending a flag of truce). 
Can a blacker page be found in history ? Virginians, in defence 
of their constitutional rights, stood victorious among their 
slaughtered invaders. They succored and relieved, as far as 
they were able, the wounded. They buried the dead and marked 
their graves, and sent messages to the kindred of those dead 
(see the case of the son of William Chamberlin, of Eed Hook), 
and then magnanimously dismissed to their homes nine thous- 
and prisoners. Can a brighter page be found in history? 

History must record that for three-fourths of a century the 
government had so far respected the reserved rights of the States 
as to get their consent before erecting a fort or light-house with- 
in their limits. But now as a fruit of that war Republicans 
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claim the right of expending millions annually in making what 
they are pleased to call internal improvements within the limits 
of those States without obtaining consent to do so. They even 
erect harbors within States to be occupied by mere caprice where 
commerce never had and never will have an existence. History 
will record the fact that to pay the expenses thus incurred taxes 
are imposed upon certain interests from which others are ex- 
empted, and how such taxes are imposed for the purpose of 
bestowing bounties upon certain pampered interests. That his- 
tory will record how unjustly duties are imposed upon certain 
imports from which others are exempted. It will record how 
enormous duties are imposed upon certain imports expressly for 
the purpose of enablinsr certain pampered interests to enjoy hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars annually by selling their products 
above their market value. It will record the fact that through 
that selfish policy, hatred had been created between the people 
of the States and civil war produced. It will record that through 
that war a pension list had been created exceeding the ordinary 
expenses of the whole government. It will record how through 
the operations of the war a majority of the wealth of the nation 
is made to consist of debts — national, State and corporate — held 
by the few and oppressing the many. It will record how through 
Republican financial policy agriculture has sunk from a first 
rate to a second rate interest, and coirmerce in American ships 
has been nearly driven from the ocean. It will record how 
through Republican policy marshals and carpet-baggers h?ive 
placed the legislation of States under shiftless negroes who have 
thereby become millionaires, and that carpet-baggers, sharing in 
the plunder, nave sported their wealth all over the w^orld. It 
will record how a Republican government shook the nation's 
sword at those who would talk of repudiating the negro debts 
thus created. It will record how Republicans, by corrupt means, 
retained the sword of the nation, first by seating a President 
who had never been elected, and then by so far corrupting the 
ballot box that even clergjanen sold church influence to the 
highest bidder. It will record how those pure and pious clergy- 
men could not fellowship a brother whose wife had had a slave 
30 
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bequeathed to her. It will record how those clergymen did 
fellowship a brother in the highest oflScial church position while 
he was indulging in the most scandalous indiscretions. It will 
record how certain clergymen have been made historical saints, 
thereby illustrating Southey's offer to the devil in "Byron's 
Vision of Judgment." That history will record the influence 
that the Middletown University has exerted upon the clergy of 
the nation. It was a majority of its graduates that shouted 
" Glory to God " at the sentiment that the civil war was unspeak- 
ably glorious. It was one of their graduates that would not 
speak to a neighbor because he read approvingly in his presence, 
in the New York Journal of Commerce^ that the Eev. Newman 
Hall preached religion and not politics. It was one of their 
graduates who refused to hold kindred intercourse because he 
was not consulted in one of the most important of domestic rela- 
tions. It was one of their graduates who refused to hold social 
relations when a benefactor reminded him of favors received. It 
was one of their patrons who called it the foundation of a great 
quarrel to invite the clergy of the South to unite in holding a 
day of prayer. Under these circumstances it is not surprising 
that wickedness and crime is unexampled in our country. Four 
thousand years hence history would record approvingly our 
liberality if we would erect an Egyptian pyramid in which to 
incarcerate the remains of James A. Garfield, Roscoe Conkling, 
James G. Blaine and a hecatomb of other prominent Republicans 
of the day. June 7, 188L 
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THE MARITIME PROVINCES. 



• # » 



The Future of our Political and Industrial 

Interests. 



A correspondent in the New York Sun of the 1st of June 
inst, under the caption of "A Wail from Canada, and Discontent 
of the Maritime Provinces/* gives important information in 
respect to the future industrial and political interests of our 
whole country. Bordering upon the Gulf of St. Lawrence the 
fisheries constitute the industry of the people of those provinces, 
and their harbors and timber constitute their great importance 
to the British crown. The climate is thus described by the Eev. 
Joshua Marsden : — 

** Ye climate of cold, where the icy winds blow, 
. And the maple fire burns and the lofty pines grow; 

'Ere I quit thy cold shores for a happier clime, 
I will chant my farewell in a fragment of rhyme. 
Seven years have I traveled thy desolate woods. 
And crossed thy bleak marshes and icy paved floods. 
With tempest and snow drift impeding my course. 
And icicles hanging to me and my horse." 

That correspondent describes certain of the people of those 
provinces as deserting their homes and seeking their fortunes in 
the United States, in which they had been former residents. It 
is therefore easily discoverable that they are the old fugitive 
slaves. By the government report upon commerce and naviga- 
tion those fugitives landed at Huron, Michigan, on their way to 
join the negroes of the South and emigrants from China on the 
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295,000,000 of acres of land, which, under Eepublican policy, 
had been filched from the government under the influence of 
the Massachusetts Eraigrant Aid Society, and where their suf- 
frages and their bayonets are intended to fix Ashtabula rulers 
and Republican policy upon the country for all future time. 

That correspondent suggests that the British Possessions in 
North America, though equal in extent to half of Europe, have 
shown by experience that they can never form a homogeneous 
and happy Empire. In the maritime provinces the fishing interest 
predominates, and agriculture in the others. He suggests it is 
Mr. Blaine's opinion that those provinces ought to be annexed 
to the States in order to strengthen the North against the South. 
But the people of the maritime district would be content to have 
Maine annexed to them by purchase or otherwise, in which case 
they would accept Mr. Blaine as their President. It is, however, 
the general opinion of the people there that if Maine could be 
added to the maritime provinces, and Michigan, "Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Washington Territory should be annexed to the 
other provinces, it would form the elements of a great nation, 
and with the aid of the Pacific railroad now in process of erec- 
tion, would constitute an agricultural region exceeding that of 
all the world beside. 

Its agriculture, favored by summer days much longer in 
extent than elsewhere, and its commerce accommodated by con- 
venient harbors on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, and the 
navigable head waters of the western rivers, if left by an enlight- 
ened liberal government lo the laws of trade, agriculture could 
only exist elsewhere as a matter of necessity and not of com- 
merce. Such will soon be the result to the States without that 
annexation to the provinces, unless Eepublican financial policy 
shall soon be abandoned. By a government Report upon Com- 
merce and Navigation it appears that the people of Canada 
recently imported to us 98,622 lbs. of rice, 297,026 bushels of 
rye, 290,617 bushels of wheat, 11,419 bbls. of wheat flour, 
$82,052 of corn, rye and oat meal, 707,160 bushels of peas and 
beans, and $80,305 of other vegetables. If this can be done 
from a very limited contiguous territory and subject to high 
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duties, what have we to expect when thousands of miles of con- 
tiguous territory shall be opened by railroad and those high 
duties shall be removed ? And how shall we be able to compete 
with them in the foreign market when their productions shall be 
admitted free and ours subject to high retaliatory duties ? That 
communication, though admitting many important facts, was 
written by a mischievous pen. And while availing myself of 
those facts, I leave the mischief to be discovered by the intelli- 
gent reader. The policy of the Pacific railroad was conceived 
by the sagacious Lord Beaconsfield and the expenses to be borne 
by British capital Its object is to monopolize the supplying of 
the agricultural markets of the world. ^ That object was sug- 
gested in consequence of the illiberal financial commercial Ee- 
publican policy of our government Its effect has already half 
ruined the agricultural interest of our country, and unless 
abandoned the value of the lands in all the States, like those in 
New England, will be reduced to the cost of the buildings 
erected upon them. 

If the farmers who comprise two-thirds of our population, and 
therefore have the power to control our political and financial 
policy, shall allow themselves to be ruined by the corrupt and 
selfish policy of Eepublicans, then, indeed, President Garfield was 
right in suggesting in his inaugural that they as well as the 
negro needed the aid of the schoolmaster. As suggested by the 
Massachusetts 'Bureau, crime exists in this country beyond all 
precedent, and an honest man in office is a great rarity. They 
have already monopolized over half the wealth of the nation, 
which consists of its debts. That wealth they use to corrupt the 
ballot box. First, by purchasing individual suffrages; second, 
by purchasing the influence of clergymen either in cash or 
bonds paying semi-annual interest ; and lastly, by a bargain 
made between dishonest politicians, such as has recently been 
made at Mentor, out of which the quarrel has grown that is now 
convulsing the whole nation and which, in the order of an all- 
wise Providence, may result in restoring to us our first princi- 
ples, and in restoring to us those two first objects for which our 
constitution was made, viz. : The sovereignty of the States and 
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the establishment of Justice. The purchase of a suffrage with- 
out regard to the principle involved or the characteristics of the 
candidates, is infinitely less mischievous and corrupt than the 
jiurchase of a clergyman or such a bargain as was made at 
Mentor. Juue 8, 1881. 



HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF. 235 



HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF. 



It is proverbial that history often repeats itself. Rome, after 
having made her glorious history of near a thousand years, com- 
menced her fall with a triumvirate. The United States having 
made a glorious history of near a century, are accelerating their 
fall with a triumvirate. One of the triumvers, like Lepidus, is, 
bull-dog fashion, ready to obey the commands of his associates 
in any cause ; one, like Mark Antony, has had his Cleopatrfa ; 
one, like Caesar, is setting an example for a Nero to follow. They 
are the oflEshoots of a wicked root existing in our political soil 
from our early history, and which obtained a mature growth 
under the name of Republican in 1860. 

In 1778 the Union was formed of thirteen independent sover- 
eign States. The intelligent population of each was acquainted 
with their own peculiar soils, climates and characteristics, and 
were therefore well qualified to. exercise sovereign control over 
all their civil and industrial interests. But for the purpose of 
exerting a common commercial and diplomatic influence ia 
peace and a united military power in war, they formed a Union, 
giving to a General Government sovereign power over those 
subjects. But avarice, that root of all evil, had its root in the 
political soil. Through its influence and in violation of that 
principle of justice which was one of the objects the Union was 
formed to establish, the fishing interests of New England pro- 
cured the passage of a law under which it has drawn over 
twenty millions of dollars from the commercial and diplomatic 
treasury of all the States by way of bounties. Not content with 
that, it has drawn millions from that treasury for fish exported. 
Not content with that, for ten years it enjoyed, under a recipro- 
city arrangement, commercial privileges specially injurious to 
the agricultural States. Not content with that, it draws from 
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that treasury the duties annually paid on eight million bushels 
of salt used in the curing of their fish. And not content with 
that, by their trespassing upon other interests, it has caused the 
government to pay five million five hundred thousand dollars 
under the award of a friendly power. Its interests are insepera- 
ble from that of Boston rum, for sixty thousand hogsheads of 
that rum is annually distilled from the molasses taken in ex- 
change for fish exported. 

As Boston rum has constituted the mainspring to the African 
slave trade, those fisheries have been the primary cause of the 
slavery that has existed in the country. To favor that trade 
and those fisheries, a special provision was made in the Federal 
Constitution. And, also, the act of Congress in 1793 was made, 
which granted commercial privileges that no other commercial 
people have ever enjoyed, and under which piracies have been 
carried on with impunity in connection with the African slave 
trade. Those slaves have formed the excuse for the formation 
of the Massachusets Immigrant Aid Society, which has managed 
to monopolize all the most valuable of the public domain. Those 
fisheries and that slave trade constituting the most cherished 
interests of Massachusetts, was her excuse for making common 
cause with the enemv in the war of 1812, and constituted the 
most prominent excuse for provoking and prosecuting the late 
civil war. Through the operations of that war they now deny 
that the States have any rights that the government is bound to 
respect. Through the operations of that war over half the 
wealth of the nation consists of debts held by the few. Through 
it the most unjust and heavy system of tariff duties are imposed 
upon the people. Through those duties and unjust and unequal 
taxation, agriculture has been reduced to a second rate interest, 
and commerce in American ships has been almost driven from 
the ocean. Under all these circumstances a Republican trium- 
virate is now quarreling over the spoils of office, but are no 
doubt ready to unite in using African and Asiatic sufl'rages and 
bayonets in still further despoiling the people and in depriving 
them of their liberties. 
' June 15, 1881. 
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UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENTS. 



Limits of the General Government. 



♦ . 



The object of the Union in 1778 was to confer upon the 
General Government the sovereign military power of those 
States for the purpose of prosecuting the war of the Eevolution. 
But the first provision of that Union was that the States reserved 
their sovereignty and jurisdiction over all except that military 
power. When the war had been brought to a successful termi* 
nation a convention was called for the avowed object of perfect- 
ing that Union by extending to that General Government 
sovereignty over the commercial and diplomatic interests of those 
States, to be exerted upon strict principles of justice firmly estab- 
lished. As that principle of justice had been violated by laws 
conferring special favors upon certain interests at the expense of 
others, the compromise act of 1850 was passed affirming the first 
principles of our government, and recognizing in the organized 
territories the same sovereignty and jurisdiction over their civil 
and industrial interests that had been reserved to the States as 
the first principles of the Union. 

The prominent men who formed our Union will ever be 
immortal in history, and the names of Webster, Clay, Douglass, 
Calhoun, and their associates who affirmed the first principles of 
our government in the act of 1850 will ever be immortal in his- 
tory. The government under those principles continued to 
1860, and by the common voice was declared to be " the best 
. government that Ileaven ever blest a people 'with."" But those 
interests that had been violating the first principles of our gov- 
ernment from its earliest history got possession of the sword and 
31 
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purse of the nation in 1861, and for the purpose of doing away 
with our first principles they used the teecutive branch of the 
government in plunging into the civil war, through which they 
now deny that the States ever possessed any sovereignty thai 
the General Government is bound to respect, and that principle 
of justice which the Union was formed to establish has been so 
far violated that the agriculture of our country has been reduced 
to a second rate interest, and commerce in American ships is 
being driven from the ocean^ and the most valuable portion of 
the public domain has been passed into the hands, of corpora- 
tions, and a majority of the wealth of the nation consists of debts 
held by the few who use it to corrupt the ballot box through 
which men are elected to fill official positions in all the braiichefl 
of our government, who are now convulsing the nation in 
quarreling over the spoils. Under the dictates of an all-wise 
Providence those quarrels may wake the people up to a sense of 
their duty, by which they may not only restore the first princi- 
ples of our government, but, profiting by past experience, may 
perpetuate them for all future time. 

The manner and means by which the debts have been created^ 
which form so great a portion o1 our boasted national wealthy 
will in future years form the blackest pages of our national his- 
tory ; and not the most ridiculous of these means will be those 
debts which enabled illiterate negro legislators to ride with 
teams costing a thousand dollars, or purchasing plantations cost- 
ing ten thousand dollars, or which enabled Eev. carpet baggers^ 
with princely retinues, to travel around the world 

Had not the Constitution specially conferred upon Congress 
the power to grant patents and copy rights, that power would 
have remained in the States to which that power reverts after a 
limited period by the special provisions of that Constitution 
itself. That provision of the Constitution alone is an unanswer- 
able argument in favor of the sovereignty of the States over all 
except military, diplomatic and commercial interests For if 
Congress possessed power over civil and industrial interests, 
why did the Constitution delegate that power to Congress in 
special cases ? While Congress has exercis.ed the prerogative 
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of granting the exclusive right of producing those favored arti- 
cles, the States have ever exercised the right of taxing those 
articles or requiring them to be sold under special license, or to 
prohibit their sale entirely if they interfered with the public 
morals or public health, as might Boston rum or obscene publi- 
cations. But if we may judge by the late veto message of 
Governor Cornell upon the subject of oleomargarine, those pre- 
rogatives of the States are now to be denied to them altogether. 
For to admit State legislatures to interfere with an article to 
which the government had granted a patent right, would be a 
gross violation of that cardinal doctrine of Republicans which 
denies the existence of State sovereignty. * If this doctrine of 
Governor Cornell is allowed to prevail, then the people of the 
States have lost all control over their civil and industrial inter- 
ests. If government marshals are to exercise the prerogatives at 
elections that they claim, then the people of the States have lost 
all control over a free suflEraga If a duty of fafty per cent, upon 
imports will confer a twenty per cent, protective favor upon the 
interests affected by that duty, it will pass a thousand millions 
of dollars annually into the hands of the few who have now got 
possession of a majority of the wealth of the nation, and at no 
distant day the people of this country will find themselves in 
the condition of the peasantry of Ireland and of Russia. 

Those who have now the control of all the branches of the 
government are in favor of that Republican policy which is lead- 
ing to that result. They have possession of the national sword 
and purse, and the influence of a hundred thousand office 
holders. Their patrons control the wealth of the nation which 
they have attained through Republican policy, and with which 
they have corrupted the ballot box and subsidized the public 
press and pulpit Of course they would glory in the election of 
a President stained with imputed crimes, and would regret the 
election of a President proverbial for a stainless character. 

I have seen illustrated how far Republican policy could influ- 
ence the action of clergymen. The antecedents of Winfield 
Scott Hancock and James A. Garfield were notorious to the 
world. Standing near the poll when those two men were candi- 
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dates for the Presidency, a voter took a worthy clergytnati by 
the hand and after repeating the following lines from Homer — • 

** Thus spoke the Greeks, while every Trojan said, 
' Grant this day Jove, or leave us with the dead,' " 

he deposited his vote for Winfield Scott Hancock, while thd 
clergyman with his face radiated with smiles deposited a vot0 
for James A* Garfield* June 23, 1881. 
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A POLITICAL SERPENT. 



• ♦ * 



National Degeneracy Under Republican 

Rule. 



♦ » » 



In 1860 our government was universally conceded to be the 
best that had ever existed. It consisted of a Union to which 
States had delegated sovereignty over their military, commercial 
and diplomatic interests. That government was at peace with 
the world. Its commerce in American ships was only second to 
that of the greatest nations of tke world. Its annual expendi- 
ture was a little over sixty millions of dollars, which was borne 
by an equitable tariff upon imports of about twenty-four pei* 
cent. It was out of debt and owned a public domain of thous- 
ands of millions of acres. Under its commercial prerogatives 
and its ownership of that doniain it could have spanned the 
continent with a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean at an expense not exceeding what is now paid annually 
in a pension list Under the reserved prerogatives of States and 
the natural laws of trade the products of agriculture exceeded 
annually by hundreds of millions of dollars that of all other 
industrial interests, and universal labgr found ample employ- 
ment in all the industries of our country. The ballot box was 
60 universally pure that the Columbia Republican in its issue of 
November 21st, 1871, said that " only a generation ago crime 
"against the ballot box was as rare as murder, and a man sus^ 
**pected of it was as much despised as a pickpocket" 

But under all this national prosperity of three-fourths of a 
century a political serpent had been lurking. It coiled in the 
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clause of the Constitution protecting the African slave trade up 
to 1808. It coiled in the piratical law of 1793, which allowed 
ships engaged in the African slave trade to trade in all the har* 
bors of the world upon their original manifest. It coiled in all 
the laws granting bounties to the New England fisheries and 
drawbacks on fish and Boston rum exported, and on all protec- 
tive tariffs u})on imports^ and lurked beneath a secret treaty 
with the enemy in the war of 1812. With the wealth thus ob- 
tained is established the corruption fund upon which the Eepuhli- 
can party was founded in 1856, and enabled that party to get 
possession of the sword and purse of the nation in 1861, with 
which they denied that States had any prerogative that they 
were bound to respect, and plunged into the civil war upon that 
issue, not even waiting for the forms which the Constitution had 
prescribed. And they are now claiming that the result of the 
war has settled that question in their favor. 

Twenty years has elapsed since they obtained that ascendency, 
and what is the result? After having sacrificed a million of 
lives and expended ten thousand millions of treasure — after 
having drenched fields in blood and wrapt cities in fire— * 
a large portion of the wealth of the nation consists of its debts 
in the hands of a few and oppressing the many. The most 
valuable portion of the public domain has passed into the hands 
of corporators — agriculture has sunk to a second rate interest, 
and millions of laborers are thrown out of employment — the 
exports of agriculture are burdened by an almost prohibitory 
duty on the imports taken in exchange — a large portion of the 
commerce of the country is thrown into foreign ships, and under 
bayonet rule illiterate negroes have legislated for certain States 
and afterwards sported their wealth on princely plantations, 
while the Eev. carpet baggers under whose dictation they have 
acted have journeyed with splendid retinues over the world ; 
one President has been inaugurated who wSis never elected, and 
another has been elected through a subsidized press and pulpit 
and a -corrupt bargain at Mentor, and is now quarreling with his 
corrupt associates over the spoils of office, and a corrupted bal- 
lot box and government marshals control the elective franchise 
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Under all these circumstances it can not be surprising that 
wickedness and crime prevails beyond all precedent, and that 
"an honest man in office is a great rarity," as reported by th© 
Massachusetts Legislative Bureau. 

To rise in the scale of civilization and not to degenerate is the 
characteristic of a Caucasian and a christian people, and there 
must be a cause for the degeneracy of the people of the United 
States during the twenty years of Eepublican ascendency. Tho 
unexampled prosperity and purity of our people during the first 
three-fourths of a century of their history is an unanswerable 
evidence in favor of the first principles of our government The 
unexampled degeneracy into wickedness, corruption and crime 
among the people during the twenty years of Eepublican 
ascendency is an unanswerable condemnation of their policy. 
That policy and its consequent wickedness and crime is fully 
illustrated in their existing quarrel over the spoils of office. 
That degeneracy into corruption, wickedness and crime is fully 
admitted and illustrated in the recent writings of some of the 
most intelligent and extensive Eepublican historians. For 
example, James Parton, under the head of " Power of Public 
Plunder," on the 43d page of the North American EevieWj said it 
was publicly announced in the late Eepublican Presidential 
convention at Chicago that they, the delegates, were there 
only for office. On the 45th page he said: "At present in the 
" ninety-fifth year of the .Constitution we are face to face with 
" a state of politics of which money is the motive, the means 
"and the end." On the 49th page he said: ** It is money, 
money everywhere in politics." On the 50th and 51st pages he 
says under the Postoffice corruptions that " they appear to have 
"gained nearly a million of dollars by their contracts, and that 
"it was highly probable that it formed an important part of the 
"enormous sums spent in electing a President;" and he added : 
"That policy puts small men in office and leaves big men out*^ 

As an example of the corrupt expenditures of the day he 
cites the new capitol at Albany, and says : " Every patriotic son 
" of the Empire State should go upon an expiatory pilgrimage 
" to it, and pass penitential hours in gazing upon its immea&ura- 
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" ble iniquities." He calls it an "accurst and shameful heap of 
spoil," and says: "Its ultimate cost can only be conjectured, 
" and that it is said to require two thousand tons of coal annually 
"to keep it warm." He says that "as few cities were more 
" abundantly supplied with public buildings than Albany, the 
" only patriotic thing to do with that building would be to take 
" it down in contrition and humility by the behest of the people 
" whom it dishonors." 

Such is Republican policy, while the people are being crushed 
by debts heavier than was ever before imposed upon any peo- 
ple. And it is a party which imposes such burdens that is now 
quarreling over the spoils. 

July 7, 1881. 
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A STRONG CONTRAST. 



• » 



The Two Great Political Parties. 



• • 



At the election of 1860 there were four distinct candidates for 
the Presidency, viz : Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglass, 
John C. Breckenridge, and John Bell. The parties nominating 
Douglass and Bell differed but in name. Their principles were 
those of the compromise of 1850. Those principles were : first, 
sovereignty of States over their civil and industrial interests ; 
second, a tariff for revenue solely, such as that under the act of 
1846 ; third, sovereignty of the people in organized territories 
over their civil and industrial interests, such as they had enjoyed 
under the Crown and such as the people in British America now 
enjoy ; fourth, sovereignty of the General Government over their 
military, commercial and diplomatic interests, including a duty 
to protect the citizens of States in foreign countries, and on the 
ocean, and in unorganized territories. Under the influence of 
two professed Democrats from Massachusetts, the party nomina- 
ting Mr: Brecken ridge made it a point to claim that the people 
in the organized territories should retain the same rights in 
property that they enjoyed in the States from which they went 
until those organized territories had become States of the Union. 
Had it not been for that single difference of opinion those three 
parties would have united upon a single candidate who would 
have been elected by a two-thirds majority, and would have 
saved the people from all the dreadful consequences that have 
since occurred, and would have saved them from that ruin that 
is now impending over them. 
The principles of the Lincoln party are best illustrated by 
32 
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their acts. As that party was based upon a gross corruption 
fund, and consisted of a conglomeration of all the corrupt fac- 
tions that had existed in our country, it is creditable to the 
people that they succeeded by but little over one-third of the suf- 
frages of those people, and through the division of their opponents. 
Having thus obtained possession of the sword and purse of the 
nation, their acts for the past twenty years have been characterized 
by the professions of all the corrupt parties which formed their 
organization. One branch of that organization was a party that 
had all along claimed that the Federal Constitution was a "cove- 
nant with hell." In illustration of those principles they plunged 
the government into a civil war without any regard to the con- 
stitutional provisiona The President usurped the prerogatives 
©f Congress by suspending the writ of habeas corpus, and by call- 
ing an army of 75,000 men into the field, and by invading a 
peaceful State, and he usurped the prerogative of refusing to 
obey the mandates of the Supreme Court, one of the co-ordinate 
branches of the government. He usurped the prerogative of 
abridging the liberty of speech and the press, and of depriving 
people of their liberty without process of law. 

One branch of that organization was a party that had ever 
been violating the laws of nations by piracies in the African 
slave trade, and had at the very time on the coast of Africa, 
engaged in that trade, 860,553 gallons of Boston rum, and 4,424 
muskets, and 1,072,615 pounds of powder. It was therefore not 
extraordinary that the President violated the laws of nations by 
declaring a blockade when belligerent war did not exist. 

One branch of that organization was a party which bad caused 
the slaughter of millions of inoffensive Africans in the capture 
of slaves, and had exposed those slaves to all the malarial horrors 
of the middle passage, and had exposed millions of their off- 
springs to perish miserably around the ashes of what had beea 
their habitations. Therefore it is not extraordinary that they 
left their wounded soldiers unnecessarily to starve and perish oa 
the battle field, and their imprisoned soldiers to perish in the 
malarial climate of the South, though invited to send ships to* 
their relief, and it cannot be surprising that they should inflict 
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any evil upon the people of the country that their avarice should 
suggest. 

One branch of that oi^anization consisted of a party who had 
ever been seeking to rob the national treasury by bounty and 
protective tariflf laws, therefore it cannot be extraordinary that 
they have used the sword and purse of the government in pes* 
sessing themselves of the public domain and a large portion of 
the national wealth, and had contracted thousands of millions of 
dollars of debt— National, State and corporate — due to the 
favored few, and to oppress the industry of the many for all 
future time. 

One branch of that organization consisted of the old Know 
Nothing party, who sought to attain their ends by exciting pre* 
judice against the Irish and the Catholics, and we daily now 
hear them expressitig fears of Irish and Catholic ascendency. 

Their whole organization was ba^ed upon a corruption fund 
which has corrupted the ballot box and made wickedness and 
crime rampant, and made honesty in an official a great rarity^ 
and caus^ them to make themselves ridiculous in their quarrels 
over the spoils. If those quarrels shall arouse the honest intelli- 
gence of the people so that they may save their sinking liberties, 
it may be imputed, like the confusion of tongues at the erection 
of the tower of Babel, to a kind interposition of Providenca 

July 16, 1881. 



248 POLITICAL HISTORY. 



UNION OF THE STATES. 



-• ♦ 



Its object and Purposes* 



■• ♦ 



The union of the States was formed for three specific purposes, 
viz : That they might put forth their united strength in war, and 
that they might exert a united influence in diplomacy, and pro- 
mote a common and prosperous influence in their commercial 
intercourse with the world. Without that commercial inter- 
course, diplomacy would have been unnecessary and war im- 
probable. Therefore commerce was to be the prime object, and 
was the object expressed in the call of the convention for form- 
ing the Union. 

To promote those objects the Constitution was made, confer- 
ring upon a General Government sovereign power upon those 
subjects, to be exerted in a way to establish strict justice and 
to insure domestic tranquility, to provide for the common 
defence, to promote the general welfare, to secure the blessings 
of liberty to the then existing people and their posterity. In 
delegating that power to the General Government, thq States 
reserved to themselves individually sovereignty over all objects 
and interests except those of war, diplomacy and commerce. 
Such was the expressed object of the Constitution and those who 
made it ; such was admitted to be the object by the practice of 
the government for three-fourths of a century, and emphatically 
expressed in the transfer of territory from State to State, and in 
the General Government getting the consent of States before 
erecting forts or light houses, or other buildings upon their 
territory. 
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To prevent having these reserved prerogatives of the States 
violated, the original principles of the Constitution and the 
Union were affirmed by the compromise of 1850. Under the 
benign influence of that compromise the commerce of the country, 
which as we have seen was the prime object of the Union, was so 
flourishing that the registered tonnage of the United States in the 
foreign trade increased gradually from 1,439,694 tons in 1851, to 
2,496,894 tons in 1861, or an almost annual increase of 105,720 
tons. Then commenced the Eepublican policy of having the 
General Government usurp reserved prerogatives of the States, 
and the registered tonnage of the United States in the foreign 
trade diminished from 2,496,894 tons in 1861, to 1,389,815 tons in 
1874, or an annual average diminution of 85,159 tons. In 1861 
three-fourths of the vessels employed in the foreign trade were 
American. By a statement in a recent New York daily Sun, 
of 5,210 vessels employed in the foreign trade at the present 
time, only 884 were American — but a little over half as many 
American vessels as there were Swedish and Norwegian. 

With facilities for building and manning ships exceeding that 
of all the world beside, it has been Eepublican policy to pay 
hundreds of millions of dollars annually in hiring foreign vessels 
to do our commercial business. To pay enough annually in the 
employment of foreign vessels to span our continent with rail- 
roads, and thereby save the public domain for the use of the 
government, instead of bestowing it upon corporations. 

The object of that Eepublican policy in having the General 
Government usurp the prerogatives of the States, has been to 
pet certain interests in order to enable them to get possession of 
the existing wealth of the nation, and to anticipate the wealth of 
future generations by contracting enormous debts, and they have 
succeeded in that object They have substituted robbery for 
justice, civil war for domestic tranquility, military preparations 
lor subjugating the people in the place of the common defence, 
making the few rich and the many poor in the place of the 
general welfare ; and instead of the blessings of liberty, giving 
the petted few the power to tyrannize over and starve their 
employes at their pleasure. July 19, 1881. 
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TWO SOVEREIGNTIES. 



♦ ♦ 



The State and National Governments. 



• • • 



The recently published history of the "Eise and Pall of the 
Confederate Government," by Jefferson Davis, should be read 
by every intelligent American. While the subject has been 
reasoned with great fairness and ability, the facts and occur- 
rences have no doubt been truthfully stated, and those calculated 
to call up painful memories have been stated with great mild- 
ness. To some of his conclusions, however, I cannot concur. 
While he claims under our political institutions, on the 157th 
page of the first volume of his history, the existence of but a 
single sovereign power, being that of the people of the States 
who organized and dissolved the first Confederation, and who 
established the Constitution, Republicans claim the existence of 
but a single sovereignty, being that of the General Government 
itselt Both of those views of that subject are equally mis- 
chievous. A divided sovereignty was the first object of both the 
Confederation and of the Constitution, and was made inalienable. 
It was placed beyond the reach of the people in any capacity. 
While the Constitution was amendable, the objects for which 
it was made was not amendable. To violate any of those ob- 
jects was revolution — was disunion. How intelligent people 
could difler upon that subject has ever been to me a great 
mystery. 

On the 282d page of the second volume of Eliot's Debates 
on the Federal Constitution, Mr. Hamilton said that " to give 
" the General Government coercive power over States would be 
** the maddest project that could be devised." On the next page 
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he said, " every peaceable citizen should be disposed against 
such a government" He said that " for one State to be the in- 
strument for coercing other States was a dream, an impossibility.'^ 
He said, " National laws might be made to operate against 
individuals within States, but not against States." He said that 
" to give the General Government unlimited power of taxation 
would be to establish a despotism." On the 234th page he said 
that "a divided sovereignty was created that one might be a 
check upon the other." He said, "the more this subject is- 
" explained the more cleii^r and convincing it will appear to 
"everybody." On the 355th page he says, "the States can 
" never be deprived of their sovereign prerogatives till the whole 
"American people are robbed of their liberties," He said that 
" to say that two supreme powers could not act together was a 
"curious sophistry; they can act upon different objects with 
"perfect harmony, without clashing." 

The Government had sovereignty over commerce, diplomacy 
and war. The States had sovereignty over all their internal 
interests, including specially all civil and industrial interests. 
The only concurrent jurisdiction of the two sovereignties was in 
the collection of taxes against individuals, and in that the first 
levy took the priority. If the two sovereignties confined them- 
selves to their proper prerogatives, coercion would be nnneces- 
sary and impossible, and secession improbable, and mutual 
benefits would-be the strong bond of the Union, and the only 
object that could make it desirable. 

In the second place I can not concur with Mr. Davis in what 
he is pleased to call " squatter sovereignty," in his speech pub- 
lished in Appendix F. in the first volume of his history. I 
believe that the people in the organized territories should have 
the same power of legislation over all their internal interests 
that the people of the States have, subject, however, to the veto 
of the Governor appointed by the Government The territories 
enjoyed that prerogative under the Crown, and do now in British 
America. Slave property was entitled to the same Government 
protection upon unorganized territory that it was on the ocean. 
An organized territorial legislation could not free slaves existing 
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at the time of their organization, as such law would have been 
ex post facto. States did not have the power to free such slaves, 
and Connecticut recognized it when she passed the. law freeing 
slaves, and it would have been recognized by the Courts in 
other States had the question been tested. Had that idea 
occurred and had not a different principle been suggested by a 
treacherous Massachusetts lawyer in 1860, Mr. Breckinridge 
would never have been nominated for the Presidency, and Mr. 
Stephen A. Douglass would have been elected by the people 
and the, glorious history of our country would have continued, 
and we should have been savecj from the dreadful consequences 
of the civil war, and from the mountain of debts which now 
constitute a large portion of our boasted national wealth, held 
by the few to be used in oppressing the present and future gene- 
rations. The election of Mr. Douglass would have saved us 
from a pension list which exceeds annually what ought to be 
the whole expenses of our Government in all its departments. 
We should have been freed from the prevalence of wickedness 
and crime and a corrupted ballot box through which knaves are 
elected to office, and an honest man in oflBce is a great rarity. 
Negro legislatures would not have been piling debts upon States 
through which they and their Eev. carpet bag dictators have 
been wallowing in wealth, and our own ships would have been 
the carriers of commercial products instead of paying foreigners 
hundreds of millions of dollars annually to do it for us. Agri- 
culture would have continued to be the first great industrial 
interest in our country, supplying the markets of the world and 
giving employment to the whole industrial population in th^-t 
and in other occupations. In fine, we should have been saved 
from that ruin that is now impending over us, and. the public 
domain, instead of being the property of corporators and used 
for corrupt purposes by the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, 
would have belonged to the Government as property to aid in 
bearing the public burdens, and, under the Government influ- 
ence, to be occupied by an industrious and intelligent population, 
instead of Asiatics and Africans, or other occupants of the Ash- 
tabula district in Ohio. 
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In respect to the territory obtained from Mexico, the Govern- 
ment obtained commercial and diplomatic control over it, but 
the Mexican laws continued to prevail till changed by the people 
occupying that territory. Those laws prohibited slavery with 
all the prerogatives enjoyed by the people of Massachusetts or 
New York Therefore all the eflFect of the Wilmot proviso 
was to protract the bloody war and to throw embarrassments in 
the way of obtaining a territory unsurpassed in soil, climate and 
mineral productions, and equaling in extent one-third of the 
whole United Statea And nothing but the grossest wickedness 
can justify an act calculated to perpetuate the memory of that 
proviso. 

In respect to the cause of the civil war, it could not have been 
African slavery, for the slave ships of the authors of that war 
were never more active upon the slave coast of Africa than 
daring the whole continuance of the war. The whole object of 
the war, then, was to put down what Eepublicans are unanimous 
in calling the pernicious doctrine of State sovereignty. Secre- 
tary Sherman asserted that to have been the object in a late 
speech in Maina No intelligent mind can doubt it after having 
read the history by Jefferson Davis. Such being the fact, noth- 
ing but the grossest wickedness can justify any act calculated to 
perpetuate the memory of that war, except to make it odious. 

July 25, 1881. 
33 
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EFFECTS OF REPUBLICAN POLICY. 
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It has been Eepublican policy to have the government divest 
itself from the exercise of its commercial prerogative by adopt- 
ing a policy which has driven commerce in American ships 
from the ocean, and has left the merchants under an arbitrary 
necessity to the employment of foreigners to discharge that duty. 
This state of things having made foreign wars highly improba- 
ble if not impossible, the Republican government has seen fit to 
exercise its military prerogative in a civil war. In obedience 
to that branch of the party that considered the Constitution to 
be "a covenant with hell," they recognized the President to be 
in possession of the sovereign power of the nation. In the exer- 
cise of that prerogative he cTigaged in a civil war. He on his 
own responsibility raised an army and invaded a peaceful State, 
and suspended the writ of habeas corpus^ and refused to obey the 
mandate of the Courts, and declared a blockade, and prohibited 
the liberty of speech and of the press, and arrested persons 
without process of law. A very fair history of the consequences 
of this policy has been written by Jefferson Davis, the perusal 
of which I commend to every American reader. The poet illus- 
trates it, however, in the following lines : 

*• It was the North, the speaker said. 
Who put the South to rout; 
But what they killed each other for 
I never could make out. 
But everybody says to me 
It was a glorious victory. 

" With fire and sword the country round 
Was wasted far and wide, 
And many childing mother then 
And new bom infant died. 
But things like that you know must be 
At every famous victory." 
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The diplomatic prerogative of the government having thus 
been rendered useless in respect to foreign commerce and war, 
it could be made very useful as an instrument of party and 
political patronage. And in that respect, as it has been exer* 
dsed by Republicans, is deserving of notice. As a sample I 
will cite a few cases of foreign ministers : One to the most im- 
portant mission had to use his official badge to avoid being 
arrested by a constabla A Mr. Harvey was sent as minister to 
Portugal for his instrumentality in procuring the firing upon 
Sumpter. A Mr. Burlingame negotiated a treaty calculated to 
fill our public lands and workshops with vagabond Chinese. 
And a Mr. Bingham was made a foreign minister for his services 
in procuring the execution of Mrs. Suratt. To find an asylum 
for official knaves in foreign countries our Eepublican govern- 
ment took occasion, through a technicality, to do away for a 
time with the extradition treaty. In the absence of all diplo- 
macy and under the villainous law of 1793, the Republican 
government has tolerated the piratical slave trade through the 
King of Dahomy, and now tolerates that trade through the 
Queen of Madagascar, though politely invited by European 
governments to prohibit it. For notifying our government that 
through false invoices and manifests under the law of 1793, 
superannuated fishing vessels were being converted into slavers, 
George W. Slacum was removed from being Consul at Rio de 
Janeiro, and Edward Kent was appointed in his place. A Con- 
sul in the Bermuda Islands favored Boston merchants in 
exchanging with the people of the South munitions of war for 
cotton during the civil war. In doing so he allowed ship loads 
of pistols to be invoiced as lard. In the language of the Berk- 
shire Courier^ Dorance Atwater had kept a diary that exposed 
the villainies of the government. For that his diary was taken 
from him and he was imprisoned, and subsequently received the 
humbug appointment of Consul to the Seychelle Island, since 
which he has never been heard from, and doubtless sleeps be- 
neath the waters of the Pacific ocean. Others have disappeared 
in the same way, and for just such motives. Such has doubt- 
less been the fate of Wiechman and Winters and Stoddard and 
Boyd and Thompson and Hutchinson. 
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Among the Republican diplomatic achievements was tlie 
Canada reciprocity arrangement, through which Canadian agri* 
cultural products were imported free of duty in exchange for the 
free access of New England fishermen to their fishing grounds. 
In 1864 Liberia had a population of over 40.000 people, with a 
respectable government and a numerous church, with Bishop 
Burns at its head. It had a flourishing commerce, and mer- 
chants deposited goods there. The slavers at one time deposited 
over 90,000 pounds of their powder there. But their rum was 
excluded and they took it to the Cape of Good Hope. Then 
the Eepublican government opened diplomatic relations with 
them, and sent a Consul there, through whom in the first year 
over 39,000 gallons of Boston rum was sent there* Through its 
influence that population is now reduced to a few thousand 
vagabonds, and where were cultivated fields malaria is now 
generated by a tropical vegetation. Yet. to get rid of the impor^ 
tunities of office seekers, President Garfield has appointed a 
Consul to Liberia. It would have been fortunate for him if he 
had appointed Charles J. Guiteau to that position. Had he 
done so he would not have had so much leisure to think upon 
the fate of Abraham Lincoln and Mrs. Suratt 

August 2, 1881. 
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How the Policy of the Republican Party 

has Killed it. 
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In the New York daily Sun of July 4th, 1881, it appears that 
of 5,210 sailing vessels and 555 steamships plying between the 
United States and Europe, only 884 sailing vessels and 14 
steamers were American, while New England employed 1,250 
Vessels in the fisheries, being near one-third more vessels em- 
ployed in the fisheries alone than were employed in our whole 
commerce with Europe. This result is produced by the govern- 
ment neglecting its authorized duties in respect to commerce 
and usurping prerogatives over industry, or sacrificing commerce 
for the purpose of petting an industrial interest While the 
government imposed enormous taxes upon capital invested in 
commerce and enormous duties upon imports taken in exchange 
for exports, it gave large tonnage bounties upon capital invested 
in the fisheries, and allowed drawbacks on the 8,000,000 of bush- 
els of salt used annually in the curing of fish, and also on the 
molassess taken in exchange for fish exported. As that molas- 
ses was distilled in Boston into rum, the internal tax of 70 cents 
per gallon imposed upon the distillation of other liquors was 
not imposed upon that rum. I have before me the oflScial 
report upon commerce and navigation for 1875, and on the 389th 
page it will be seen that 411,850 gallons of rum was exported 
from Boston to Africa in that year, at an export price of $207,- 
719, or about fifty cents per gallon. Of course that rum had 
never been taxed seventy cents per gallon on its distillation. 
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That rum was used in the Eastern African slave trade as it has 
been ever since 1865, and as it was used in the Western African 
slave trade during all our previous history. It has been to 
enable the government to pet those fisheries and certain other 
New England interests that Eepublicans seek to have it usurp 
the reserved prerogatives of the States. It was to that end that 
the civil war was provoked and prosecuted. To illustrate this 
idea I will refer to a little past history : 

On the 29th day of April, 1861, just eight weeks after the 
inauguration of a Eepublican President, I received an invitation 
from David S. Cowles and others, a committee, to meet them in 
the City of Hudson on the 2d day of May " to confer with the 
" citizens of the different towns in the county in order to take 
" the most effective measures for the enrollment of a regiment 
" of volunteers for the defence of the government" In answer 
to that invitation I sent a communication to be published in the 
Gazette, from which I extract the following: 

• "Secession has assumed proportions to justify the belief that 
there are persons engaged in it who honestly feel themselves 
aggrieved and are entitled to a judicious examination at the 
hands of the government before rashly drawing the sword and 
throwing away the scabbard. Austria inquired into and offered 
to redress the grievances of her Hungarian subjects ; Eussia did 
the same to the Poles ; and it ought not to be considered beneath 
the dignity of the Government of the United States to do some- 
thing to redress even imaginary grievances of a formidable sec- 
tion of our people. And it may be that those grievances are 
not entirely imaginary. Four years ago a correspondent of the 
Gazette predicted that from certain causes then existing we 
should realize consequences such as we are now experiencing ; 
and it may be that we are destined to rush upon the further 
consequences then predicted. So gentlemen you will have, to 
excuse me from meeting with you on that occasion till I can be 
assured that liberty of both speech and the press will be tolera- 
ted and protected in the city of Hudson. I read in the Oolumbia 
Hepublican of April 30th the following extract : 

** Woe to him who ventures to speak of peace or compromise or mediation 
or adjustment till treason shall have been effectually rebuked by the con- 
dign punishment of traitors. " 

"Now gentlemen, in consulting with you I might not consider 
the door of mercy entirely shut I might speak of peace and 
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conciliation. I might propose to amend your resolution by 
adding to the word * government * the words * and constitution 
of the United States,' and if the word 'peace' is not to be tolerated 
in your city the word * constitution ' may not be." 

In answer to that communication I received a letter from the 
editor of the Gazette in which he said : 

** As you have left the publication discretionary with me, I will withhold 
it for the present, as I firmly believe a strong reaction iU public sentiment 
will soon be inaugurated." 

But the editor proved to be mistaken. A subsidized press 
and pulpit fanned the flame of popular passion and prejudice. 
The regiment was raised — liberty of speech and the press was 
denied. War was commenced without any regard to the con- 
stitution. It cost a million of lives and ten thousand millions 
of treasure. It has thrown the commerce of the country into 
foreign ships, costing annually more than enough to pay the 
ordinary expenses of the Government. It has created a pension 
list more than enough to pay the expenses of the Government 
annually. Through an outrageous system of revenue, agricul- 
ture and commerce are taxed to pet certain other interests to an 
amount vastly exceeding the ordinary annual expenses of the 
Government The whole system of labor has become deranged, 
making it subject to a Know Nothing organization. The mar- 
kets for agricultural products has become deranged, and instead 
of being controlled by the natural laws of trade, has become 
subject to Know Nothing organizations. Even clergymen in 
their pastoral and pulpit labors have mixed politics with religion, 
and while talking religion have used the Know Nothing dialect 
of the eloquently presented forefinger and the gracefully returned 
thumb to the lappels of their coats in a species of infamous 
politics that prefers darkness to light, and which has contributed 
more than all else to demoralize the people. By these means 
most of the wealth of the nation, including the most valuable of 
the public domain, has passed into the hands of the few. Not 
content with that, they have fixed a mountain mortgage upon 
posterity in the shape of countless millions of debts. 

In the meantime they are great philanthropists. While in- 
geniously making their sixty thousand hogsheads of untaxed 
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rum to appear like every other species of liquor, and by taxing 
all other liquors, giving that rum a special priority and protec- 
tion in the market, they are professing to be the great friends of 
temperanca Having, through that rum, deluged our country 
with slaves, they are pretending to be the great enemies of 
slavery. And should a frowning Providence take President 
Garfield from life, a Conkling and a Piatt may inaugurate an- 
other civil war because a few people beyond the Eocky Moun- 
tains are indulging in a multiplicity of wivea 
August 8, 1881. 
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Rum~Slavery~Know Nothingism. 



Some of our county editors impute my political opinions to 
the infirmities of age. I will, therefore, refer them to some of 
my antecedents. In my schoolboy days I had seen Massachu- 
setts make common cause with the enemy in the war of 1812, 
I had seen a Massachusetts General cause our flag to be struck 
and our troops surrendered to an inferior enemy without firing 
a guD, and one of our ships surrendered to an inferior enemy by 
Massachusetts sailors without firing a broadside. I had seen a 
Massachusetts Governor call a special legislature in order to 
facilitate the assembling of the Hartford convention. My opin- 
ions upon these subjects were expressed in a schoolboy speech 
delivered on the altar of the Presbyterian church in Lenox, 
which drew a series of letters to my parents from my preceptor, 
and which are now carefully preserved among our family 
archives. 

In 1824, when Federalists had usurped the name of Eepubli- 
can, and had nominated for Governor one who had sympathized 
with Massachusetts in her treason, and the leading Democratic 
newspaper had gone over into the ranks of the enemy, I con- 
tributed to the fund for the establishment of another Democratic 
paper, and did what I could to sustain Democratic principles 
with my voice and pen. In 1830, when the Eev. Ezra S. Ely 
had proposed the organization of a religious party in politics, 
for the support of which he pledged a half million of votes, in 
opposition to that policy I addressed a meeting in Hillsdale on 

34: 
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the 30tli of February, 1830, Hon. Henry Loop presiding. That 
speech can be read in the Hudson Oazette of that period. That 
policy of Dr. Ely become a part of the political platform of the 
EepublicaDS in 1856, and has contributed more than all else ta 
the corruptions of the church and people. 

In the State legislature of 1834 I did what I could to sustain 
President Jackson in his efforts to prevent Congress usurping 
the prerogatives of the States through a National Bank and an 
American system. In 1842, by my communicationa through 
the public papers and my correspondence with Senators and 
Congressmen, I did what I could to prevent the passage of the 
tariff act of that year, for in some respects it was more infamous 
than the act of the present day. 

In 1844, when the Methodist church had been divided be- 
cause a Southern Bishop lived with a wife who employed a slave 
bequeathed to her, and to whose freedom she had not the legal 
power to contribute, I expressed my regrets in a series of com- 
munications. I called attention to the fact that Georgia was the 
birthplace of that Bishop whose wife by legal compulsion held 
a slave, and that Mr. Whitfield (a Methodist clergyman) had 
made use of the Royal prerogative to force slavery into Georgia 
in violation of the edicts of the Governor and legirfature of that 
State. That clergyman procured forty of his slaves from Col, 
Royal, of Massachusetts, and bequeathed them to his legateesr 
Colonel Royal obtained those slaves in Africa through the aid of 
Boston rum and guns and powder. I called attention to the 
fact that during the action of that general conference Massachu- 
setts merchants had then on the coast of Africa, engaged in the 
slave trade, 432,249 gallons of Boston rum, and 497,561 pounds 
of powder, and 1,871 muskets. I called attention to the fact 
that though that African slave trade had been notorious for 
centuries, no clergyman had been found remonstrating against 
it, on the contrary were aflBliating on the most affectionate terms 
with those engaged in it. I then called attention to the fact 
that where slavery happened to exist it was not considered a 
material sin in the sight of Heaven. The Patriarch Abraham^ 
while owning slaves, had the heavenly promise that in bis seed 
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all iJie nations of the eartli should be blessed. And Moses, for 
whose benefit the waters of the Eed Sea had been parted, and 
Heaven had rained naanna to feed his people, caused slaves to 
give a pledge to support laws that provided for the existence of 
slavery. And St Paul addressed one of his inspired epistles to 
that Christian brother Philemon, and sent it to him by the hands 
of one of his slaves* 

I now call attention to the fact that among the most active of 
the clergymen who favored dividing the church in 1844 on 
•account of a Bishop's living with a wife that owned a slave, 
there have been knaveries, debaucheries, adulteries, abortions and 
perjuries committed which has not disturbed church affiliation 
with them, and the authors of which are now canonized among 
their saints. 

In 1846 I did all I was capable of doing to procure the repeal 
of the infamous tariff of 1842 and to restore to the States all of 
their reserved prerogatives, and the action of that 29th Con- 
gress laid the foundation for the glorious compromise in 1850. 
That Congress abolished the policy of bounties and drawbacks 
to the fisheries and Boston rum. And through the aid of the 
Consul at Eio de Janeiro suspended for a time the converting of 
superannuated fishing vessels into African slavers, and would 
have repealed the law of 1793 under which the slave trade had 
been protected had it not been for the Mexican war and the 
political excitement growing out of it. My Congressional record 
will show the active part I took in all that policy, a small part 
of which will be found' in the autobiograpical pages of my lately 
published " Political History." I now confidently assert that 
should the financial policy of that Congress now be adopted, in 
less than five years it would double the products of agriculture 
and the value of agricultural property, and would restore Ameri- 
can commerce to American vessels, and save those interests from 
a greater peril now suspended over them. But in opposition to 
that policy Republicanism budded in 1854, and sprang into for- 
mal existence in 1856 and matured in 1860, and commerce and 
agriculture are now exhibiting its disastrous industrial fruits, 
and Albany and Washington have recently been exhibiting its 
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tnoral and political consequences. That party was founded dpon 
ft huge corruption fund, through which the press and pulpit be^ 
came subsidized and the policy of Dr. Ely was adopted. On 
the 409th page of the census of 1840 it appears that there was 
23,267,730 gallons of distilled spirits in that year, of which 
6,500,500 gallons was Boston rum, as appears on the 150th page 
of the report of the superintendent of the census. That rum 
historically had ever been the mainspring to the African slave 
trade and had ever enjoyed special government favor, was a 
most prominent branch of the Republican party, in consideration 
of which it is allowed a protection in the market of two dollars 
per gallon duty imposed upon imported liquors, and seventy 
cents per gallon internal tax imposed upon the distillation of 
domestic liquors, from which tax that rum was and is exemptedi 
Another branch of the Republican party was the men who 
claimed our constitution to be a covenant with hell, and though 
living in Boston and being familiar with the Boston rum history 
and its connection with slavery, made that slavey, of which it 
Was the producing cause, the source of sectional hatred. Anothei* 
branch of the Republican party are men, who in order to aid 
the patrons of Boston rum are seeking to distract and divide 
the Democracy upon a mere question of excise in a continued, 
diversified form, and subject to continued change, in order to 
keep it a subject of continued excitement. But the most active 
principle of the Republican party was the organization of what 
they were pleased originally to call Know Nothingism. Like 
the Jesuits, preferring darkness to light, all its actions were to 
be in secret It was the great magnetic spring of the Republic 
can party at its first inception. Its history in Hillsdale illua* 
trates its history throughout the whole country. In March, 
1856, it was found to contain one hundred and ninety-one 
initiated members, of whose names I have a list, of whom twenty 
one adhering members still remain and to whom additions have 
been made. They were to know each other by a species of 
J)antomime, by a peculiar action of their thumb and fingera 
Their party oaths were to take priority to judicial oaths or reli- 
gious pledges. They were to make themselves felt in all their 
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associations, even in the family circle, nnaking wives spies upon 
the actions of their husbands. Their partisans in disguise were 
not infrequently leaders in the Democratic party, making it sub* 
servient to Republican policy. They were to take secret control 
over the industry of the people and the markets for theii* pro* 
ducts. Such are their characteristics to-day, and they are only 
waiting for the General Government to usurp all the reserved 
prerogatives of the States to make theirs the controlling princi* 
pie in our country. When the existence of such a party waa 
announced in a meeting of hundreds in Hillsdale, in March, 
1856, it was received by a general expression of incredulity, but 
when the names came to be read, certain njembers of the meet- 
ing acknowledged that they were initiated members of that 
association, and they withdrew from that day. It is the Repub- 
lican party as thus constituted that has produced all the evils 
that have been visited upon our country during the past twenty 
years, and will produce still greater evils unless the people shall 
Unite in their strength, intelligence and integrity and shake them 
oflE. They must select men of firmness, intelligence and integ- 
rity for their leaders. Those men must be publily pledged to 
support the original principles of our government, confining the 
General Government to the strictest letter of their commercial 
and diplomatic prerogatives, prohibiting it from the least possi* 
ble interference with the moral, civil or industrial interests with* 
in States or organized territories. When this shall have become 
the settled policy in our country we shall certainly become the 
most prosperous and happy people of the world. To negleot 
Buch organization but a few years and the people in all their 
social) industrial and all other relations will become slaves to the 
leaders of that Know Nothing organization. They will have 
Woes denounced upon them as in April, 1861, if they presume 
to speak of peace, or compromise, or conciliation, or constitution, 
and, as occurred at that time, even a Democratic editor will not 
dare to publish such expressions for fear of its causing violence 
or injury to him who uttered them. 
August 11, 188L 
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THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION- 



Subsidizing the Press for Personal Gain. 
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The Federal Constitution was made to perfect a Union of 
sovereign States, and to establish justice in their business and 
social intercourse, yet Massachusetts statesmen had the cunning 
to cause all the other States to be taxed in order to bestow 
bounties and other favors upon her most cherished interests^ 
the fisheries, the distillation of Boston rum, and the African 
elave trade. The first and most important object of the Union 
was that the States might put forth their united strength when 
involved in a foreign war, yet to promote her cherished interests 
Massachusetts made common cause with the enemy in the war 
of 1812. To promote her cherished interests in 1828 Massachu- 
setts sought to establish the American system by which the 
General Government should usurp the reserved prerogatives of 
the States. To regaiij the prestige which she had lost by her 
treason in the war of 1612, Massachusetts caused the election of 
General Harrison in 1840, and through his age and infirmities 
and want of experience as a statesman their spoils hunters dogged 
bim to death in a single year, Massachusetts also caused the 
election of John Tyler, and because he vetoed the United States 
JBank Bill, to prevent his assassination Congress established a 
military guard over the President's mansion during his whole 
administration. To promote her cherished interests, Massachu- 
setts caused the passage of the infamous tariff act of 1842. To 
restore the prestige lost by her opposition to the Mexican war 
and the aid and comfort she had given to the enemy in the 
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Mexican war, Massachusetts procured the election of General 
Taylor in 1848, and in consequence of his age and infirmities 
and want of experience their spoils hunters dogged him to death 
in less than two years, and ever pursued with rindtctive hatred 
his successor (Millard Filmore) not only during his administra- 
tion but his whole life, merely because he favored the compro- 
mise act of 1850. To restore the sale of superannuated fishing 
vessels with manifests under the infamous act of 1793, by which 
the African slave trade was re-established, Massachusetts caused 
George W. Slacum to be removed as consul at Hio de Janeiro 
in 1848, and Edward Kent to be appointed in his place. 

To do away with the glorious compromise act of 1850, Massa- 
chusetts in 1856 procured the establishment of the Eepublican 
party upon a huge corruption fund, through which they have 
ever since subsidized the press and pulpit and corrupted the 
ballot box and controlled men in office. It established and 
affiliated with a party which denounced the constitution as a 
covenant with hell. It established and affiliated with a Jesuiti- 
cal party called Know Nothings, which worked in darkness and 
used a pantomime dialect with thumb and fingers. * Its oaths 
took priority to all other obligations. Its clergy were influenced 
by it in their pulpit exercises and pastoral relations, and even 
the women in all their social relations were made spies upon 
their neighbors and their husbands. In all business relations 
that party was intended to control the labor of men and the 
sale of their products. While openly professing to be members 
of the Democratic party, they were secretly using their influence 
for its humiliation. While openly professing to be the friends 
of temperance, they have secretly been aiding the Boston rum 
' distillers to put from four to seven millions of dollars in their 
pockets annually, through an exemption from taxation and a 
protection against the competition of other domestic liquors by 
an income tax of seventy cents per gallon, and a duty npon 
imported liquors of two dollars per gallon. While thus secretly 
promoting that rum distilling interest which has ever been the 
mainspring to the African slave trade, they have openly been 
the cause of producing the worst evils in the country through a 
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professed hatred of slavery. They have produced the most 
disastrous civil war that was ever waged in any country. They 
have caused the assassination of one President because he sought 
to restore the government to its first principles. And for the 
same reason they sought the removal of another President by 
the process of impeachment. And for the same motive they 
caused a man to be placed in the Presidential chair who had 
never been elected by the peopla 

All these circumstances has resulted in a government which 
was specially created to promote the interests of commerce, and 
yet has thrown the commerce of the country into foreign hands, 
and has thrown millions of laborers out of employment, and has 
reduced agriculture to a second rate interest in order to promote 
the cherished interests of Massachusetts, and, finally the rage for 
spoils has caused the prayers of millions to be ascending for the 
life of a President that, notwithstanding his Credit Mobilier and 
DeGoUier antecedents, and his having been one of the Court 
that condemned to death Mrs. Suratt, and one of the commis- 
sion that seated a President that had never been elected, and his 
being a follower in the footsteps of Joshua R Geddings from the 
Ashtabula district, yet his place in the Presidential chair might 
be far worse filled by his successor. 

August 15, 1881. 
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If it be true, as has been asserted, that the New York World 
and the New York Tribune have one common owner, it cannot 
be surprising that the Worlds while professing to be Democratic, 
should be strongly Bepublican in its proclivities, and its issue of 
the 10th of August inst strongly confirms that impression. 
Like Bepublican matter, its truthfulness is questionable and its 
doctrine upon the subject of State sovereignty and State rights 
is perfectly Bepublican. I presume that Bepublicans admit 
that if States possessed sovereign prerogatives, supreme power 
then had the right to defend those prerogatives by force of arms 
if it should become necessary. This being conceded, and the 
editor of the World, in common with Bepublicans, having denied 
that States do possess that sovereign prerogative, and they call 
it a pernicious doctrine, and impute to it the civil war and all 
the evils under which the people are suJBfering, it may be well to 
go into a minute examination of that subject 

The first provision in the articles of the confederation was that 
the States reserved their sovereignty, and that provision proves 
a large number of important facts. It being a reserved preroga- 
tive proves that the States possessed it under the Crown. In 
fact, it was the encroachments of the Crown upon that preroga- 
tive of the States that brought the war of the Bevolution. The 
starting cause of the war was the imposition of a duty upon tea 
without the consent of the States. Without the Union, under 
the eonfederacy, the States could never have succeeded in the 
war of the Bevolution, and the reserved sovereignty of the 
Stat^ being the first provision in that confederacy, proves con- 
clusively that the people of the States without that sovereignty 
being enjoyed preferred to be under the Crown rather than 
to be under a General Government of the States. 
85 
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England to-day allows all her American colonies to enjoy the 
prerogative of sovereignty over all their civil and industrial in- 
terests, and no treaty aflFecting their interests is allowed to be 
operative till it has the consent of their legislaturea 'The object 
of the Federal Constitution, and all its provisions, go to prove 
the existence of State sovereignty. In fact, if it had been intended 
to confer upon the General Government all sovereignty, all that 
Would have been necessary would have been to provide for its 
existence without any provisions for its actions. Biit State 
sovereignty was recognized by every member that made thei 
Constitution, and by every State convention that adopted ity 
and, in the language of Alexander Hamilton, they were unani- 
mous in their expressions that States could never lose those 
sovereign prerogatives till the whole American people werfe 
robbed of their liberties. Not a secession from a Union, but an 
absolute neglect to ever form a Union, would have been th© 
eonsequences had it been anticipated that under that Union thtt 
States would ever lose their sovereign prerogatives. Eather than 
lose their sovereign prerogatives the States would all have pre- 
ferred to retain their separate existence like half the governments 
in Europe, each of whom have populations not exceeding that of 
many of our States. And when we take into consideration the 
civil war and the fact that every object for which our Constitu- 
tion was made the General Government has violated, and the 
commerce it was made to protect it has thrown into foreign ships, 
and the disgraceful agents it has employed in its diplomacy 
during the past twenty years, it scarcely can be questioned that 
it would have been well for us had the Constitution never beetf 
made. We then should have escaped a corrupted ballot box 
and the imputations that an honest man in office was a great 
rarity. We should have escaped having the few enormously 
rich atid the many very poor, but wealth would have been thef 
fruits of honest industry and economy. We should have escaped 
having a majority of the wealth of the nation consist of its debts, 
grinding the present generation by enormous taxation and im- 
posing a mountain mortgage upon posterity. 
In 1879 the legislature of Vermont conveyed sovereignty and 
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jurisdiction over Pairhaven to New York, which the legisUtuxe 
of New York accepted and Congress approbated. Nearly forty 
years ago Massachusetts conveyed sovereignty and jurisdiction 
over Boston Corner to New York, as will be seen on the 83d 
page of the first volume of the Revised Statutes of 1859. On 
.41)6 next page it reads : " The sovereignty and jurisdiction of ihis 
** State extends to all the places within the boundaries thereof, 
** and it shall be the duty of the Governors and all the subordi- 
" nate officers of the State to maintain and defend its sovereignty 
"and jurisdiction." On the SSth page it reads : " The State of 
^*New York cedes to the United States jurisdiction over two 
" tracts of land and water in the city of New York for the safiety 
" and defense of the city, to be retained so long as the two tracts 
"shall be used for the defence and safety of the city and no 
"longer, the jurisdiction so ceded not to prevent within those 
^* tracts the operation of the laws of the State." That is the 
^characteristic of all the grants of all the States to the United 
States. They do not grant sovereignty. They grant merely 
jurisdiction lor a specified purpose, making the United States 
subject to the laws of the individual States in those localities, 
except for that one specific purpose. Should the General Gov- 
ernment occupy one of those tracts, with hostile intent, or in 
violation of the specific object of the grant, and the State should 
enforce its laws under its sovereign prerogatives, the question 
arises would the General Government be justified in calling it 
insurrection or rebellion and in instituting^ivil war ? The 
editor of the World admits, and history proves the fact, that the 
Congress in January, 1861, though largely Eepublican in both 
branches, justified the State in enforcing its laws against the 
General Government, and so did all of Mr. Lincoln's cabinet, 
but one, in the following April. Yet Mr. Lincoln instituted 
war on that account, making the question of State sovereignty 
the issue, and in consequence of success claiming that States 
possess no sovereign prerogatives, and in consequence the people 
of the North had been made to sacrifice a million of lives and 
ten thousand millions of treasure in order to rob themselves of 
all their liberties, as asserted by Alexander Hamilton. If that 
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doctrine is to prevail we should have a new Constitution written. 
The preamble should read that the five millions of the people of 
the State of New York, not being competent to have the sover- 
eign control over their moral, civil and industrial interests, i^uiro 
the aid of the negroes of the South and the Chinese of the 
West, and the rum distillers and fishermen of the East to aid in 
the discharge of those dutiea To that end a President should 
be chosen by a black and white commission, with full power, at 
bis own volition, to commence civil war and create an army, and 
suspend the writ of habeas corpis^ and declare a blockadCi 
and deny tho liberty of speech and the press, and refuse to obey 
the mandates of the Courts, and appoint either black or white 
men marshals to rule at elections, taking care not to shock the 
one idea sensibilities of Know Nothings by the appointment of 
either foreigners or Catholics. That would fully express the 
avowed principles of Republicans, and some hundreds of thous- 
ands of bayonets in the hands of Asiatics and Africans would 
enable them to perpetuate that policy. 
August 18, 1881. 
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As I have suggested, certain Eepublican editors impute my 
political opinions to the infirmities of age, but I can assure them 
that I felt a deep interest in our country's welfare when I was 
much younger. I have called attention to my official record in 
the Twenty-ninth Congresa That record, however, shows but 
a small portion of my action on that occasion. By invitation I 
associated with the Committee on Ways and Means in preparing 
the tariff act of 1846. In that Congress there were twenty-one 
Democratic members from the State of New York. In a meet- 
ing of those Congressmen at Mrs. Hamilton's, upon the motion 
of Preston King, a committee was appointed to wait upon Presi- 
dent Polk and request him to institute the spoils system. To 
that committee President Polk replied : " Gentlemen, I shall be 
" ever happy to see you, but that is a subject I cannot take into 
"consideration." 

For that reply Mr. King proposed at a subsequent meeting 
that we should unitedly oppose President Polk's policy, to which 
I replied that " I was elected by Democratic constituents who 
" recognized President Polk as their standard bearer, and they 
" would expect me to sustain his policy unless something differ- 
" ent should occur than the subject under consideration." My 
position was nobly sustained by a majority of the Congressmen 
present on that occasion. At the subsequent session when, 
under the influence of Preston King, the Wilmot Proviso was 
introduced, an evening convivial meeting was held at my board- 
ing house in order to influence me to favor that proposition, and 
nothing but the bolt on my door protected me from becoming 
by force a member of that meeting, at which the servants re- 
ported every member to be drunk except Hannibal Hamlin, and 
every member . subsequently became leaders in the Bepublican 
party. 
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I have already called attention to the midnight order called 
Know Nothings, which constituted so important a portion of the 
Republican party at its organization. And I may take occasion 
to make furtlier developments upon that subject It was the 
characteristics of that order and its aflBliation with the Republic 
can party that enabled me to predict through the columns of the 
Gazette^ in 1856, the evils that have since been visited upon our 
country. I have already called attention to the invitation of 
David S. Cowles and others to gp to Hudson i^nd fan the flames 
of civil war, only eight weeks after the inaugurcition of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, and that the editor of the Gazette refused to pn.b- 
lidh my response to that invitation, because it spoke of conciliation 
and constitution, which might cause me to be ippbbed in the 
city of Hudson. I now call attention to the faot that I, with 
others, signed a petition that our county might be relieved 
from the expense of building an armory, and that a High Pri^t 
in the order of Know Nothings gained our confidence and got 
possession of our petitions in order to defeat their object, and in 
.consequence the cpunty has had to expend its thousands in the 
erection of that building, and are now required to pay the ex* 
pense of warming it to enable the Cowles Guard to step to the 
music of the festive fiddle. It may be the eflfect of old age that 
has caused me to entertain some painful apprehensions of the 
.effect of the Burlingame treaty with China, and the effect of 
having our workshops filled by Chinese, and a large portion of the 
295,000,000 of acres of the public domain, owned under the con- 
trol of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, occupied by t^em 
4nd to be under the control of thousands of young Chinese now 
bQingaducated in the Nqw England schpolsi who a^ receiving 
special n^ilitary (educations and are weekly reviey^ed by officers 
appointed by the Chinese government. It m^ tbp effect of age 
th;»t causes me to regard with ^onie apprehension the hundr^s 
, of thou&iands of negroes that are being settled on that domain, 
who are having leaders educate^ at West Point at $he expense 
^of the government. I| is evi$lent that BiBpi).^licans take ^pepial 
interest in the education of tho^e negroes, fpor they h^ve c^x- 
pended s&y^n thousaud pAg^of J^pp.l^qap pap^ ij[ijrying$o 
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ascertain who cut Whitaker's ears, or whether he did not cut 
them himself, while the committee appointed to investigate the 
assassination of President Lincoln has never taken action. Those 
concerned in the execution of Mrs. Suratt might throw some 
important light on that subject 

August 19, 1881. * • 
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A FEW PLAIN FACTS. 
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The tJnited States has a hundred thousand miles of railroad, 
exceeding in that respect that of all Europe. They have thous- 
ands of miles of river navigation, and exceeding in that respect 
that of all Europe, Their population exceed the European 
population of any nation in Europe. They are capable of pro- 
ducing agricultural productions exceeding that of all Europa 
Their estimated wealth are but a trifle below that of any nation 
in Europe. Their mineral productions exceed those of all 
Europe. In no other country in the world can the long staple 
cotton be grown except in the States, which now produces 
annually five millions of bales, worth many hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars, and under a reasonable national financial 
arrangement capable of producing three times that quantity. 
Yet with all these advantages the commerce of the States is 
done in foreign vessels, through the financial policy of a govern- 
ment especially created for the protection of commerce. The 
payment to those vessels for doing that commerce exceeds what 
ought to be the whole expenses of the government 

While our government officers were robbing the people of 
many millions of dollars through a Credit Mobilier humbug, 
one of our most prominent foreign ministers was robbing Euro- 
peans of many millions of dollars through an Emma Mine 
humbug, and for which he had to use his official prerogative to 
save being arrested by constables. Another foreign minister, 
after having made a most disgraceful treaty, entered into the 
service of the half barbarous people, to whom he was accredited 
Another of our foreign ministers was one of the most prominent 
agents in procuring the execution of Mr& Suratt, and could 
doubtless give interesting information in respect to the assassin- 
ation of President Lincoln. Another foreign minister was em- 
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ployed by government officers to procure the firing upou 
Sumter. Such are the Republican characteristics of foreigu 
ministera under a government specially created to control our 
diplomacy. 

For those two objects, commerce and diplomacy, the General 
Government was created and over them was made sovereign, 
with a military prerogative for their protection, and those pre- 
rogatives have been in the hands of Republicans for the last 
twenty years with the result to commerce and diplomacy that I 
have suggested. And now they are striving to get the sovereiga 
control of the reserved prerogatives of the States over their in- 
ternal, civil and industrial interests. To that end they have 
employed in the field 2,678,967 troops and have sacrificed a 
million of lives and ten thousand millions of treasure, and have 
created a pension list exceeding what ought to be the whole 
expenses of our government, and have thrown all the valuable 
portion of the public domain into the hands of the creatures of 
the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, to be occupied by 
Africans with such educated military leaders as Whittaker, or 
by Asiatics under similar circumstances. The wealth of the na- 
tion, consisting largely of debts, has passed into the hands of the 
few, the interest of which is to be ground from the sweat and 
toil of the present impoverished generation, and which is to be 
continued as a mountain mortgage upon posterity. 

The prerogatives of the government were to be exercised upon 
established principles of justice. The civil war expenses of the 
government were imposed upon income and not upon capital. 
And while the income of Stockport was ten fold greater than 
that of Hillsdale, by the action of the government assessors 
Hillsdale paid over . $77,000 toward the expenses of that war, 
while Stockport paid only about $34,000, and a citizen of Hills- 
dale paid two-thirds of his income towards the expenses of that 
war, while a manufacturer only a few miles distant paid only an 
annual tax of $120 on an income of $200,000. That assessed 
citizen sold a thousand dollars worth of timber to that manufac- 
turer in order to raise the means to help his poor neighbors 
commute and not to be forced from their homes to fill the ranks 
86 
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in the army. And then he was taxed by the government asses* 
8or five per cent on that timber so sold, and he can show a very 
interesting correspondence he had with that assessor upon that 
subject 

" Pleased to the last he crops the flowery food. 
And licks the hand opralsed to shed his blood." 

It is not entirely the infiuence of old age that sharpens the 
pen of correspondent "C," but it is recollections of the long ago, 
when it was not safe for him to walk in the city of Hudson and 
talk of conciliation and constitution. He may tell one of these 
days something more about the Know Nothing order. He can 
tell something about a gentleman who in 1856 shrank from 
being drilled in the thumb and finger pantomime, who is now a 
High Priest in the order, and a controller in the chQick 

August 22, 188L 
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I think I can exhibit satisfactory vouchers for all the facts 
stated in my communications to the Register and Gazette, and I 
have done so to a few statesmen and clergymen and other citi- 
zens who have called upon me for that purpose. And I shall 
be happy to do so to any, and particularly to those clergymen 
whose dark lantern Know Nothing obligations and proclivities 
do not prevent their being open to conviction. In a communi- 
cation now in my possession,. General Butler says he did not 
charge General Garfield with being the author of the execution 
of Mi-s Surrat, as General Garfield was only one of the Court 
that condemned her, but he never thought the testimony in that 
case connected Mrs. Surrat with the assassination of President 
Lincoln. The mystery of that assassination, in connection with 
the recent fact that seven thousand pages of foolscap paper has 
been expended in the case of Whittaker, shows conclusively how 
much higher Eepublicans estimate the ears of a negro than they 
do the life of a President, and shows conclusively that we are on 
an important eve in the history of our country. 

It may be well, therefore, to take a brief review of that history. 
In the first Congress under our constitution, Fisher Ameg 
said : " To impose duties upon salt and m^asses would carry 
devastation throughout New England." To obviate so great an 
evil Congress substituted bounties to be paid on fishing vessels, 
and drawbacks on fish exported to the West Indies, and on the 
rum exported to the slave coast of Africa. To promote the 
interests of commerce was the first great object of the Union of 
the States under the Federal Constitution. But under Bepublican 
policy that commerce has passed into foreign hands. To obviate 
that state of things, should Congress impose revenue duties upon 
the $150,000,000 of imports now admitted free, and should 
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reduce the duties on the hundreds of millions of other imports to 
a revenue standard, would be again claimed to be carrying 
devastation throughout New England. Therefore, Congress at 
its next session may bestow some hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars tonnage bounties upon vessels engaged in foreign commerce. 
To enable it to do so two Senators have been elected by bribery, 
and certain Congressmen will be displaced upon just such negro 
representation as was used to seat a President who bad not been 
elected by the peopla To prevent carrying devastation through- 
out New England a law was passed in 1793, by which imports 
from the slave coast of Africa could be made without a 
manifest, the export manifest of the vessel being a sufficient 
protection. Lord Ashburton represented to our government 
that that act enabled slavers to sail with impunity under the 
guns of vessels sent to the coast of Africa to prevent the piratical 
slave trada And George W. Slacum, consul at Rio de Janeiro, 
represented to the government that under that act New England 
fishing vessels, with false invoices, were continually employed 
in the slave trade, and he gave the names of many of them. He 
gave the circumstances of one, the brig Sophia^ consigned to 
James Berkhead, owned by Augustus Krook and commanded 
by Matthew Hale and William P. Sumner, as captain and mate ; 
that the brig was sold, with its export manifest, at Benguela, 
Africa, and transferred into a slaver ; that its American crew 
was left on the coast of Africa, where all perished but one, who 
was rescued by the captain of the brig Ceylon^ of Salem, and that 
Portuguese seamen were employed in their stead, who took on 
board 750 slaves, ^ich were landed in the West Indies, and the 
vessel burned to avoid the malaria which the confined slaves 
had generated. For those exhibits of Mr. Slacum he was re* 
moved in the first month under General Taylor's administration, 
and Edward Kent appointed in his place. And to prevent my 
making an effort for the repeal of that law of 1793 was one of 
the objects in the attempt to force me into the meeting at the 
Exchange Hotel, where every Congressman was represented as 
being intoxicated except Hannibal Hamlin. Then, again, it was 
to prevent the war of 1812 carrying devastation throughout 
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New England that Massachusetts made common cause with the 
enemy in that war. Daniel Webster admitted as much in his 
immortal reply to Mr. Hayne in 1830. Because her interests 
were affected Massachusetts did not hesitate to renounce her 
allegiance to the government, notwithstanding that one of the 
special objects of the Union of the States was their united 
strength in the prosecution of a foreign war. It was to prevent 
devastation throughout New England that the party sprung into 
existence which claims that the constitution was a covenant with 
hell, and yet insists that the Union must be continued by being 
pinned together by bayonets. For Massachusetts could not en- 
dare less than the whole United States as a field of plunder, and 
not content with that has imposed a mortgage of countless mil- 
lions upon posterity. It was to prevent devastation throughout 
New England that Massachusetts established the Republican 
party in 1856 and instituted and affiliated with the order of 
Know Nothings, through whose midnight influences the ballot 
box has become corrupted and an honest man in office is a great 
rarity, and a million of lives have been sacrificed, and the whole 
industry of the country has become deranged, and the wealth of 
the country has passed into the hands of the few, and plunder 
and robbery and murder have become so common as scarcely to 
excite attention. 

But a few short months ago a President elected through a 
corrupted ballot box and a bargain made at Mentor, was inaugu- 
rated, accompanied by thrilling fife and pealing drum and 
crashing horn and waving banners, and bayonets gleaming at 
the doors of the halls of legislation, and surrounded by count- 
less thousands ready to raise a wolfish howl for the spoils of 
office.^ In his exultant pride he announced the fact that the 
negroes and the farmers who constitute the largest portion of the 
voters of the county, needed the aid of the schoolmaster, and in 
his exultant joy he turned and commenced kissing the wom^n 
without the surrounding thousands knowing who those women 
were. In consequence others high in office, at the Delevan 
House and elsewhere, while claiming a right to follow in the 
footsteps of their illustrious predecessor, are alarmed at the 
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occurrences among a few beyond the Rocky Mountains. It is 
not at all surprising that among the thousands howling for the 
spoils of office, men should be found capable of conmiitting the 
worst of crimes. 

It is now sixteen years since the close of the civil war, 
and would it not be well for political editors to cease to be 
stirring up sectional prejudice upon the subject in their daily 
issues. Would they not do well to cease throwing mud by 
the daily use of the word rebel ? If the State of New York 
possessed sovereignty and jurisdiction over Boston Corner and 
Fair Haven, and New York harbor and the forts in that harbor, 
and the Governor was bound by his oath of office to defend that 
sovereignty and jurisdiction ; if the government of the United 
States possessed only jurisdiction over those forts for the sole 
protection of the city of New York, and for no other purpose, 
and to be exercised no longer than when used for that purpose ; 
and if South Carolina possessed the same prerogatives over Fort 
Sumter, would it not be well to cease to throw mud by the use 
of the word rebel till the occurrence at Fort Sumter in 1861 
should be passed upon by a competent judicial tribunal if, in 
fact, the Supreme Court of the United States has not already 
settled that point against the Government in the case of Mat- 
thews against McStea? August 24, 1881. 
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The first settlers in New England fonnd the Indians cultivat- 
ing corn and potatoes, which were then unknown to the rest of 
the world, and are now considered among the most important of 
vegetablea With their rude instruments they cultivated enough 
for their own consumption, and a surplus which once nearly 
saved the New England emigrants from starvation. Those 
Indians were peaceable, kind and hospitable, and they fed and 
protected those who, to save their lives, had to flee from Puri- 
tan bigotry, of whom Eoger Williams was a historic exampla 
In return for their hospitality those Indians were robbed of their 
land, and driven from their fisheries, and plied with Boston 
rum, and then punished with fire and sword for the indiscretions 
produced by that rum. Such has been their treatment up to 
this time. And now on the eve of annihilation, Carl Schurz, 
the great Bepublican office-seeker and office-bolder, says in the 
July number of the North American Review^ that they need the 
aid of the schoolmaster. 

Philanthropic gentlemen established the colony of Liberia^ 
where, in 1865, were 40,000 inhabitants, who had schools, mills, 
cultivated fields, vessels, a respectable government, and a num- 
erous church under a most respectable Bishop. Then our 
Republican government forced Boston rum upon them, in quan- 
tities equal to one gallon for each man, woman and child, in 
consequence of which those colonists have been reduced to a few 
vagabonds, who live upon the spontaneous productions of their 
tropical climate. And some late Republican clergymen who 
have visited that colony say they need the aid of the school- 
master. 

In 1860 the United States was proverbially the best govern- 
ment in the world, and its people were among the most prosper- 
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ous, and their office holders among the most r^pectable in the 
history of the world. Then Eepublicans got the political ascend- 
ency. Their policy has been to deluge the country with Boston 
rum disguised under every variety of name, and to give it 
protection against all other liquors to the amount of from four 
to seven millions of dollars annually. And now, when wicked- 
ness and crime have become proverbial beyond all precedent, 
and an honest man in office has become a great rarity, a Repub- 
lican President in his inaugural says, " we need the aid of the 
schoolmaster." New England is the land of the schoolmaster, 
yet a Massachusetts official bureau in 1877 reported that there is 
three-fold more pauperage and crime in the six New England 
States than there is in six of the Southern States, in proportion 
to population. The intelligent historian can explain this phe- 
nomena. He can tell us that it is avarice, the great root of all 
evil, which is predominant in New England, and which has pro- 
duced all the evils and degeneracy in our country, and will 
reduce us still lower unless the whole financial policy of the 
Republican party shall be abandoned, and the original princi- 
ples of our government shall be restored. 

The government should be confined to the strictest letter of 
its sole commercial and diplomatic prerogatives, and it should 
be an impeachable ofiEence for any statesman to favor a system 
of bounties, or drawbacks, or protective tariffs, or government 
internal improvements, or any unjust discrimination in respect 
to duties upon imports or taxation upon property. No coercion 
should be tolerated against States, except by just such Con- 
gressional action as would be required in belligerent war against 
a foreign State, and it might be well' to amend the constitution 
so as to require a two-thirds vote for such Congressional action. 
Such must be our future policy if we wish to restore our coun- 
try to its former moral and industrial prosperity. No man 
should ever be allowed to hold an official position, unless pub- 
licly repentant, who has favored bayonet rather than a constitu- 
tional Union, or who has favored dark lantern politics, or who 
has favored government interference with the moral, civil or 
industrial interests of States or organized territories, or who is 
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moutliiDg about rebellion, till the questions in respect to our 
late civil war shall have been settled by impartial adjudication. 
And no unrepentant clergyman should enjoy the confidence of 
the people who shouted " Glory to God," in 1863, over the reso- 
lution that the late civil war was unspeakably glorious. Let the 
suggestions I have made be the controlling principle of the 
people in theij: future political action, and they will soon become 
the most prosperous and happy people of the world. Let this 
subject be neglected but a short time longer and chains will 
be riveted upon the people that they can never break 
August 30, 188L 
87 
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In 1877 the Legislature of Yermont and New York and Con- 
gress, by their united action, had sovereignty and jurisdiction 
conveyed from Vermont to New York over Fair Haven. The 
farmers in Fair Haven had jurisdiction over their farms for cer- 
tain purposes, but if they had obstructed the highways or 
created nuisances on their farms, or had done anything else in 
violation of the laws of the State, it was the sworn duty of the 
State officers to enforce the law against them even at the cannon's 
mouth if that became necessary. Should the United States 
government have purchased one of those farms and had desired 
to erect a lighthouse upon it, as that was not within the jurisdic- 
tion of the farmer it was not within the jurisdiction of the 
government under the purchase, and in consequence the govern- 
ment had to obtain jurisdiction for such erection of the State 
Legislature as has been practiced at all times, the acts restrict- 
ing the government to jurisdiction for that purpose and no other, 
the State reserving sovereignty and jurisdiction for all other 
purposes. 

Should a question arise in respect to that jurisdiction it would 
have been the duty of the President to submit that question to 
Congress and abide its action. Congress had the prerogative to 
declare as against a foreign sovereignty. It had the authority 
to order the raising of armies and to suspend the writ of habeas 
corpus'^ but it did not have the power under the constitution to 
deny the liberty of speech and the press, or to refuse to obey 
the mandate of the Courts. It did not have the power under the 
laws of nations to declare a blockade till it had declared bellige- 
rent war. Yet in the case of Fort Sumter in April, 1861, the 
President usurped all these prerogatives in violation of the laws 
of nations and of the Federal constitution, and of the sovereignty 
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of the States, aaid (tf the authority of CoDgres& The President 
in the subsequent July asked Congress to legalize his action in 
all these respects, and the House of Bepresentatives unhesi- 
tatingly granted his request But the Senate doubted their 
power to justify the violation of the laws of nations and the 
sovereignty of States, and as the President had by his own ad- 
mission become subject to impeachment of which they were the 
Court, it continued to hesitate to concur with the House till 
near the middte of August The Supreme Court of the United 
States in the case of Matthews against McStea has now settled 
the question that Congress had no power to legalize that action 
of the President It has virtually settled the question that the 
government had no authority to hold on to Fort Sumter with 
hostile intent against the city of Charleston* It has settled the 
question that Virginia was in the right in defending her sove- 
reignty against invasion. It has settled the fact that if rebellion 
existed the President was the author and head of that rebellion. 
The President in that rebellion against the constitution of the 
country has caused over 2,600,000 Northern troops to be put 
into the field, and if by their action he has deprived the Northern 
States of their reserved sovereign prerogatives, it will eventuate 
in robbing every one of their citizens of their liberty. 

Under pretense of avoiding notoriety the squadron to rein- 
force Fort Sumter sailed with sealed orders not to be opened till at 
sea. And yet to provoke the war a Mr. Harvey was sent by the 
President's cabinet officers to notify the authorities at Charleston 
that the fleet was coming. Upon the sailing of that fleet a gen- 
tleman inquired of the President its object, who replied by ask- 
ing the question, "Can you keep a secret?" and to an affirmative 
reply he said, " then I will tell you," and he said in a very low, 
confiding tone of voice, " the fleet has gone to sea." This witti- 
cism caused a shout of laughter, but the act itself has cost a 
million of lives and the shedding of an ocean of blood and tears, 
and has filled the land with wickedness and crime. Lord Byron 
once said, " If a priest denies my assertion I will tell him he lies, 
but if he is a captain I will tell him he lies under a mistaka" 
Under the circumstances as I have presented them whoever calls 
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the Southern people rebels in the late civil war in my opinion 
are liars without qualification, be he priest or captain. 

Massachusetts was in wickedest rebellion when she made 
common cause with the enemy in the war of 1812. She was in 
rebellion when refusing to supply her quota in the Mexican war. 
Every office-holder is a rebel who favors government bounties, 
drawbacks, protective tariffs, government internal improvement, 
or exempting bondholders from taxation, or any act violating 
established justice or calculated to disturb domestic tranquility, 
and those clergymen were howling rebels who declared the late 
civil war to be "unspeakably glorious," and every man is a vil- 
Iain who contributes to or engages in the distribution of a eor- 
ruption fund. September 2, 188L 
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PARTY LEADERS. 



■♦ ♦ 



Infidelity Against Christianity. 



♦ •- 



Eobert Or. IngersoU is a leader in the most respectable of the 
three branches which comprise the Republican party. Those 
three branches are : First, the openly avowed infidel who, being 
nnder no religious restraint, indulges his naturally selfish dispo- 
sition at his own discretion. Second, the dark lantern infidel 
who indulges in all his naturally selfish dispositions under an 
associated secret organization. Third, the hypocritical infidel 
who seeks to gratify his naturally selfish disposition under a 
professedly religious mask. 

Jeremiah S. Black is among the most intellectual of the 
respectable branch of the Democratic party. That party con- 
sists of men who, firstly, believe in and desire to sustain the 
first principles of our government, called by their opponents 
Bourbon Democracy ; and secondly, consists in men who pro- 
fessedly believe in Democratic principles and yet secretly from 
selfish considerations are associated with the second class of 
Republicana 

These decided leaders in the two great political parties have 
discussed the christian religion subject in the North American 
Review of August, 1881, the Republican repudiating that reli- 
gion and the Democrat sustaining it As one of the jurors 
before whom the argument has been made I give my verdict as 
follows: That as taught in the Christian Bible there is a G-od 
filling immensity, infinite in goodness and infinite in power. 
That He has filled immensity with solar systems similar with 
ours. That he controls those systems by a magnetic invisible 
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power. That all there is of animal or vegetable existence is the 
creature of that power. And all there is of intellectual exist- 
ence is a part of the spiritual existence of the Deity. To man 
has been given an intellectual existence to an extent for which 
he is held accountable, and for the exercise of which all his real 
happiness here may depend, and may have an influence upon 
his happiness beyond the grave. Sensual enjoyments are tran- 
sitory and terminate with life, and if merely the fruit of selfish- 
ness are the sources of corresponding misery. Intellectual 
enjoyments constitute the only true happiness and of course 
passes into our spiritual existence beyond the grave. Those 
intellectual enjoyments are comprised in the sole words of love 
and charity, which the Christian religion teaches us are the 
divine characteristics of the Deity. To teach by example that 
true source of man's happiness Christ was sent into the worlds 
and all who with an eye to that example shall with true pur- 
pose of heart ask to be relieved from their naturally selfish 
proclivities, and be endowed with the true principles of love and 
charity, will receive the enjoyment for which they seek. As is 
taught by the Christian religion all else but those principles of 
love and charity are but a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. 
This is my verdict, and it is upon these principles that I 
account for the fact that a twenty years predominance of Ee- 
publicanism in our country has filled it with wickedness and 
crime. September 7, 1881. 
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THE SPOILS SYSTEM. 



• • 



Something about the Author of "To the 
Victors belong the Spoils." 



I have recenUy received a newspaper in which, in heavy pen 
marks, my attention is called to the charge that all the political 
corruptions of the day have grown out of a remark made by 
William L. Marcy, a half century ago, that " to the viotora be- 
long the spoils." This is the second of such notices that I 
have received from pure and unoorruptable citizens of Philmont, 
and about the twentieth from other sources. Gov. Marcy was 
an oflScer in the army during the whole war of 1812, in 
which he rendered some historic service. He took the first 
prisoners and captured the first flag during the war. He was 
subsequently Eecorder of Troy, and State Comptroller, a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, a commissioner to settle a contro- 
versy with Mexico, a United States Senator, a Governor of the 
State of New York, and Secretary of War during four years. 
His limited circumstances made him a subject of ridicule to the 
Federal, alias Whig, altars Eepublican party, and they pictured 
him in a hand bill with a large patch upon the seat of his pan- 
taloons. Drake's American Biography, published in Boston in 
1872, says of him: "He was a hard working, careful, plain 
" man, of great integrity. His State papers exhibited remark- 
" able ability as a writer, statesman- and diplomatist." 

The baleful effect of that playful remark made by him did 
not commence taking effect till Republicans got the control of 
the government in 1861, since which it has overwhelmed our 
country in wickedness and crime. It produced the corrupt bar- 
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gain at Mentor through which, according to Lew. Payne and the 
Cblumiia B^uhlican^ fifty thousand votes were purchased in the 
State of New York alone ; and through which a President was 
elected not upon his merit but for a consideration* For a non- 
fulfillment of that consideration a United States Senator has 
attempted to commit political suicide, and for a non-fulfillment 
of hundreds of thousands of other corrupt considerations an 
infamous wretch has attempted to commit homicide* 

The eminent Republican, James Parton, may possibly impute 
to that playful expression of Gov. Marcy what he is pleased to 
call "that immeasurable iniquity, the new State Capitol at 
" Albany, the useless, accursed and shameful heap of spoils dis' 
" honoring the people, and which will require two thousand tons 
" of coal annually to keep it warm." A late Columbia Repvhlican 
thinks the State Capitol hardly worth attention, as its costs are 
so little to each individual It is just one of those extrava- 
gances that has raised the people's taxes from three to twelve 
mills on the dollar, and has raised the national expenditures 
from sixty to three hundred millions of dollars annually. Its 
ultimate cost will be to the State just twice as much as the pur- 
chase of the territory between the Mississippi river and the 
Pacific ocean cost the nation. And yet Federalists opposed that 
purchase on account of its cost An eminent Massachusetts 
Federalist called it "paying tribute to the grantor," and in a 
burst of eloquence used the historic expression, " Millions for 
defence but not one cent for tribute." 

In the Norik American Beview for August there is a senseless 
treatise upon annexation. British North America will soon 
have unsurpassed ocean, river and railroad communication with 
a fertile territory of immense tract, and upon which daily one 
more hour's sun shines than on the average of that of the States, 
and in the enjoyment of free trade with the world, under civil 
institutions over which they are sovereign, it will soon monopo- 
lize the agricultural markets of the world, while the farmers of 
the States under the Republican protective policy will soon 
become, like those of Ireland, tenants on the lands they occupy, 
and those who have already stolen the wealth of the nation will 
have become the owners of the soil September 9, 1881. 
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OUR GOVERNMENT. 



The Republican Party opposed to the 
Policy of the Constitution. 



• • • 



Had the writer in the North American Review of August last 
taken his observations from a constitutional rather than a Ee- 
publican standpoint, upon the subject of annexation, it would 
have saved the labor of his whole argument By the constitu- 
tion annexation would only be conferring upon the Greneral 
Government sovereignty over their commercial and diplomatic 
interests, without a right to interfere at all with their moral, 
religious, domestic, civil, political or industrial interests. The 
Greneral Government would have the further prerogative of 
taking care that they enjoyed their reserved prerogatives at the 
hands of the people, and not under the control of a usurper 
from among themselves, or a despot in the shape of a black or 
white marshal at the hands of the government 

Had the writer in the same number of the Review taken 
his observations from a constitutional rather than a Eepublican 
platform, it would have saved the labor of his whole argument 
upon the subject of the public landa In a constitutional way 
the disposition of those lands would have done unlimited good, 
but in a Eepublican way it has done and is doing a vast amount 
of evil Those lands were government property, and by the 
constitution it had the right to make rubs and regulations in 
respect to them as it had to all other government property. 
Within a State the government had no right to erect a railroad 
without the consent of the State Legislatura In justice to tba 
38 
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other States it bad no right to make a gift of those lands for 
any porposa And in respect to actual settlers how mach bet- 
ter it woold have been for the government to survey and bestow 
them upon its own terms rather than put it in the power of a 
corporation to dispose of them at extortionate prices, and then 
nse the settlers for every conceivable cormpi parpose, as the 
Ashtabula district lands have been used, and the adjoining 
Chautauqua county lands, recently represented by an indicted 
briber, have been used In unorganized territories, in order to 
give value to its property, the government had the prerogative 
to erect railroads and to retain jurisdiction over those roads 
when States subsequently became organized, but subject to the 
sovereignty of such States. It could dispose of the roads as of 
its other property, retaining jurisdiction over the adjoining lands 
for the protection of settlers rather than to expose them to the 
extortionate dispositions of corporations, or to be corrupted and 
made slaves of by such corporation, or as mercenaries made 
dangerous to the liberties of the whole people. 

Then again, the writer in the same Review upon the subject 
of crime and punishment, has taken a Republican rather thati a 
constitutional view of the subject The Bepublican policy is to 
divide and conquer. The constitutional policy is to unite and 
be eternally vigilant in defence of all of its principles. Men of 
intelligence, int^rity and firmness should ever be nominated 
for all oJ£cial positions. They should be pledged to support 
and defend the reserved sovereignty of the States against the 
usurpations of the General Government 

Had the writer in that same number of the Review taken 
his observations from a common sense rather than a fiepublican 
platform, it would have saved the labor of his whole treatise 
upon the subject of a militia of the sea. He says in that treatise 
that the United States has 13,500 miles of ocean coast indented 
by a thousand harbors to protect That our surplus products 
shipped to foreign markets in 1880 amounted to 15,000,000 
tons, valued at $1,589,472,093, and were carried almost entirely 
in foreign bottoms for which we paid to foreign carriers $140,- 
000,000; and by 1890 will probably cost us three times thai 
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aurnu His reasoning is that if the government would pay to our 
Qwu people a subsidy to the amount of that $140,000,000 
aoQually now and three times that sum by 1890, we should save 
QQr gold at home and have ships of our own, and if we would 
Qxpeod another $100,000,000 in providing and keeping iron 
plating for those ships to be applied in case of war it would con- 
fljtitute a militia for the sea. 

Our annual government expenses, including pensions, are 
about $800,000,000, and with the proposed bounty would be 
$440,000,000, and in 1890 would be $750,000,000. Our govern* 
ment expenses in all its departments in 1860 were $60,056,754.71, 
and the sixth section of the national Bepublican platform of that 
year called those expenses "alarming and reckless extravagance 
" pervading every department of the Federal Government, and 
"imperatively demanded reform." Then, too, at that time under 
the influence of a revenue tariflf almost the whole American 
export tonnage was carried in American bottoms. $60,000,000 
expenditure in 1860 to be $750,000,000 expenditure in 1890, 
and that too for the support of a government merely created for 
commercial and diplomatic purposes I That enormous increase 
of expenses involving another burden upon the people of $1,000,- 
000,000 annually in order to pet one of our great industrial 
interests, which has already monopolized a large portion of our 
national wealth and has deluged our country in wickedness, cor- 
ruption and crime. 

The whole expenses of our government only exceeding three 
times what James Parton is pleased to call a " shameless heap of 
spoils " at Albany, which will require two thousand tons of coal 
annually in order to enable a Chautauqua county briber to con- 
trol our legislation, we are waiting with some solicitude to see 
what it is to cost the county in order to warm a dancing saloon 
for the Cowles Guard. Since our county taxes have been raised 
from three to twelve mills on the dollar, and are very unjustly 
equalized between the towns in the county, every increase of 
expenditure becomes a matter of interest 

The writer upon the subject of the militia of the sea says : 
" Great credit is due to the wise and courageous leaders of our 
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" government who took the responsibility of the tne^nteS ifl 
" behalf of the Union. Had they not succeeded what a specta- 
" cle we should present to the world of two nations perpetually 
"fighting against each others interesta" In this view of the ^ 
<5ase how fortunate it was that the Union Was formed Under the 
constitution, notwithstanding that constitution was a " covenant 
with hell," for it laid the foundation of a bayoHet Union. And 
what a peculiai* people we must be when thirteen independent 
States cotild not have lived on this continetit as harmoniously a^ 
thirteen independent States have lived ort the continent of 
Europe. 

People of the United States, take an old maii*s advice, who 
stands upon the border of the grave, and at evefy election of 
every character act determinedly with an eye single to the object 
of restoring the original principles of our government; act 
determinedly in favor of restoring to the States absolute sovc 
reignty over all their internal interests — moral, social, i^ligious, 
civil, industrial and political. Do so and you will become the 
most happy and prosperous people of the world. If you negleet 
it much longer, you will become the most miserable* 

September 13, 1881- 
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THE POLITICAL CRISIS. 



• » '<• «T-iT 



According to the Denioci*atic view, the thirty- eight States of 
the Union possess absolute sovereignty over all their internal 
interests. The General Government in its legislative, executive 
and judicial capacity, possessing sovereignty over the external 
interests of the States included under the general expression of 
commefce and diplomacy and in belligerent war, to be exercised 
Upon principles of established justice a^d insured domestic 
tranquility, and for the common defence and general welfara 
None of those prerogatives to be exercised within States except 
a mere jurisdiction over such as States might grant to be exer- 
cised under the sovereign prerogatives of the States. The Gene* 
1^1 Government, with the consent of States individually, having 
jurisdiction over forts, lighthouses, navy yards, custom houses^ 
and properly jurisdiction over the public domain within States, 
subject, however, to the sovereignty of those States, for all pur* 
poses except such granted jurisdiction. The government thus 
Constituted not to be the creature of force or fraud, but to be 
sustained by the strong tie of a strict adherence to the separate 
prerogatives of the government and States, with the understand* 
ing that the States could not lose its prerogatives till the whole 
American people were robbed of their liberties. 

According to the Eepublican view of the present crisis, the 
States have no prerogatives that the General Government id 
bound to respect It will therefore be well to take a view of its 
antecedents in all its history under all its aliasea As Federals 
they procured an unamendable clause in the constitution pro- 
tecting the African slave trade for twenty years, and in the first 
Congress they procured the passage of the act of 1793, protect* 
ing the African slave trade for all time, and procured the passage 
of an act also taxing the common treasury in order to bestow 
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tonnage bounties upon fishing vessels to enable tbem to take 
fish to be exchanged for cheap molasses to be distilled in Boston 
into rum, to be exchanged in Africa for slaves, and even draw- 
backs from the treasury were allowed on the exportation of that 
rum for that purpose. In the war of 1812 the Federal party 
sided with Massachusetts in making common cause with the 
enemy in violation of their constitutional obligation to sustain 
their own government, and in 1824 they had the address to 
elect a Governor of the State of New York for his adhesion to 
Massachusetts in that war. For all time it ha3 been their 
policy to tax certain industrial interests in order to bestow 
favors upon other industrial interests, and to do it by having the[ 
General Government usurp the prerogatives of the Statea 

In 1861 they threw off the mask and trampled the constitu- 
tion under their feet They denied that the States had a right 
to defend their own sovereign prerogatives. They claimed that 
our government was one of force, and have since made it one of 
fraud. The mere executive head of the government has been 
justified in commencing war and in calling an anny into the 
field, and invading a peaceful State, and declaring a blockade, 
and suspending the writ of habeas corpus^ and prohibiting the 
liberty of speech and the press, and in refusing to obey the man- 
dates of the courts. Any opposition to that policy they call 
disloyalty and rebellion. In the pursuit of that policy they have 
sacrificed a million of lives and ten thousand millions of treas- 
ura They have thrown a majority of the wealth of the nation 
into the hands of the few, and have heaped up a mountain wprt* 
gage of debt to burden posterity. They have corrupted the 
ballot box and diflnsed wickedness and crime, making it pro- 
verbial that an honest man in office is a great rarity. They 
have raised our government expenses from sixty millions to 
nearly three hundred millions of dollars annually, the pension 
list alone exceeding the ordinary expenses of the government 
They have reduced the value of agricultural property one-half| 
and have thrown the commerce of the country into foreign ships 
at an expense annually of hundreds of millions of dollars. To 
benefit certain interests they impose important duties upon th^ 
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im{)orta fdr other interests, and make the imports for those 
favored interests free from duty. While imposing enormous 
taxes upon certain property they exempt certain other property 
entirely from taxation. And the choicest of the public domain, 
that should be used to relieve the public burdens, have been 
gratuitously bestowed upon corporations for corrupt purposes, 
and to be used to colonize Asiatics and Africans as mercenaries 
in order to keep the people in subjection. To that end they are 
giving military educations to certain of those Asiatics and 
Africans, and they have recently exhausted seven thousand 
pages of foolscap paper in trying to ascertain whether one of 
those military negroes had not had his ears mutilated by some 
one other than himsell 

As a further means of sustaining their construction of the 
government, they have subsidized the press, endowing one with 
a capital of eight hundred thousand dollars and paying ten 
thousand dollars annually to one of its editors. As a fur- 
ther means they have subsidized the pulpit, raising church 
property from eighty millions to one thousand millions of dol- 
lars, and enabling clergymen to fix the sum that candidates for 
office must pay for their political favor. Certain of those clergy- 
men are claiming the right to appoint their own trustees who are 
to fix their salaries, and then to appoint their stewards who are to 
use due diligence in the collecting those salaries or to become 
personally responsible for them. And when Eepublicans shall 
under bayonet rule, have permanently secured their construc- 
tion of the government, the loyal portion of the clergy will be 
allowed the tenth of every agricultural production, from the 
field of wheat down to the cabbage yard and the hennery. 

The corruption of the ballot box has become so shameless 
that the failure of the President to pay the consideration for the 
purchase of fifty thousand New York votes in a bargain made 
at Mentor, has been made the subject of complaint through a 
Eepublican newspaper. Of course the corrupters of the ballot 
box are among the meanest of mankind, and it cannot be sur- 
prising that among the hundreds of thousands of individuals 
who are employed in such corruptions some disappointed scoun- 
drel should be found capable of committing assassination. 
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Notwithstanding our degeneracy and corrupt antecedents 
under Eepublican rule for the last twenty years, I believe a 
majority of our clergy are truly pious men, and that they teach 
religion and not politics. I believe a large majority of the 
people are incorruptible, and if they can only be made to see 
our impending danger and will only unite to avert the approach- 
ing ruin, the original principles of our government can be 
restored and we can yet be made to be among the most prosper- 
ous and happy people. To that end I have labored, and when 
my eyes shall behold for the last time the sun in Heaven, I 
trust I shall see it shining upon a land in the full enjoyment of 
those blessings. September 19, 1881. 
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THE NEW PRESIDENT. 



It is history that the gabbling of geese once saved the Eoman 
capital, and the walls of Illion might yet have been standing if 
the Trojans had listened to the prattle of Cassandria. In like 
manner liberty may be preserved to the people of the United 
States by the wailings of an imbecile old man, whose bump of 
veneration is so low that his heart would impel him to bow with 
reverence to an honest man in chains, while he would turn with 
disgust from a knave though wielding a sceptre. The Register 
has recently called public attention to the fact that manv a 
child's life has been saved through its neglect to swallow pins. 
In like manner many a man now in his grave, though a son of 
vice, might be crowned with never-dying fame for the evils he 
had neglected to perforin. Should President Arthur meet his 
Guiteau after having followed in the footsteps of his predecessor, 
'he too may go to his grave while countless thousands were 
weeping and a world was draped in mourning. For the people 
do not appreciate that spirit which — 

** Views with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish or a sparrow fall.'* 

A Poland committee never censured Arthur for participating 
in a Credit Mobilier swindle, nor for his denial under oath for 
having so participated. As chairman of an important Con- 
gressional committee DeGoUier never gave him a five thousand 
dollar counsel fee. He never sat as one of the court that caused 
Mrs Surrat to be hung ; nor did he ever give a casting vote to 
seat a President that had not been elected by the people; nor 
did he hold for weeks a salary grab that the respectable portion 
of his associates refused to receive. The most that can be said 
of him is that he was the pupil of Erastus D. Culver, and that 
President Hayes turned him out of an important office for mis- 
89 
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conduct Should he fall a victim to the spoils hunters lie can 
feel assured that he will go to an honored grave and his kindred 
will be pensioned by a grateful people. 

TOO MUCH "PROTECTION." 

I have again been betrayed into neglecting to write what I 
intended, by that old age garrulity that has attracted the atten- 
tion of some of our Eepublican editors. I took my pen to ex- 
plain to some of our inquiring farmers how it is that the vast 
agricultural belt that is soon to be opened to the commerce of 
the world in Canada, should enjoy one hour's sun daily during 
Summer more than the agricultural belt of the United States 
enjoyed. They may therefore please observe that at the equator 
the sun shines daily twelve hours the year round, while at the 
fortieth degree of North latitude it shines fifteen hours daily 
during the month of June. In consequence the people in South- 
ern Ohio plant corn in March and harvest it in December, while 
the people in Northern New York plant corn in May and har- 
vest it in October. In consequence the corn, wheat and cultiva- 
ted and spontaneous grasses of Northern New York are superior 
to those of Southern Ohio. The people of Canada will enjoy 
these advantages in connection with a free commerce, while 
Eepublicans will hold on with a death-like tenacity to a protec- 
tive tariff policy, by which a fifty per cent duty will have to be 
paid on all imports taken in exchange for the agricultural 
exports from the people of the States, which of course will 
reduce the farmers of the States to slavery. 

October 4, 1881. 
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